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SERMON XL 

PSALM xxivi 3, 4, 5. 

Who /hall afcend into the hill of the Lord? 
and who jballjland in his holy place ? He 
thai hath dean bands, and a pure hearty 
who hath not lift up his foul unto vanity y 
nor fworn deceitfully. He Jhall receive 
the blejfing from the Lord, and righteouf-. 
nefs from the God of his falvation. 

IT is commonly fuppofed, and it appears 
extremely propabley that this twenty- 
fourth pfalm was compofed by David, in 
order to be fung by himfelf, the priefts, the 
Levites, and the people of Ifrael, when the 
ark was removed from the houfe of Obed- 
edom to mount Zion a . That the procef- 
fion upon this occafion might be the more 
ftriking and folemn, it was accompanied 
with a variety of mufical inftruments, fuch 
as pfalteries, harps, timbrels, cymbals, cor- 
VQL. II. B 

a 2 Samuel vi. 



2 SERMON XL 

nets, and trumpets. Thefe were played 
upon in concert with the fingers, whom 
Cheneniah the mafter of the fong had pre- 
vioufly inftr lifted in their feveral parts. 

The fixty-eighth pfalm was compofed at 
the fame time, the recital of which, toge- 
ther with the mufick adapted to it, probably 
continued till the proceffion came near to 
mount Zion, when this twenty-fourth 
pfalm was begun. 

While the two firft verfes were rehearf- 
ing, they approached the foot of the hilL 
Then the king, who had laid afide his royal 
robes, and affumed the drefs of a Levite, ad- 
vancing, we may fuppofe, a few fteps before 
the reft, with a voice equally mufical and 
diftindl, alked, in the hearing of the whole 
affembly, Who Jball afcend into the hill of 
the Lord? and who jhall Jland in his holy 
place f The anfwer was returned by the 
firft chorus, in thefe expreffive words, He 
that hath clean hands and a pure heart ; 
and with equal fpirit continued by the fe- 



SERMON XI. $ 

eorid ; who hath not lift up his foul unto vani- 
ty* norfworn deceitfully. After this the kingi 
the priefts, and the Levites, tranfported 
with joyj lifting up all at once their 
voices in concert with the mufical inftru- 
ments, might fing the following verfe 5 
He fnall receive the Uejjing from the Lord? 
and righteoufnefs from the God of his falva^ 
tion. 

How grand this proceffion muft have 
been, and how elevating the mufick with 
which it was attended, I leave every one 
to imagine-, and I fhall only obferve thatj 
in this inftancej we find mufick under the 
care of one who was fo perfect a mafter of 
it, employing its irrefiftible power to ex- 
cite all thofe fublime and devout emotions^ 
which tend to raife and purify the minds 
of men. That we may more fully enter 
into the fpirit of that part of the pfalm 
which is to be the foundation of our pre- 
fent difcourfej the following obfervations 
may be ufefuL 

B 2 



4 SERMON XI. 

In a variety of pafTages of the old tefta- 
ment we difcover the refpeft and awe which 
filled the minds of the facred writers, and of 
the Jews in general, when they mentioned 
the hill of Zion. Upon this mountain the 
ark of God, who dwelt between the che- 
rubim, the authentick fymbol, and fure 
pledge of the divine prefence, was now to 
be depofited, and here it remained for a 
confiderable time. For this reafon it was 
called the bill of God, the holy hill, the 
mount which the Lord had chofen, where he 
"was to dwell, becaufe he had defiredit^. The 
houfe of their king was alfo built upon the 
fame ground ; the moft ftately towers were 
erected upon it, and it was defended by 
the ftrongeft fortifications. Thus at once 
the feat of beauty, and of ftrength, the 
habitation of divine power, and the man- 
fion of earthly majefty, it became .pecu- 
liarly venerable; and the very name of 
Zion naturally excited the fervours of re- 
ligion and the zeal of patriotifm. Thefe 
fenfations, awakened at this time by .the 
novelty and folemnity of the procefiion, and 

* Pfalm cxxxii. 



SERMON XL 5 

enlivened by the prefence and participa- 
tion of their fovereign, muft have rifen to a 
degree of enthufiafm, which, when well 
placed and happily directed, conveys fuch' 
rapture, I had almoft faid fuch innocent, 
tumultuous joy, that the man who hath 
never felt it may be juftly confidered as an 
object of pity. When therefore the in- 
fpired monarch fpoke and faid, Who Jball 
afcend Into the bill of the Lord? Who Jball 
Jtand in his holy place? every word mult 
have roufed attention, and every look com- 
municated reverence. 

The general practice of thofe who live 
in warmer climates, the whole fyftem of 
Jewifh manners, the particular ablutions 
and purifications prefcribed to that people, 
the diftin&ion of their meats into clean and 
unclean, gave a natural tendency to ex-* 
prefs whatever was perfect in its kind, by 
the metaphors of cleannefs and purity; and 
though in every language thefe phrafes, 
ckannefs of hands and purity of heart, are 
fufficiently intelligible for denoting a p-ene- 

B 3 



6 SERMON XI. 

ral reHtude of conduct, and honefty of in^ 
tendon, yet in the Hebrew language they 
had a peculiar degree of force and vivacity. 
By reminding the aiTembly of thofe cere-; 
monies and diftinclions which were fo ex- 
prefsly pointed out by their law, and fo 
religioufly obferved by their nation, they 
conveyed the ideas now intended, with 
more than ordinary advantage. We ac- 
knowledge that the expressions are proper ; 
a Jeiu felt that they were nervous. When 
the firft chorus replied to the king, He that 
bath clean bands, and a pure heart ^ not an 
honeft and a worthy man prefent, but mult 
have rejoiced in the fecret gratulations of 
his own heart; and npt a thief, a robber, a 
cheat, or a hypocrite, but muft have per- 
ceived his joints begin to tremble, and his 
heart to fail him as he proceeded. 

As the firft chorus gave the general cha- 
r after of a good man, the fecond feems to 
have warned againft thofe particular vices 
to which the Jews long difcovered a moft 
aftoniihing propenfity, and from which 
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the Almighty ufed every method to guard 
them. 

In the language of fcripture the falfe gods 
which the nations worfhip are frequently 
called vanities ; the worfhip of them is 
frequently ftiled following after vanity, 
and putting confidence in them is termed 
trufting in vanity. As the Jews were ever 
ready to join in the idolatry of their 
heathen neighbours, to imprefs on their 
minds -a fenfe of that crime, and to excite 
a refohition againft it, was extremely fuit- 
able to the defign of their prefent affembly. 
The fuperftitious rites of the Jebufites, their 
facrinces to their idols, had perhaps been 
performed in the very fpot where the ark of 
God was to be placed. It was unavoidable 
to remember their, abominations : it would 
have been improper not to have pointed 
out, in this inftance, the difference which 
ought to fubiift between the defcendants of 
Shem, and thofe of Canaan. The man that 
boweth his knee to an idol is not worthy to 
call upon the name of the Lord. The If- 

B 4 



8 SERMON XI. 

raelite was only to lift up his foul unto 
God. 



In the" days of primitive Simplicity, be- 
fore avarice, vicious refinements, and de- 
ceitful reafonings had corrupted the hearts 
of men, an oath was accounted the moft 
facred and inviolable of all obligations. 
An appeal to the Moft High was reckoned 
fo awful and folemn, that the rocks, the 
mountains, or the heavenly bodies, were 
fufficient vouchers of its authenticity, and 
no man was called as a witnefs to engage- 
ments which fcarce any man thought of 
infringing. The piles of ftones fo often 
erected in Judea, the trees with which the 
country abounded, gave teftimony to the 
piety and fidelity of its inhabitants. In 
thefe circumftances, the breach of an oath 
muft be generally looked upon with parti- 
cular abhorrence ; and therefore as them an 
that Jwore to bis own hurt^ and changed 
not^ was among them a character of the 
firft confideration, it was a neceffary con- 
fequence, that the deceitful (wearer fliould 
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be an object: of the greateft deteftation. 
Perhaps too, juft before this period, David 
may have made the people enter into one 
of thqfe covenants, fo common among the 
Jews, by which they bound themfelves in 
the mod folemn manner to adhere to the 
worfhip of the true God. On this fuppo- 
fition, there is a fmgular propriety in the 
words added by the fecond chorus imme- 
diately after thofe pronounced by the firlt ; 
Who hath not lifted up his foul unto vanity , 
nor fworn deceitfully. 

Thus enlivened by the prefence of a 
fplendid afiembly, foothed and animated by 
the chorus of facred mufick attending the 
ark of God, who was diftinguiftied among 
them by the title of the Lord of Hojls, 
ready to enter a city which had long been 
poflefTed by their foes, in the view of a 
fovereign who was the father of his people, 
every eye would fparkle with joy, every 
heart afpire to perfection, and every voice 
be ambitious to join in the general choir. 
Struck with the character of the righteous 
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man, every one would be interefted in his 
favour, and every one would offer up a 
prayer for his profperity. In this iitua- 
tion, the words which David had taught 
his attendants muft entirely correfpond to 
their own feelings ; and with one heart, and 
one voice they would pronounce, He Jhall 
receive the blejjing from the Lord y and righ- 
teoufafs from the God of his fahation. The 
voice of the Omnipotent feemed to re-echo 
in every ear, BleJJed Jhalt thoit be in the city, 
and blejjed Jhalt thou be in the field. BleJJed 
Jhall be the fruit of thy body-> and the fruit 
of thy ground, and the fruit of thy cattle^ 
the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy 
foeep. BleJJed Jhall be thy bajket and thy 
Jlore. Bleffed Jhalt thou be when thou comeji 
in y and blejfed Jhalt thou be when thou goejl 
cut c . Thofe who had more enlarged, 
and elevated views, looked for ftill nobler 
bleliings, and trufted that the period of 
their perfect joy was to begin, when that 
which fo fully fatisfied others was termi- 
nated. 

c Deut. xxviii. 3, 4, 5,6. 
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Thefe obfervations may afiift us not only 
to apprehend the meaning, but to enter 
into the fpirit of the pafiage now under 
confideration. Its application to the in- 
tention of our prefent meeting is fo obvi- 
ous, that it fcarcely needs to be pointed 
out. The chara&er which was requifite 
in order to make a proper approach to God 
under the law, is furely not lefs requifite 
in order to make a proper approach to him 
under the gofpel. If the everlafting God 
was ready to beftow bleflings on the righ- 
teous pofterity of Abraham, he will not 
be lefs ready to beftow them on the fin- 
cere difciples of Chrift. 

In difcourfmg therefore from this por- 
tion of fcripture, I propofe, in a dependance 
on divine grace, to confider the character 
which is neceffary in order to fit us for 
waiting on God in his ordinances } and to 
conclude with fome reflections. 

Firft, I propofe to confider the character 
which is neceflary in order to fit us for 

7 



I2 SERMON XL 

43 

waiting on God in his ordinances. It is 
thus defcribed in the words of the text; 
Jie that hath clean bands , and a pure heart ; 
who Litb not lift up bis foul unto vanity^ nor 
/worn deceitfully. 

In every chara&er which would gain the 
approbation of thinking men, much more 
in that which would find acceptance with 
the all-wife God, an inoffenfive behaviour 
is the leaft thing required. The rapacious 
wretch, whofe houfe is rilled with the gains 
of oppreilion, with the goods of the widow 
and fatherlefs, or the provision which the 
poor man had laid up for his fubfiftence; 
the unrelenting mifer, and the fecret de- 
frauder, may affume the appearance of re- 
ligion, and praclife fome of its duties ; but 
the voice of reafon loudly reclaims againft 
their vain pretenfions. By fallacious rea- 
fonings, foolim diftin&ions, and a violent 
zeal, they may impofe upon themfelves. 
The deceitfulnefs of fin may partly blind 
them; but their characters cannot fo much 
as bear the infpe&ion of men like them- 

7 



SERMON XI. 13 

felves. How th&n can they ftand before 
the judgment of God ? Liften to the firft 
dictates of nature, to the awful voice with- 
in you, which, when permitted, never fails 
to fpeak the truth ; attend to the plaineft 
precepts of the gofpel, and be perfuaded 
that without integrity of life, and decency 
of conduct, all pretenfions to religion are 
perfectly frivolous. Is this truth fo mani- 
feft, that it needs not be infilled on ? Com- 
mon fenfe fays it is: but the practice of 
men feems often to aflfert the contrary. 
Did the Pharifees blufh, when they joined 
in the exercifes of religion, though they 
robbed widows houfes, and pradlifed all 
manner of injuftice? Do not multitudes at 
this day, who dare not openly avow it, 
whifper it to themfelves as a ground for 
their fecurity in fin, that the performance 
of fome pofitive duties will ferve as an 
atonement >for the neglect of many moral 
ones ? But let heaven and earth bear wit- 
nefs,"that he who is an enemy to man, can- 
not be acceptable to God. This then is 
the firft branch of the character we are now 
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inquiring into, a freedom from all opefi 
and fecret injuftice, from every enormity, 
and indecency in outward conduct. 

But the utmoft circumfpection with re- 
gard to the external behaviour is far from 
being fufficient to render iis acceptable 
worfhippers to God. Man fees only the- 
actions j he can difcover no more of the 
difpofition than thefe lay open. It is the 
prerogative of God to fearch the heart, and 
to try the reins. The fecret motives which 
actuate the foul are perfectly known to 
him who formed it ; and unlefs they are 
upright, in vain do we look for his accep- 
tance. Blejfid are the pure in heart, for 
they Jhall fee GW d . They alone are ap- 
proved by him, and they only are capable 
of enjoying him. If you prefent a book 
to an illiterate perfon, fairly printed, and 
elegantly bound, he eftimates its value 
from its outward appearance; but a wife 
man looks into its contents, confiders thefe ^ 
and pronounces accordingly. The heart 

* Matth. v. 8. 
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is a book which God alone is able perfectly 
to read, and he pronounces with unerring 
judgment and impartiality. As the fag that 
groweth up without water ^ whilft it is yet 
in its greennefs, withereth before any other 
herb, fo the hypocrite's hope fnall perijh. His 
hope Jhall be cut off^ and his trujl jhall be 
As the fader 1 * $ web e . 



Ye are called in Chrirr. Jefus to be the 
temples of the Holy Ghoft*. The requeft of 
your Saviour is, My fan, give me thy heart. 
And if it is poflefied by the riches of this 
world, corrupted by its pleafures, or en- 
grofled by its vanities, will you prefume 
to prefent it as a fuitable oblation to God ? 
How pious, how benevolent, how pure 
ought his intentions to be, who deliberate- 
ly fubje&s himfelf to the infpe&ion of that 
eye, which is more quick and penetrating 
than the lightning of heaven ! Is the feat 
of corruption a fit habitation for the Spirit 
of God ? Is the heart which is the flave of 

e Job xiii. n, 12, 13, 14; f i Cor. vi, 19. 
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a harlot, a proper offering for the Son o 
God ? Will he who calls himfelf in fcrip- 
ture the jealous God^ endure any rival in 
your affections ? You never had an incli- 
nation to bow before an image; to offer 
facrifice to Baal, or to worfhip any of the 
gods of the heathens, never entered into 
your thoughts. Can you be faid then ne- 
ver to have lifted up your foul unto vanity ? 
Alas ! the attention which is commonly 
paid to gold and filver, the facrifices of 
truth and honefty, virtue and humanity, 
which are made to attain them, fhew fuf- 
ficiently in what veneration they are held 
by their votaries. Are they not properly the 
idols before which the covetous bow ? Have 
malice or revenge, or other irregular paf- 
lions, ever ruled over you, and fubjeled 
you to their fway ? If they have, remem- 
ber the voice of truth hath fpoken it, Te 
are his fervants who?nfoever ye obey s . Let no 
man deceive you with vain words : He that 
doeth righteoufnefs is righteous, even as God 
is righteous h . 

E Rom. vi. 1 6. h i John iii. 7, 
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In our .defcription of the man who can 
ftand before the Lord, we have not yet taken 
notice of a principal part of his character 
drawn in my text. It is added, he hath not 
/worn deceitfully. When I look back to an- 
cient ages, I fee almoft whole nations of Pa- 
gans, among whom an oath was a pledge of 
fidelity fcarce ever broken. Even a diflblute 
heathen poet who was favourable to fo 
many other vices, hath exprefied the greateft 
abhorrence of this. How fhameful is the de- 
generacy of nations called chriftian ! Thou 
Sovereign Father of the univerfe, forgive 
their depravity, and convert them. Let 
the beft example, the moft wholefome laws, 
and the ftrongeft motives, unite in making 
thofe who profefs this religion, the beft of 
men, I fhould be unworthy, altogether 
unworthy of my place or office, if 1 feared 
to tell the higheft among my hearers, that 
even the common oaths ftill prac~Hfed by 
many, however trifling they may appear to 
the thoughtlefs or the debauched, fiiock 
the ears, arid kindle the indignation af 
every ferious chriftian, and render the man 

VOL. II, C 



18 SERMON XL 

who is addicted to them, totally unfit for 
approaching to God, wbofe name he af- 
fronts, and whofe authority he defpifes. 
But I fhould be unjuft to every principle 
of virtue and religion, if I hefitated to de- 
clare, that the riches of the Indies, pur- 
chafed by one falfe or equivocating oath, 
are bought at too dear a price. I hail as the 
difciple of Jefus, the pooreft man who can 
fay, I have loft this World's goods, but by 
the grace of God, 1 have preferved my in- 
tegrity. Much haft thou gained, thou. 
happieft vitor ; and infignificant are the 
toys which thou haft loft. But the man 
who is wealthy, or powerful, by unjuftifi- 
able methods, who has not fcrupled to per> 
jure himfelf, or to involve others in that 
horrible crime ; my foul, enter not into 
his fecret, dwell not in his habitation. He 
is a corrupter of the fociety of ( men : how 
deteftable muft he be in the fight of God f 

Thus keeping my text in view, I have 
delineated fome features of that character^ 
which is necefTary to fit us for waiting oa 

4 



SERMON XI. 19 

God in his ordinances. I have pointed 
out fome of thofe virtues which fliould 
adorn it, arid laid open fome of thofe vices 
Which ought never to ftain it. It may ftill 
be proper to be more particular ; and as the 
difplay of real characters has a tendency 
to convey inftruction more forcibly than 
general defcriptions, it may not be unal- 
lowable to paint a few ; fuch as I hope will 
be found in life, and fuch as I am fure 
we ought to imitate in thofe duties which 
fuit our iltuation, if we wifh to be accep- 
table in the fight of God, 

Firft of all then, figure to yourfelves an 
eminent merchant, who had enjoyed the 
happinefs of a religious and virtuous edu- 
cation. From his infancy the fentiments 
of piety were wrought into his mind, and 
they were ftrengthened with his years, 
He was not exempted from the tempta- 
tions that are incident to youth. He had. 
often refitted them, but with forrow he 
found that they had frequently been too 
powerful for him, or that he too eafily 

C 2, 



20 SERMON XL 

yielded to them. Yet with humble hopj 
he betook himfelf to 5 the mercy of God, 
thro' the mediation of his Saviour. His 
heart was open to that divine influence, 
which is never denied to fuch as afk it. 
After many fevere conflicts with his paf- 
fions, he was happily confirmed in reli- 
gion, and an eftablifhed character amongrr. 
all who knew him. His fellow merchants, 
in every exigency, were ready to ccnfult 
him, and to follow his advice. It was al- 
ways dictated by integrity and good fenfe. 
The poor blefled' him. To no public fpi- 
rited defign that lay within the reach of 
his abilities, did he ever refufe his aid : 
neither his friends, his family, nor the 
ftate, had ever reafon to reproach him. 
The regularity of his public devotions, 
and the chearfulnefs of his temper were 
equally remarkable. No man fufpected 
that he was remifs in the private duties of 
religion ; but he was fo fecret in the per- 
formance of them, that the feafons he fet 
apart for this purpofe, were fcarccly known 
to thofe who lived in the fame houie with. 
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film. A variety of incidents would occur 
in fuch a man's life, that could not fail to 
difcover his religious temper. It may be 
inftrutive to fpecify a few. 

A neighbour who was the father of a nu- 
merous family came to him one day, and 
told him that "Hy his interpofition he could 
receive a fupply of a certain kind of mer- 
chandize which would be a mean of fav- 
ing his credit, and preventing the ruin of 
his family. He happened to have a large 
quantity of the fame goods on hand. The 
bringing more muft hurt his prophet eonfi- 
derably ; but humanity and religion did 
not fuffer him to hefitate a moment. He 
granted his requeft. The embarrafied cir?- 
cumftances of another neighbour made 
4iim willing to difpofe of certain efFe&s 
below tliei? real value. He made the offer 

4 ' 

to the man whofe character I ana now de- 
lineating. He paid him at the commoa 
rate, and fufpecting that vanity might part- 
ly have prompted him, almoft condemned 
himfelf for faying, I never yet took ad^ 
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vantage of any man : God forbid that I 
fhould begin with you. To recount all 
the good offices of fuch a man, whofe life 
was dedicated to virtue and religion, were 
endlefs. There . was fcarce a day of his 
life, in which fome generous or friendly, 
fome charitable or pious action would not 
be told of him by his neighbours ; and no 
..evening would ever pafs away, in which he 
was not ready to fay, I proftrate myfelf, O 
God, before thy throne; Lord be merciful 
to me a finner. To this man we may per- 
fuade ourfelves the favour of heaven would 
not be wanting. Temperance and aclivi- 
ty would naturally conduce to his health ; 
v nor will ye wonder that his affairs profper- 
ed in confequence of his induliry and pru- 
cence, joined to the bleffing of God, and 
the confidence of thofe with whom he was 
connected in bufmefs. It would rather be 
ftrange if in his cafe the obfervation of 
Solomon were not verified : In wifdom's 
right hand is length of days^ and in her left 
hand are riches and honour ?, I reverence 
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this chara&er ; and were I jn company with 
fuch a perfon, I fhould be apt in the over- 
flowing of my heart to cry out, Peace is in 
the dwelling of the upright, and the favour 
of God fhall not depart from him. I fhould 
be felicitous to know the fecret emotions 
of his foul. I believe him to be a faint, 
and I fhould not be furprized if he fpoke 
to me in fome fuch terms as thefe. "I am 
" confcious that the world, often unjuft to 
" better men, afcribes to me more than I 
" deferve. On a thoufand things in my 
" paft life, I look back with regret. I am 
" not infenfible to the pleafures of good- 
ec nefs, but cannot help at the fame time 
" feeling and lamenting the diforders of 

my heart, and the errors of my conduct. 

I adore the all-perfect Being, and humble 
" myfelf before him in duft and afhes. 
<c In the meritorious obedience, the un- 
" fpotted facrifice, and the powerful ihter- 
cc ceflion of Jefus, I place my only hope/' 
Would to God, that in moft of its features, 
this character were a juft reprefentation of 
many in this aiTembly. 

C'4 
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Human life, my brethren, is a diverfifiecf 
fcene. A fmgle character gives but a con- 
fined reprefentation of it. My profeffion 
calls me to the praclice of many duties, 
and to the exercife of fome virtues, which 
are not fo immediately necefTary in your 
ftation. You are fubjected to many diffi- 
culties, and expofed to many fnares, from 
which my lot in the world has exempted 
me. To give therefore a more extenfive 
view of the man who will be acceptable 
in his approaches to God, let us fubjoin 
fome other characters. 

In the fame place, we fhall fuppole, there 
lived a perfon very different in feveral re- 
fpe6ts from him we have already defcribed. 
Let thofe fcenes which marked his early 
days, and which he now laments, be for ever 
buried in oblivion. Being afterwards the 
father of a numerous family, he was by 
ibrne of the feverer domeftick afflictions 
led to confideration. Confideration pro- 
duced repentance ; and by the grace of 
God, repentance for the pail ended in a 
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thorough reformation for the future. A 
train of evils however feemed ftill to at- 
tend him. At firft his faith wavered ; hut 
often tried, it grew ftronger every day. 
Perhaps too great feverity fucceeded his for- 
mer diffipation j but the regrets he felt, and 
the calamities he fufFered, rendered this very 
pardonable. Of many it has been remark- 
ed, that age, other purfuits, and different 
cares have produced a change to the better : 
But concerning him every one was ready 
to fay, How powerful is religion, and 
how vifible are the effects of divine grace ! 
The reflection upon his own failings ren-. 
dered him wonderfully mild in his judg- 
ment of others, but engaged him in many 
a&s of mortification, which were termed 
fuperftitious by the uncandid, but which 
he apprehended to be necefiary in his cafe, 
and therefore of religious obligation, A 
feries of diilrefs ftill purfued him. De- 
prived at laft of the confolations he 
was wont to receive from a virtuous and 
affectionate wife, bereft of many hopeful 
children, funk into poverty by unavoidable 
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difafters, fo many misfortunes brought 
wrinkles on his countenance, and gave an 
early greynefs to his locks. With his eyes 
lifted to heaven, whilft the tears flow down 
his cheeks, imagine you hear this fon of 
affliction thus addreffinghimfelf to his Crea- 
tor ; O my God, pity and fupport me. My 
fufferings are not equal to my fins, yet, 
merciful Father, remember I am duft, lay 
not on me more than I am able to bear. 
But whatever it may pleafe thy providence 
to infli6t, preferve me from repining, and 
have mercy on me for his fake who was ac- 
quainted with grief and fuffering, and who 
came to feek and to fave that which was loft. 
Nothing can ftrike that is not particular ; 
let us attend then more narrowly to this 
man's character. It was diftinguifhed by 
patience, felf-denial, and fortitude.. After 
his reformation, no man could hear him 
fey, I have done every thing, but Provi- 
dence frowns upon me. Being prefled to 
receive benefactions from fome who knew 
his fituation, he who in his better days had 
given liberally, would reply to this purpofe ; 
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? When I can ftruggle no longer, I will 
? c readily and gratefully accept' the affift- 
c ance of others j but while my health and 
" capacity remain, I fhall. never receive 
cc what ought to be bellowed on the more 
* 6 indigent and helplefs." Suppofe him at 
length on the bed of death, in full poffef- 
lion of his reafon, would it not be natural 
for him to exprefs his fentiments in fome 
fuch manner as this ; O my friends, love 
God. Adhere to the laws of Jefus Chrift, 
and know that your labour fhall not be in 
yain. You behold me worn out with age, 
and overwhelmed with calamities ; but 
without the confolations of religion I had 
been utterly wretched and undone. My 
warfare is now accomplifhed. Gracious 
God, forgive the errors of my youth, and 
the fins of my riper years. My foul re- 
vives within me. The grace of my Re- 
deemer gives me new frrength. O conduct 
me from this valley of tears to the regions 
of glory and felicity. Come Lord Jefus, 
come quickly. Who is not ready in fuch 
a cafe to fay in the words of Balaam, Let 
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me die the death of the righteous, and let my 
la/I end be like his ! k But to proceed. 

In the fight of God, my brethren, no fta- 
tion is mean. In his view it is not rank, but 
conducl: only, that can dignify or .difgrace. 
Let us fuppofe then a perfon, whofe birth, 
education and natural endowments con- 
fine him to one of the loweft fpheres of life. 
While he ferv^shis fellow mortal, hefhews 
himfelf the fervant of God. The ordina- 
ry duties of his ftation are not very exten- 
five or very numerous, but he is thoroughly 
confcientious in the performance of them. 
His integrity and affiduity are irreproach- 
able : Uncorrupted by the vices of others, 
he neither purloins his matter's goods, nor 
permits his intereft to fuffer by his negli- 
gence. The maxims of honour and mean- 
nefs which depend upon a commerce with 
the world, and which are not without their 
ufe, do not actuate him, he is influenced by 
nobler and more rational motives, he acts 
from finglenefs of heart, fearing God whorn 

k Numb, xxiii. 10, 
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fee knows to be no refpecter of perfons. He 
confiders himfelf as one who is bought by the 
blood of Ghrift, in whom there is no dif- 
tinction of rich or poor, or bond or free 5 
and that gratitude and duty bind him to 
obey his laws. He knows that every faith- 
ful difciple of Jefus is an heir of eternal 
happinefs. This raifeth him. above the 
world. Satisfied with the humble great- 
nefs of a good confcience, he deferves more 
refpet than thoufands that are clad in 
purple and fine linen. 

But to imprefs your minds with a fenfe 
of thofe virtues which are required in the' 
worfhippers of God, why fhoutd I have re- 
courfe to fuch defcriptrons as thefe ? The 
fcriptu're itfelf has in various places in the' 
ftrongeft and livelieft manner defcribed the 
conduct that is neceffary for fitting us to 
appear before the Lord. Let us feleel fome 
of the moil remarkable paffages where this 
fubjecT: is treated. The whole of the fif- 
teenth .pfalm is taken up in defcribing a 
citizen of Z.ion. It begins with a queftion 
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exadtly the fame with that in our text, 
Who jball abide in thy tabernacle? Wljo Jhall 
dwell In thy holy hill? Attend carefully to 
the anfwer which is given. 

The import of the inquiry in the fixth 
chapter of Micah is the fame ; and the an- 
fwer is coincident. There is a ftrange ten- 
dency in the corrupted nature of man, to 
apprehend that he can pleafe God by mere 
external obfervances. This is ftrongly ex- 
emplified in the Jews, and no lefs ftrongly 
expofed by the prophets, who never fail to 
infift on the necefiity of a holy and benefi- 
cent life. Wherefore^ fay the Jews, have 
we fajicd, and ihou fee/} not } ? And what 
fays the prophet ? Wajh ye, make you clean^ 
put away the evil of pur doings from be- 
fore mine eyes., ceafe to do evil, learn to do 
well, feek judgment, relieve the opprejjed^ 
judge the father lefs, plead for ths widow m * 

The do&rine of our divine mailer, who 
came not to deftroy the law or the prophets,; 

1 If. Iviii, 3, m Chap. L 16, 
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but to fulfil them, entirely correfponds 
to this. In his fermon upon the mount, 
none are termed blefled, but thofe who were 
pofTeffed of the feveral virtues there recom- 
mended. No man could be a difciple, or, 
according to the phrafe of fcripture, enter 
into the kingdom of heaven, whofe rights- 
oufnefs did not exceed the righteoufnefs of 
the fcribes and pharifees n . The whole te- 
nor of the gofpel declares, that in Chrift 
Jefus circumcifion availeth nothing^ nor un- 
circumcifion^ but a new creature . Such of 
his parables as moft fully difplay the mercy 
of his difpenfation,, particularly thofe of the 
pharifee and publican, and of the prodigal 
fon, dolikewifemewtheneceflity of an hum- 
ble fpirit, and a right temper, in order to 
acceptance with the fupreme judge. There 
is not a greater blafphemy againft the Son 
of God, than to fuppofe that he meant by 
his doftrine to loofen the obligations of vir- 
tue and purity, of which he exhibited in his 
life ib perfect a pattern, and which in his 
teaching he recommends with fo much 

ft Mat. v, 20 Gal, vi. 15. 
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warmth and energy. I might alfo infift 
on the example of thofe, whofe hiftory the 
fcripture records for our inftruftion. I 
might defcribe the righteoufnefs of Abel, of 
Noah, of Abraham; the virtue of Jofeph, 
the meeknefs of Mofes, the integrity of 
Samuel, the patience of Job, the fortitude 
of the prophets, the zeal, the charity, and 
the magnanimity of the apoftles. To illuftrate 
the fame point, I might difcourfe on the 
penitence of David, the contrition of Pe- 
ter, and the happy confequences with which 
they were followed. In fnort, the whole of 
the bible from beginning to end would con- 
fpire in confirming that ancient oracle of 
heaven, If tkou doeft zvell^ foalt tbou not be 
accepted ? And if tbou doeft not well., fin 
lieib at the door P, and in teaching this im- 
portant principle, That the prayers of the 
wicked are an abomination to the Lord 1 5 
but that the cry of the righteous reacheth 
to the throne of God, and that the lifting 
up of their hands is acceptable as the morn- 
ing and the evening facrifice. 

P Gen. iv. 7. * Prov. xxviii, 9. 
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I mall now conclude with a few reflec- 
tions. In the firft place, fmce the charac-i 
ter which is requifite for rendering us ac- 
ceptable worftiippers of God, is fo pure 
and holy, how careful fhould we be to in- 
quire whether it is ours ? We are fo confti- 
tuted, that the prefence of a fellow crea- 
ture gives us a defire of appearing to him in 
a favourable light. This defire is fennV 
bly felt before an equal, but it exerts itfelf 
more ftrongly before a fuperior. Even the 
moft virtuous are not without a wifh to 
know by what honeft means they may ren- 
der themfelves agreeable. If this is natu- 
ral, how inexcufable muft it be to approach 
precipitately the prefence of that Being, 
before whom the angels cover their faces 
with their wings ? Need I fay, that his ap- 
probation is of more importance than that 
of the whole world ? Need I Ihow that h's 
favour is life, and his loving kindnefs is 
better than life ? How felicitous then 
ihould we be to knowj whether we are the 
objects of it ? Let us therefore attend to 
the language of our conduct, and examine 

VOL, II, D 
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the difpofition of our hearts. This is not a ! 
work to be gone about flightly ; it ought 
to be performed with the utmoft ferioufnefs 
and ftrictnefs. If we find that the love of 
God and man has been the main fpring 
of our actions, let us give God the glory, 
and refolve, that by his grace ftrengthening 
us we will perfevere, and go on to perfec- 
tion. To ferious refolutions let us add 
fervent prayers to God, addreffing him in 
the words of the pfalmift, Search me, O GW, 
and know my heart : try me and know my : 
thoughts. And fee if there be any wicked way 
in me^ and lead me in the way everlajl~ 



Finally?, flnce that conduct and temper 
which God requires in thofe who approach 
him, is fo blamelefs and holy, what reafon. 
have we all to humble ourfelves in his fight,. 
and to acknowledge and deplore our un- 
worthinefs ? We have all finned and corns 
Jhort of his glory ', and were he ftritt to 
mark iniquity, we could notjland before him.,, 

* Pf. cxxxix. 23, 24 * Rom. iii. 23. 
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iior dnfwer for one of a tloufand*. The 
beft men are far below the ftandard of per- 
fection, and too fenfible of their defe&s to 
plead their virtue at the tribunal of juftice, 
or to challenge as their right the friendfhipi 
of the fupreme. And how far are we be- 
low the char after of the beft ? With what 
contrition fhould a review of our part of- 
fences fill our minds ? and what humility 
fhould the confcioufnefs of oiir prefent 
frailities infpire ? Happy is the man who 
has been early led into the paths of virtue^ 
and purfues his journey towards perfection 
with unremitting fteps. . Happy in the next 
degree the finner, who, pierced with a fenfe 
of his guilt and mifery, flees from both by 
a fpeedy repentance^ and implores pardon 
in the blood of Chrift. If you, my bre- 
thren, perceive the beauty of holinefs, if you 
love it, and if you refolve to practice it, 
come to God in humble confidence of his 
mercy thro' Jefus your redeemer, by whom 
we are warranted to affure you that ye fhali 
not be rejected. It is your Saviour's cha- 

D2 

1 Job ix. 3. 
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rafter, that he will not break the Iruifed 

reed, nor quench the fmoaking flax". If you 

are fick of fin, and weary of its bondage, 

be not afraid of applying to him who is the 

phyfician of the fick, and the deliverer of 

the captive. With the outftretched arms 

of unbounded compaffion he will receive 

you, and will treat you as his brethren, and 

his friends. Te Jball receive the llejjing 

from the Lord, and righteoufnefs from the 

God of your falvation* 



* Mat. xii. 20. 
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LUKE xv. ii 24. 

And he fetid, A certain man had two fans : 
and the younger of them faid to bis fa- 
ther^ Father ', give me the portion of goods 
that falleth to me. And he divided unto 
them his living. And not many days af- 
ter , the younger fon gathered all together t 
and took his journey into a far country^ 
and there wafted his fubftance with riot- 
ous living. And when he had fpent all., 
there arofe a mighty famine in that land:, 
and he began to be in want. And he 
went and joined himfelf to a citizen of 
that country ; and he fenf him into his 
fields to feed fwine. ' And he would fain 
have, filled his belly with the hujks that 
the fwine did eat : and no man gave un- 
to him. And when he came to himfelf, he 
faid, How many hired fervants of my 
father's have bread enough and to fpare^ 
and I perijh with hunger ! I will arife y 

03 
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and go to my father, and will fay to 
Father, I have finned againft heaven, 
and before thee, and am no more worthy 
to be called thy fan : make me as one of 
thy hired fervants. And he arofe, and 
fame to his father. But when he was yet 
a great way off", his father f aw him, and 
had compajjion, and ran, and fell on his 
neck, and kijfed him. And the fan faid un- 
to him, Father, I have finned again/} 
heaven, and in thy fight, and am no 
more worthy to be called thy fon. But 
the father faid to his fervants, Bring 
forth the left robe, and put it on him, and 
fut a ring on his hand, and /hoes on his 
feet. And bring hither the fatted calf, 
and kill it ; and let us eat and be merry. 
For this my fon was dead, and is alive 
again ; he was loft, and is found. And 
they began to be merry. 

TH E company to which our Saviour 
addrefied his difcourfe at this time, 
conlifted of men who had very different 
characters, and who, to outward appearance, 
were very unlike in their manners. The 
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publicans, who were the collectors of the 
taxes impofed by the Romans, and who 
were extremely difagreeable to the Jews 
both on account of their office and their 
behaviour in the execution of it, with many 
others equally notorious for their vices, 
made up one clafs of his hearers. The other 
clafs confuted of the fcribes and pharifees, 
whofe pretences to purity and fan6tity were 
very high, who treated thofe who differed 
from them with the moft fupercilious con- 
tempt, afluming an exclufive privilege of 
being accounted holy ; while at the fame 
time their hearts were altogether vitiated 
corrupted* 



The parables recorded in this chapter are 
admirably calculated for inftruHng the for- 
mer of thofe clafles in the extent of the di- 
vine mercy, and thus engaging them to fly to 
its protection, and for reproving the uncha- 
ritablenefs and felf-fufficiency of the latter. 
In the two firft parables, that of the loft 
Iheep and that of the loft piece of filver, we 
may difcern the addrefs of our Saviour as a 
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teacher. The flrongeft reafons for hope? 
are explicitly conveyed to the publicans 
and finners : but the rebuke to the fcribes 
and pharifees is oblique and concealed. 
Thus the attention of one part of his au- 
dience is roufec!,and their affections gained : 
and by the force of truth, delivered in the 
moft engaging manner, the murmurings 
of the pharifees on account of our Savi- 
our's keeping company with finners are 
made gradually to fubfide. In the third pa- 
rable, which begins at the eleventh verfe, in 
a narration the mpft fimple and natural, all 
thofe circumftances are united, which, 
while they enlighten the underftanding, are 
at the fame time proper for touching the 
heart. We here difcover this divine teach- 
er fliewing, with equal clearnefs, his enr 
larged mind, his compaflionate heart, hi$ 
awful authority, and his nervous eloquence. 
I have confined myfelf at prefent to that 
part of this parable which chiefly prefents 
to us. the mifery of vice, the difpofltion of a 
true penitent, and the mercy of God. The 
decorum and propriety with which our 
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Saviour condu&s his allegories, and their 
excellence, not only as fources of moral 
inftru&ion, but as patterns of juft and fine 
writing, are very remarkable. Inftead of 
darkening a plain paiTage by a tedious cri- 
tical commentary, I choofe in the prefent 
cafe to juflify the remark I have now made 
by the following obfervations. 

It is the younger of the two fons who is 
impatient of his father's reitraint, and afks 
for a portion of his goods. His youth and 
his inexperience plead fome excufe for his 
levity, his impatience, and the rafhnefs of 
his requed. The hafte with which this 
young man, as is obferved in the I3th 
verfe, collected all he had, in order to ful- 
fil his defigns, is extremely agreeable to 
the fire and impetuofity of youth, and to the 
violence of eager and ungratified paffions. 
There is alfo a circumftance taken notice 
of in the fame verfe, which interefts the 
reader in his favour, and prepares us in fome 
meafure to expect his recovery : it is, that 
he took his journey into a far country. By this 
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It is hinted that, though bent upon vice 
and refolyed to indulge himfelf in it, yet 
he was not loft to fhame, nor to the force 
of every other virtuous principle. The eye 
of a father would have proved too fevere a 
check upon him, and his authority too 
great a hindrance to his unlawful purfuits. 
Beyond the reach of that eye which would 
have infpired him with reverence, he there- 
fore refolves to live, and the interpofition 
of that authority which his nature would 
not have fuffered him to have contemned, 
he determines by his diftance to render im^ 
practicable. 

The intention of our Saviour's difcourfe 
difcovers the propriety of his relating brief- 
ly the manner in which this young man 
fquandered his fortune. It was not his de- 
fign to render him too much an object of 
deteftation. He therefore does not paint 
his vices in thofe ftrong colours, in which 
we know from other defcriptions that he 
was fo able to draw them. It is fufficient 
at prefent to denote them by the name of 

l 
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riotous living. It is natural to imagine, 
that extravagance will be the parent of 
want : but it is alfo natural to fuppofe, that 
influenced by fome timely warning, one 
may be brought to reflect and to recover 
himfelf before he is plunged in the very- 
depth of mifery. This fuppofition, the hif- 
tory in the prefent cafe for a little feems to 
favour, and the intimating all at once the 
extremity of the wretched, forlorn and def- 
picable condition of this thoughtlefs youth, 
more ftrongly excites the feeling of fur- 
prize and fympathy, from the mixture of 
which we receive thofe emotions of forrow 
which the human mind approves of and 
upon the whole delights in. He joined. 
hi?nfelf to a citizen of that country., but 
alas ! be was fent into the fields to feed fwlne y 
and he would have been glad to have filled 
his belly with the hujks which the fwine did 
eat ; and no man gave unto him. Thefe ex- 
preffions convey to every one the ideas of a 
mean and fervile employment, and extreme 
indigence. But they imprefled a Jew ftill 
more ftrongly. Thefe animals whofe flem 
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the Jews were not allowed to eat, and whofe 
carcafes they were prohibited to touch, 
this young man, who once had fo different 
profpedts, was now obliged to attend as a 
keeper, and even envied them the food 
which they devoured. On account of his 
wretchednefs he is forced to give up the 
rights of his birth, the prerogative of his 
former {ration ; and want conquers that an-r 
tipathy which his education, his prejudices, 
and his religion had fo deeply riveted in his 
nature, 

But affliction produced in him fober 
thoughts. In the iyth verfe, we are told 
that he came to bimfelf. Vice and immora- 
lity is one fpecies, and perhaps the worft 
fpecies of madnefs. And therefore in an- 
tient languages, wifdom and virtue are of- 
ten confidered as fignifying the fame thing ; 
fo in like manner are vice and folly, or mad- 
nefs. I think in this there is great pro- 
priety. For madnefs, according to the gene- 
ral acceptation, means fuch an extravagant 
deviation from the ordinary apprehenfions 
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arid actions of men, as difcovers either the 
want, or total derangement of fome of the 
principal faculties which men daily exer- 
cife in common life. Now vice is the 
fame deviation from the eftablifhed confti- 
tution of nature, and the fame violation 
of its laws as madnefs is of the ordinary 
practice of mankind. 

E very thing in this parahle is animated. 
No tedious defcriptions, nor tirefome rela- 
tions. The whole is tranfa&ed, not nar- 
rated. The fpeech with which the prodigal 
refolves to accoft his father, paints in the 
moft expreflive language, the wretchednefs 
of his ftate, and the penitence and humility 
of his heart. 

In the aoth verfe we read, that when he 
was yet a great way off"^ his father faw him 9 
had compajfion, and ran and fell on his neck 
and kiffed him. Does not every circum- 
ftance difplay the character of the tender 
parent ? The eye which age and affliction 
had rendered dim, notvrithftanding the 
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iqualid and miferable appearance of the 
traveller, at a diilance recognizes his own 
.fon. Affection warms the father's blood, 
gives fupplenefs to his joints, and fpeed to 
his feet. The interruption which the fa- 
ther makes in the 22d verfe to the preme- 
ditated difcourfe of his fon, relieves from, 
the langour of a repetition, and difcovers 
In a moving manner, the ftrong affections 
and overflowing fympathy of the father's 
heart. In the charge given to the fervants, 
and the reafons by which it is enforced, are 
ftrongly marked the generoflty of the fa- 
ther's difpofition, the naked and miferable 
condition of the prodigal, the unfeigned joy 
at his return, and the gracious manner in 
which he was received. 

Upon the whole, this parable appears to 
me one of the moft fimple, natural and 
animated pieces of compofition. But its ex- 
cellence in thefe refpeb conftitutes the 
leaft part of its merit. What may be term- 
ed the body of the difcourfe, the language 
and the incidents, are elegant and ftriicing : 
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and the foul, the fentiments and the moral 
mftnition which it conveys are fo juft an# 
important, that they entirely correfpond.- 
Let us now confider it in this latter light. 

I need not inform any perfon, that the fa- 1 
ther is intended to reprefent to us the Al- 
mighty, who is the univerfal parent of hea- 
ven and earth, who openeth his hand and libe- 
rally fatisfieth the wants of bis creatures : or 
that in the younger fon, is figured the charac- 
ter of a finner, who regardlefs of the ties of 
duty and gratitude, forfakes thelaws of God, 
and follows the corrupt devices of his own 
heart. All this is extremely obvious : and 
yet fcarcely any thing more is neceflary for 
making us fully comprehend the moral -in- 
ftrutions that are juftly founded on this 
parable ; for we are not to fearch for the 
moral of every circumftance. Such dif~ 
quifitions are generally harmlefs, and may 
fometimes be ufeful ; but they rather tend 
to withdraw our attention from the chief 
end of parables. The propereft way (fcf 
treating them feems to be, to obferve and 
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enforce the general purpofes for which they 
were fpoken : and to point out thefe., does 
not require much acutenefs or penetration; 
They are for the moft part extremely evi- 
dent. For inftance, does not every one fee 
that the portion of the parable now under 
confideration is principally calculated for 
the purpofes I formerly hinted at, to repre- 
fenttous, i ft the fatal confequences of ram* 
nefs, folly and vice; 2dly the difpofition and 
temper of a true penitent ; and laftly, the 
mercy of God, and his readinefs to receive 
every returning fmner. Keeping thefe 
three objects in our view, I mail again re- 
view the hiftory of this prodigal fon, and 
apply what may be faid as we go along. 

Uneafy under the reftraint which a fa- 
ther's prefence impofed, this young man 
is anxious to leave his own country, and 
to fulfil all the defires of his heart. Hav^ 
ing obtained from an indulgent parent, a 
fhare of his eftate, he immediately under- 
takes his journey. At this inftant, let us 
contemplatehim 3 young, healthy, unexperi- 
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en-ced, elevated with the prefent, fearlefs 
of the future, his eye indicating the rap- 
ture of his heart ; his foul prognofticates 
the higheft joy, and he thinks himfelf the 
happieft of mortals. What fcenes of plea- 
Fure does he revolve in his mind ! and he 
longs for nothing but the day in which he 
ihall gratify all his wifhes. But why fhould 
he fear the prefence of a father ? why fly 
from the fight of a man, whom he knows 
to be the object of reverence ? His heart 
even now fometimes mifgives him, and 
virtue offers her facred admonitions. But 
the flattery and intoxication of vice pufli 
him on, and regardlefs of every wife and 
fober reflection, he haftens to his ruin. His 
money becomes the mean of his deftru&ion. 
His appetites grow every day more irregu- 
lar and rapacious, and he purchafes every 
objecT: that can gratify them. The light of 
reafon fometimes rifes in his foul. He ex- 
tinguifhes it by plunging in vice. Many a 
time has confcience offered to be his moni- 
tor : by the moft infamous debauchery he 
checks her admonitions, till for a feafon, fhe 
has relinquifhed her office. Why ihould I 
VOL, II. E 
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recount all the difhoneft deeds, the impure 
thoughts, and the unworthy pleafures of a 
man, who follows the corrupt inclinations 
of his heart, and is deferted by God ? A 
companion of profligates, tyrannized over 
by his lufts, avoided by every good man, 
he muft foon feel the mifery, which, though 
contrary to his intention, he has fo direct- 
ly and affiduoufly earned. So it happened 
to this prodigal. He wafted bis fubftance^ 
and he began to be in want. How great and 
how fatal was this change ! Accuftomed 

O 

to eat before he was hungry, to drink be- 
fore he was thirfty, never to fuffer the call 
of any appetite to remain unanfwered, how 
wretched does he now feel himfelf, depriv- 
ed not only of the fuperfluities, but of 
the very neceflaries of life ! Where are 
now the companions of his better days, the 
partakers of his riotous and unholy plea- 
fures ! Where is the friend in whom he 
trufred, the miftrefs with whom he fquan- 
dered, or the fervants that were obedient to 
his call ? They are all fled ; the blaft of 
winter is come j and thofe infels that only 
wantoned in the fun-fhine of fummer* 
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are For ever vanifhed. The extremity to 
which he is reduced, obliges him to fub- 
mit to the rneaneft and moft defpicable 
employment* 

Obferve him now, and remark the al- 
teration which fin has produced. What 
hopes and expectations did his look be- 
token when he left his father's houfe ? 

* * 

What joy did it exprefs, when he was riot- 
ing in wantonnefs ? behold now, what de- 
jection, and what defpair ! The nicefl art 
was employed in preparing garments to 
fet off his youth and beauty to advantage : 
behold now, rags fcarcely protect him from 
the cold ; the beggar and he wear the 
fame attire. The beggar, who was never 
in a better ftate, receives with gratitude 
every morfel, and taftes it with pleafure : 
to this youth, the remembrance of the paft 
imbitters the prefent. Removed from a 
paradife to a wildernefs, from a falfe para- 
dife to a real wildernefs, the iharpeft ar- 
row of affliction pierces his breaft, and the 
tears he fheds difcover a heart overwhelm- 

E 2 
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ed with the bittereft grief. I almoft forget 
his fins, and I compaffionate his fufFerings. 
But we have not feen the half of them. 
His outward mifery ftrikes the eye, but it 
is only the fhadow of his inward anguifh. 
How fhall I paint to you the remorfe that 
preys upon his heart, and the agitations 
that diffract his foul ! Fortune, thy attacks 
are fevere, but the attacks of guilt are in- 
tolerable. Bodily infirmity may be borne, 
but a wvundedfpiriti who can bear ? When 
the arrows of the Almighty fthk faft In & 
man^ then indeed is he troubled^ and bowed 
down mightily. He is feeble and fore broken : 
He roareth by reafon of the difquietnefs of Ms 
heart. His heart panteth, and his Jlrengtb 
faileth him. In what a different light does 
the prodigal now view his immorality, 
his debauchery, his impiety ? A thoufand 
thoughts prefent themfelves : but every 
one is more excruciating than another. 
All his vices pafs in review before him. 
They are like the ghofts of the murdered, 
and they feem to intreat that the vengeance 
of heaven may overtake him. Is this pic- 
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ture too much heightened ? I really believe 
it is not: and could we look with impar- 
tial eyes at the havock which (in makes in 
a human foul, I am perfuaded we fhould 
eonfefs the juftnefs of this portrait. We 
enter into a lazar-houfe, and we fee our 
fellow-creatures opprefled with fome inve- 
terate and unremitting diftemper, or fmit- 
ten with one univerfal fore. Nature fhrinks 
at the light. Oh ! for the eye of angels 
properly to difcern the difeafes of the 
foul, to perceive the blacknefs of guilt, the 
horror of an awakened confcience ! Then 
every fight that is" now fickening wo,uld be- 
come almoft pleafing in comparifon of the 
loathfomenefs of thefe. Vice repeated and 
perfevered in, is the only object which 
makes angels relinquiflx the charge of mor- 
tals, and fly from their fociety as we fly from 
the place infected with the plague, 

But there is no room left for repentance, 
no place for pardon ? To all the evils of 
fin is that laft and moft intolerable one to 
be added, the defpair of 3, recovery ? No, 
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my brethren, it is not. This hiftory difco- 
vers to us the difpofition of a true penitent; 
and our Saviour, who relates this hiftory, 
prefents this difpofition at the throne of 
God, and irrefiftibly pleads for its accep- 
tance. 

The evil of fin lies in the foul. Before it 
is removed therefore the foul muft undergo 
feme alteration. It is vain to imagine, 
that true penitence confifts in external ob- 
fervances or coftly offerings. If you could 
facrifice thousands of rams, and make an 
oblation often tboufand rivers of oil: if you 
fhould give your firft-l>orn for your tranf- 
grejjions ; the fruit of your body for the Jin 
of your foul, ftill you might be a ftranger to 
that temper which gained the prodigal fo 
welcome a reception. When one receives 
a wound, we do not apply bandages and 
ointments to his garments, but to the part 
aiTe&ed. The difeafes of the foul in like 
manner cire not cured by extrinfic and fo- 
reign applications, but by fomething that 
is inward and congenial-. Now repentance 

4 
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is that medicine which, by the bleffing of 
God and the operations of his fpirit, cureth 
the foul of fin ; and it confifts in a ferious 
fenfe of our tranfgreffions, a deep humility 
on account of them, a lincere contrition 
of heart, accompanied with an ingenuous 
confeilion, and an unihaken refolution of 
amendment. 

All thefe particulars are either exprefied 
or implied in the temper of the returning 
prodigal. I will fay to my father ; Father , 
I have finned againjl heaven and before thee, 
find am no more worthy to be called thy fan ; 
make me as one . of thy hired fcrvants. He 
has fuch a ftrong fenfe of his paft folly, that 
he acknowledges he has forfeited the rights 
of his birth. He afks not the privilege 
of a fon, but the protection of a fervant. 
His whole fpeech difcovers the genuinenefs 
of his forrow, and the deepnefs of his con- 
trition ; far from endeavouring to cover 
or palliate his tranfgreflions, he confefles 
them in the moft open and afFe&ing man-r 
ner. The expreflion of his refolution of 

E 4 
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amendment is the only thing which feems 
here to be wanting; but this very circum- 
ftance gives us a new occafion to obferve 
the wonderful propriety and inimitable 
beauty of our Saviour's difcourfes. The 
prodigal had been engaged in fuch fcenes 
of wickednefs that the refle&ion upon them 
quite overwhelmed him. He fcarcely durft 
promife upon his own treacherous heart. 
And having fo far and fo caufelefsly offend- 
ed, ha blufhcs to declare his refolutjon of 
amendment. He leaves it to his look, his 
manner, the whole fpirit of his difcourfe, to 
fpeak the fecret but firm purpofe of his foul. 
Is not this a conduct at once the moft en- 
gaging, becoming and noble? and does 
not the reprefentation of it difcover to us 
one of thofe delicate ftrokes of description 
which diftincruHh ^ rnafter ? 

O 

I might expatiate upon each of the par- 
ticulars implied in repentance, fhew their 
connection, and explain how one of thefe 
naturally leads to another, in the order I 
have mentioned them. Without a fenfe 
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of fin, it is pkin, we cannot feel the firft 
emotions of penitence. But a fenfe of fin 
jferigufly entertained, is a natural fource of 
humility ; for when we confider our cor- 
ruptions and vices, we cannot efteem our- 
felves, but are afhamed and abafhed on ac- 
count of them. In this ftate,our heart, form- 
ed to difcern and afpire after what is excel- 
lent, is affe&ed with a feeling of its own 
.defects. Overwhelmed with grief, we find 
no eafe but in an honeft confeflion ; and 
from this very ael: we are formed to .derive 
fome confolation. Refolution of amend- 
ment is the natural confequence of thefe 
previous fteps j and indeed the only courfe 
which remains for us to take. Your time 
will not permit me to infift more fully 
upon thefe particulars. Let me only pro- 
duce a few texts of fcripture, to mow that 
the difpofition now defcribed is the only 
acceptable facrifice to God, and indifpen- 
fably neceflary in chriftians. It was a pre- 
vailing error among the Ifraelites, that God 
would be pleafed with a variety of obla- 
tions : their prophets are careful to correct 
4 
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this error, and to lead them to juft fenti- 
ments upon this fubjecl-. Hear, my people, 
and I willfpeak ; O Jfrael, and I will tejllfy 
againft thee. I am God, even thy God. I 
will not reprove thee for thy facrifices or thy 
lurnt-offerings, to have been continually be- 
fore me. I will take no bullock out of thy 
houfe, nor he-goat out of thy folds. For 
every leajl of the forejl is mine, and the cattle 
upon a thoufand hills. I know all the fowls 
of the mountains, and the wild beajls of the 
field are mine. If I were hungry, I would 
not tell thee ; for the world is mine, and the 
fulmfs thereof. Will I eat the Jlejh of bulls, 
or drink the blood of goats a ? To the fame 
purpofe, David in another place fays, Thou 
defirejl not facrlfice, elfe would I give it. 
Thou delightefr not in burnt-offering ; and 
immediately after declares, agreeably to our 
doctrine, The facrifices of God are a broken 
fpirit j a broken and a contrite heart, O God, 
thcfu wilt not defpife b . He that confefleth his 
fins, and forfakcth them, faith the wife 
man, the fame fball find mercy ; hut he that 

a Pfalm 1. 7 14. b Pfalm li. 16, 17. 
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cover eth his fins^ Jball not profper c . And 
in the new teftament, deftruclion is de- 
nounced againft all who do not repent. 
Except ye repent , ye fnall all likewife perifo d . 
In the parable of the pharifee and publi- 
can % the latter, who was afhamed on ac- 
count of his fins, who ftood at a diftance, 
and beat upon his breaft, and faid, God be 
merciful to me a finner : went down to bis 
houfe jvjlijied^ rather than the other. 

But in the third place : In this parable 
is reprefented to us the mercy of God, 
and his readinefs to receive every returning 
finner. This is the perfection of the divine 
nature, in which, as offending creatures, 
we are principally interefted. By his good- 
nefs he is the object of the love and vene- 
ration of angels. From its emanations 
they receive their felicity, and, dwelling at 
the fountain of joy, they know no forrow. 
But goodnefs itfelf, ftricb impartial good- 
nefs, is the object of terror to a weak im- 
perfect creature like man, confcious of his 

c Prov. xxviii. 13. d Luke xiii. 3. e Luke x. 
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fins, and repeated offences. Goodnefs en- 
gages the being that is poflefled of it, to be 
beneficent, to beftow the means of happi- 
nefs, but not to reftore them if they have 
been mifapplied and fquandered. When I 
furvey the juftice of the Pivinity, I tremble 
in his prefence ; and were I ignorant of 
every other moral perfection of his nature, 
I mould pray to be reduced to nothing. 
When I view his goodnefs, I admire and 
adore it; but I envy the angels who never 
fell, and who are the objects of its compla- 
cence. But when I fee him clothed in his 
mercy, I glory in my lot as a man, and 
raife my eyes to immortality. Now it is 
this attribute which is reprefented to us 
in this parable. When the prodigal had 
wafted all, when he was ruined and un- 
done, and was obliged to return to that 
father whom he had difregarded and dif- 
honoured ; we read, while be was yet a 
great way off^ he had compajfion., and ran 
and fell on his neck> and kijjed him. Does 
not this teach us that, like as a father pitietb 
his children, fo the Lord pitieth every repent- 
ing fmner. Even under the feverity of the 
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old difpenfation, the Omnipptent had de- 
clared himfelf the Lardy the Lord God^ mer~ 
ciful and gracious, iong-fuffering and Jlow to 
anger i forgiving iniquity ', tranfgreffion^ and 
Jin. With him, it was at that period de- 
clared, there was mercy^ that he might be 
feared^ and -plenteous redemption ; and. be 
remembered the frame of mortals, that they 
were but duft. But ftill clearer declara- 
tions of the mercy and placability of God 
are afforded to us under the new difpen- 
fation, in which Chrift himfelf is the law- 
giver. The heavenly voice at his birth 
proclaimed, Peace on earth^ and good-will 
to men : as if all that had yet been known, 
was only to be compared to fome fcattered 
rays which preceded the rifing of the fun. 
One great part of our Saviour's employ- 
ment, during the whole of his miniftry, 
was to difplay the divinity in his mildeil 
afpecl:, and by this means, to heal the broken 
in hearty and to bind up the wounded infpirit. 
And finally, this Saviour, by an unfpotted 
obedience, and a meritorious death, made 
mercy and truth to meet together ', rightewfttffs 
<wd p&cs to kifs each other. 
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Having now conlidered the fatal confe- 
quences of vice, the difpofition of a true 
penitent, and the exuberant mercy of God ; 
let us in a few fentences apply what has 
been faid. 

Is vice the diret road to mifery and 
ruin ? Does not daily experience convince 
us that it is ? While the common acci- 
dents of life flay their thoufands, this evil 
alone killeth her ten thoufands. Let this 
teach us to confider it as our greateft ene- 
my. If there were a general reformation 
in a country, I could fcarcely number up 
the train of difeafes, misfortunes, and aP- 
flitions which would difappear at once by 
its means : for trace our calamities to the 
fource, and it will be found that vice is the 
chief one. Let the wicked man forfake bis 
ways, and the unrighteous man his thoughts^ 
and let all who are not yet initiated in fm^ 
beware of it, for verily it bringeth a fnare 
to his foul 

2dly, Since the difpofition of a true pe- 
nitent is fo pleafing in the fight of God, 
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what reafon has every one of us, to endea- 
vour to obtain it I The Almighty Ihews 
the value he has for a human foul, by pre- 
ferring its renewal to every other facrifice. 
There is a ftrange propenfity in corrupt 
man, to endeavour to pleafe God in fome 
different manner j but this is the only way 
that is acceptable. To what purpofe is ths- 
multitude of your fabbatbs, your new-moons^ 
and your oblations ? Waft ye^ make ye clean? 
put away the evil of your doings, ceafe to 
do evil) learn to do well. What occafion 
we all have for this, let our lives and our 
manners teftify. Does that piety, integri- 
ty or purity prevail among us, which be- 
come the gofpel ? Is that love to God, and- 
regard to his laws, which the gofpel en- 
joins, the ruling principle of our lives ? 
Would to God it were ! after all, there 
fhould remain fuiHcient defects to lament* 
But as it is otherwife, how deep ought our 
humiliation to be ! Let us acknowledge 
our tranfgreffions, and be diligent to fearch 
out the plague of our own hearts, and turn 
unto 6V/, who will have mercy ; and unto 
Qur Gody ivho will abundantly pardon. 
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Laftly, This meJrcy of God which is 
difplayed in the fcriptures, ought to be the 
object of oiir praife and adoration. We 
are enabled to view Godj and yet we are 
not confumed. Blefs the Lord, then, O my 
foul, and all that is within me? blefs hi? 
holy name ; blefs the Lord, my foul, and 
forget not all his benefits ; who forgivetb 
all thine iniquities. He will not always 
chide, neither will he keep his anger for 
ever: he hath not dealt with us after our 
Jins, nor rewarded us according to our ini- 
quities ; for as the heaven is high above the 
earth? fo great is his mercy toward them that 
fear him : as far as the eaft is from the weft, 
fo far hath he removed our tranfgrejjions from 
us. Blefs the Lord, O my fouL . 
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M A T T H E W xi. 29. 

Take my yoke upon you^ and learn of me, for 
I am meek and lowly in heariy dnd ye 
Jball find reft unto your fouls. 

IN the primitive ages of chriftianity, there 
could be no inducement for any one to 
aflume the character of a chriftianj but his 
being perfuaded of the truth of the gofpel, 
and of its efficacy to procure falvation to 
thofe who obeyed its precepts. Men at 
that time very rarely engaged in any of the 
external exercifes of religion, but from a 
fenfe of the obligation they lay under t0 
purity and integrity, the ultimate ends o 
all religion. But now the cafe feems to be 
much altered for the worfe. While the 
pious frequent religious aflemblies out of 
devotion, regard the name of chriftianas 
the moft honourable appellation, and con- 
fefs that their profefiion of faith in Jefus 
VOL. II. F 



66 SERMON XIII. 

lays them under the ftrongeft obligation to 
obey his laws ; a very coniiderable number 
aflemble with thefe from very different 
motives, confider the name of chriftian on- 
ly as a proper badge in a chriftian land, and 
profefs themfelves believers only thro* cuf- 
tom, or to obtain fonie temporal advantages 
with which the profeifion is attended, or to 
avoid fome inconveniences which renounc- 
ing it altogether might ccafion^ Though 
they join in the forms of religion, they ne- 
ver confider this as laying them under an 
obligation to comply with the precepts of 
it, or feem to apprehend that they are guil- 
ty of hypocrify, or what the fcripture calls 
a mocking of God, for the pretence which 
they make of honouring him outwardly^ 
when they feel no reverence for his perfec- 
j and no regard for his will. 



There is, however one inftitution of reli- 
gion, a participation in which is ftill con- 
iidered, in this country at leaft, as a folemn 
avowal of the obligation to obferve the laws 
of chriftianity ; an inftitution from which 
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the abandoned generally abftain, and in 
which, while he ramly engages, the heart of 
the hypocrite will fcafcely fail to fmite him; 
As you therefore of this congregation have 
it fo nearly in view, to celebrate this facred 
inftitution of the Lord's fupper, the parti- 
cipation in which is confidered as an ac- 
knowledgment that we are bound to re-' 

o 

ceive the yoke of Chri-ft^ I have made choice 
of the words now read, as a proper foun- 
dation for the prefent dffcourfe, 

In the ayth verfe of this chapter, our 
Saviour had aflerted his divine commiflion,- 
his authority and power, and his intimate 
knowledge of his father, and near relation 
to him. All things are delivered to me of 
my father : and no man knoweth the fon but 
the father^ neither knoweth any man tht 
father ', fa'u.e the fon^ and he to wbotnfoever 
the fon will reveal him. Then he who fd 
well knew how to unite the characters of juft 
dignity^ and winning condefcenfion, im- 
mediately fubjoins one of the moft affec- 
tionate invitations, which he ever addrefe 
fed to mankind. Of thrs my- text is a part.- 
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Come unto me, all ye that labour and an 
heavy laden, and I will give you reft : Take 
my yoke upon you, and learn of me, for I am 
meek and lowly in heart, and ye Jhall find 
reft unto your fouls. 

The yoke of Chrift is a metaphor to flg- 
nify his laws and commandments ; and the 
taking of this yoke upon us denotes a fub-* 
miffiori to thefe. To learn of Chrift,. com- 
prehends a general attention to the doctrines 
he teaches, as well as to the precepts he en- 
joins, and has alfo a reference to the ex^ 
ample he exhibits. The two following clau- 
fes, For I am meek and lowly in heart, and 
ye Jhall find reft to your fouls, may be confi- 
dered as motives to engage our compliance 
with the exhortation in the preceding part 
of the verfe. Our Saviour takes notice 
of his being meek and lowly in heart, both 
for the tendency which thefe difpontion$ 
would have to conciliate affection and con- 
fidence, and for diftmguiming him from the 
Jewifh doctors, who affe&ed a difgufting 
pride and fuperiority ; qualities which, to 
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fay the .truth, human learning, when it is 
not conducted with a fpirit of fober in- 
quiry, and made fubfervient to the purpofes 
of virtue and religion, is apt to infpire. By 
the reft of the foul, is meant that ftate of 
quiet compofure and ferenity, which ought 
to be the chief purfuit of a wife man : and 
this expreffion muft have been eafily under- 
ftood by thofe who heard our Saviour, efpe- 
cially as it had been ufed.in a fimilar man- 
ner by one of their prophets. Thus faith the 
Lord, Stand ye in .the ways, and fee, and 
ajk for the old paths, where is the good way, 
and walk therein, and ye Jhatt find reft to 
your fouls a , 

In profecuting .this fubjecl:, after fay- 
ing a few things upon the .nature and ex- 
tent of the .chriftian law, which is here 
called the yoke of Chrift, I propofe to lay 
before you the obligations we are under to 
fubmit to it> and to confirm the fenfe of 
thefe .obligations by feveral arguments, ef- 

FS 
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pecially thpfe fuggefted in the text. We 
fhall be beft able to discover the nature of 
the chriftian law, by .attending to he de r 
ilgn for which it was publifhed. Nowit wa 
published with this view, to recover the fal- 
len race of mankind, and to reftore them 
to the image of God, by rectifying their ir- 
regular appetites, by cultivating in their 
minds every difpofition that is virtuous 
and praife r worthy. The excellence of this 
law therefore confifts in its fitnefs to an- 
fwer thefe ends. AS Chrift came to def- 
troy the kingdom of Satan, and to purify to 
himfelf a peculiar people zealous of pood 

i J J 1 . ' *..- * J- - , . *J O v ,. 

works b y his rules and precepts are all cal- 
culated for restraining vice, and promoting 
holinefs j or, to ufe the words of an apoftle, 
to teach us^ that, denying ungodtinefs^ and 
worldly lujls^ we foould live foberly, righte- 
^ and godly*. ' , 



This law, whiph is pure, as the nature of 
Ood, the fountain whence it proceeded, is 
as extenfive as the principles of our nature 

?> Tit. ii, 14, c Tit. ii. 12, 
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would allow s or as was neceflary to fit us 
for a more perfect and comprehenfive ftate, 
to which the prefent is preparatory. Thus 
it comprehends all the duties we owe to 
God, every branch of piety, as love, grati- 
tude, reverence, fear ; all the virtues of hu- 
manity, juftice, charity, meeknefs, forbear- 
ance, with a variety of other duties that 
arife from different fituations and circum- 
ftances in life 3 the virtues of temperance, 
fobriety and chaftity, to which we are fo 
powerfully excited, by being reprefented as 
temples of the living God A y as habitations 
of God through the Spirit e 

The law of the Lord Jefus extends not 
to our actions only, but it engages thofe 
who comply with it to regulate their words, 
and to preferve purity in their moft fecret 
and retired thoughts. Like a medicine, 
which not only operates upon the larger 
organs, but penetrates the nerves, and af- 
fecls the fineft fibres, the chriftian law ex- 

F 4 
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tends to the niceft movements of the foul, 
and is intended to influence every principle 
by which the foul can be actuated. 

I proceed now to lay before you fome of 
the obligations you are under to fubmit to 
the law of the gofpel, or to take upon you 
the yoke of Chrift. May I fpeak in the 
iimplicity of the gofpel, and may the Spirit 
of Chrift aid me in declaring your duty, in 
exciting you to comply with it ! 

In the firft place then, you are under the 
ftric^eft obligation to fubmit to the law, or 
yoke of Chrift, becaufe its reafonablenefs 
approves itfelfto your own minds. 

When God formed man at firft, he did 
jiot leave him to acl: in any manner that 
humour or paffion might prompt him, 
but conftituted him fp, that when he fhould 
difcern any thing to be reafonable or pro? 
per to be done, even fuppoling he fhould 
fce willing to forego the advantages with 
which the doing it might be attended, or 
to fufFer the evils in which the omitting 
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it might involve him, yet this fhould 
not fatisfy him, but a departure from, 
his duty fhould moreover be attended 
with a prefent fenfe of guilt, or ill-deferv- 
ing, independent of the confequences. 
When any fcheme of religion is laid before 
a man, which he acknowledges to be rea- 
fonable, and with which notwithstanding 
he refufes to comply, he no longer ufes 
the liberty of a man, but is domineered 
over by fome appetite, or pafiion, or habit 
of fubjection for which his own heart con- 
demns him. Suppofe therefore, that there 
were nothing more in chriftianity, but a 
fimple detail of the different branches of 
our duty, we fhould be under the ftricteft 
obligation, from the very conftitution of 
our nature, to comply with it ; and our re- 
fufing to comply would upon reflection 
have rilled us with uneafmefs. Man is not 
left, like the brutes, to follow the prefent 
ftrongeft impulfe of his mind, but has an- 
other fuperior faculty, which claims the 
privilege of a lawful mafter, and is en- 
titled to have its commands obeyed. ~ The 
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queftion with man ought not to be, which is 
the ftrongeft propenfion, but which is the 
moft reafonable. In this licentious age, 
it is necefiary to infift upon this obligation, 
becaufe many fatisfy themfelves in their 
impiety and irregularities by faying, that 
they are under no formal obligation to 
comply with the laws of religion, having 
done nothing to ratify the engagements 
into which others may have entered on 
their account. I am fure this is not the 
language of a man who ufes his reafonable 
faculties. Your obligation to religion 
does not arife from the vow of your pa- 
rents, or others, tho' it may be ftrengthen- 
ed by that vow, but from the nature which 
God has given you, Before you difown 
this obligation then, renounce your nature. 
Acknowledge at once, that the boafted 

O ' 

powers of reafon and of confcience, you 
undervalue and contemn. Forfake the 
fociety of men. You claim the privilege 
of indulging every appetite and paffion, 
without reftraint : Herd with the beafts of 
the fi^Jd : in fimilar pleafure you fpend 
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rour days. Degraded man ! O that I 
could fufficiently difcover you to every eye 
as a monument of folly and of vice, that 
you might be pointed at by others, and that 
the contagion of your example might not 
fpread. No ! rather like Nebuchadnezzar 
may your understanding return unto you, 
and with him, may you learn to praife 
and honour and extol the King of hea- 
ven and of earth, who hath not left you 
at liberty to rejeft his holy law without 
felf-condemnation. 

Thus the very declaration of the moral 
duties of the gofpel to thofe who muflr, 
and do confefs that they are reafonable^ 
lays them under the ftrongeft obligation 
to pratife them. The eye is not more 
formed to difcern a difference between 
white and black, or the tafte to diftinguiih 
between fweet and bitter, than the mind 
is to perceive the diftin&ion between good 
and evil : nor is it more abfurd, to call 
black white, or bitter fweet, than it is un- 
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natural to rejeft the good and choofe the 
evil. 

But the obligation of chriftians to take 
upon them the yoke of Ctwift, does not arife 
merely from its reafonablenefs. This ob- 
ligation is enforced by the higheft autho- 
rity, no lefs than that of God himfelf ; 
for to the chriftian religion God hath given, 
the ftrongeft atteftations, having appeared 
at various times, and in divers manners, 
to eftablifh the law, the prophets, and the 
gofpel ; fo that refufing to receive them is 
refufing to acknowledge the authority of 
God, 

The different appearances of the Air. 
mighty are recorded for our inftru&ion ; 
and fince they are fufficiently attefted, they 
ought to produce a fimilar efFedl: upon us, 
to that which they would have done, had 
we been witnefTes of them. When God 
defcended upon Mount Sinai ,in thunder 
and lightning, and the voice of the trumpet 
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tvaxed exceedingly loud ^ it was to deliver 
that moral law, which Chrift came not to 
deftroy, but to confirm ; and when we hear 
it as delivered by the Almighty, do we not 
tremble at his word, and reverence his 
authority f Let all nations bow before him, 
and let all people ferve him. The fame 
eternal Being who appears thro' the old 
teftament as the God of majefty and glory, 
appears alfo, tlio' in a different manner, 
and adds his fan&ion to the new. He, 
who under the former difpenfations, had 
difcovered himfelf in his terrors, as an em- 
blem of the law, condefcends under the 
gofpel, to mew himfelf lefs in the light of 
majefty than of love, as an emblem of the 
mildnefs of this latter difpenfation. His 
Spirit defcended on his Son like a dove, 
and he declared, This is my beloved fan -, 
bear ye him %. Here no fire is called from, 
heaven to deftroy a rebellious race, no im- 
mediate judgment is inflicted for diftio- 
npuring, not the fervant, but the Son : on- 
the contrary, the moft marvellous works 
f Exod. xix. 19, s Matth. xvii. 5. 
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of beneficence and mercy, which required 
the immediate interpqiltion of heaven, are 
performed. And are not thefe fo many 
proofs, that the religion which we profefs-j 
comes recommended by the divine autho- 
rity ? The works that I do, faith our Saviour, 
bear witnefs of me^ that the Father hath 
fent me h . 

To the (till, fmall voice of God therefore^ 
which fpeaks within our minds, and enjoins 
obedience to the laws of piety, juftice, and 
charity, there is fuperadded the clear de- 
claration of the fame God in the fcriptures, 
enjoining us to honour and obey the Son s 
as we ought to honour and obey the Father* 
Do I fpeak to an affembly of men who 
defpife, and daringly reject this authority ? 
Will you join with the impious king who 
hardened his heart, and faid> Who is the 
Lord, that I Jhould obey his voice ? I know 
not the Lord, neither will I hearken to him *< 
Surely not, my brethren : you reverence 
the authority of God. Remember then, 

h John v, 36, * Exod. v. z. 
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that it is the Son of God, by the authority 
of his Father, who fays, Take my yoke 
upon youy and learn of me, 

But I proceed to confider our obligations 
to fubmit to the yoke of Chrift, arifing 
cither from explicit, or implied acknow- 
ledgments : and on this fubjet, there 
are feveral things which I will throw toge- 
ther as briefly as pofiible. When you were 
baptized, did not your parents, or fome 
others, become bound to train you up in 
the religion of Chrift, and to inftrut you 
in its principles ? and have you not al- 
ways confidered this as a virtual engage- 
ment in your name? I know you never 
renounced it formally ; but did you ever 
really endeavour fo much as to fatisfy your 
own minds for your neglect of it ? Or 
when you deliberately reflect on this en- 
gagement, and your departures from it, do 
you not feel a fecret conviction informing 
you that you are blameable ? What is the 
language of your religious profefiion, of 

your retaining the name of chriftians, of 
I 
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ycur claiming the outward privileges b&- 
longing to fuch ? Every time that you ad- 3 - 
drefs God, either in public, or in private, is 
it not a confeffion that you ought to obey 
his precepts ? If you ever commemorated 
the death of Chrift, or if you now propofe 
to do it, is not this a folemn ratification 
of your baptifmal vows ? If you call him, 
Lord, Lord, and yet do not the things 
which rre prefcribes, muft you not own that 
your behaviour is altogether unworthy and 
inconfiftent ? For can any conduit be more 
inconfiftent or contradictory, than to call 
him mafter, and yet refufe his authority? 
May he not juftly fay to you.,- If 1 be a 
mafter ', where- is my fear ? and if I be~ a 
father, where is mine honour k ? When- 
ever you join therefore in any acT: of re- 
ligion, and yet refufe obedience to the 
laws of the gofpel, you acknowledge the 
juftnefs of an authority, to which, not with- 
ftanding, you refufe to fubmit j a condui 
which your own hearts can certainly never 
approve of. 

k Mai, i. 6. 
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Having thus laid befcire you fomei of the 
obligations which we are under to receive 
the yoke of Chrift, arifmg from our nature 
and conftitution, from the regard due ta 
the authority of God, arid from our own 
explicit or implied engagements, let me 
endeavour to confirm the fenfe of thefe obli* 
gatibns by feveral motives j and this may 
be confidered as a continuation in fome 
meafure of my former fubjecl:; for to a rea- 
fonable creature, a juft motive is a proper 
ground for a6Hon, and lays him under an 
Obligation to a6t accordingly. 

In the firft place, my brethren, the fer- 
vice to which you are bound, by fubmit- 
ting to this yoke, is both reafonable and 
eafy. As chriftians; we are not loaded 
with the yoke of rites, ceremonies, and 
external obfervances, which was fo heavy 
upon the Jews, that neither thofe in the 
days of our Saviour, nor their fathers were 
tille to bear it l . The dominion of Chrift 
VOL. II, G 

' A&s xv, ID, 



S E R M O N XHL 



tends to free us from the flavery of fin, 
from the power of Satan, from the tyran- 
nic fway of our own lufts, and to make us 
obey the beft principles of our nature, 
and yield to their dictates. The religion of 
the Lord Jefus is therefore called the per- 
fett law of liberty. By engaging in his 
fervice, we are faid to be delivered from 
the bondage of corruption, into the glorious 
liberty of the fans of God- n : and chriftians 
a-re exhorted to Jland fajl In the liberty 
wherewith Chrift hath made them free . 
Our Saviour alfo declares, immediately 
after the text, that his yoke is eafy^ and his 
burden light. The objection which arifes 
to this from the weaknefs and depravity 
of our natures, I fhall take occafion to 
obviate afterwards. 

At prefent, I proceed to perruade you to 
comply with the advice in the text, from a 
review of the character of that Matter, into 
whofe fervice you are here Called. I fhall 
chiefly confine myfelf to the coniideration 

m James i. 25. n Rom. viii. 21. Gal. v. i. 
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of thofe circumftances in his character, 
which are marked in the text. We are there 
told^ that he is meek and lowly In hearty 
and how perfectly his actions correfpond 
to this character, let his Whole life teftify. 
Can my foul ever forget his condefcenfiori 
to his difciples, his forbearance to his ene- 
mies, his patience under his afflictions, and 
the numberlefs good offices^ by which he 
alleviated or removed the miferies of men ? 
To difplay him fully in this character, 
need I bring to your remembrance that 
riight in which he rofe from fupper^ and 
having laid ajide his garments, girded him- 
felf with a towel^ and wdjhed his difciples 
feet?? Need I recal to your minds the 
compaflionate manner in which he fpoke 
to the daughters of Jerufalem, and defired 
them to refer ve their tears for their own 
miferies, When they were pouring them 
out for his ? What finner did this meek 
and merciful Mafter ever reject, if he came 
with a penitent heart? It was foretold to 

G 2 
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be his character, and he ftill retains if 5 < 
that he will not break the bruifed reed, nor 
quench the fmoaking flax q .- How ftriking, 
and how beautiful is the prediction con- 
cerning him, and how fully did he ao 
complifli it ! He jhall feed bis flock like a 
Jhepherd, be Jhall gather the la?nbs with his 
arm, and carry them In his bofom^ and 
gently lead ihofe that are with young*. 
When you ebnfider your weakneffes, your 
irrefolution, your follies^ and your vices, 
are you not fenfible that it would be im- 
poflible for you ever to pleafe an auftere 
Thafter ? of could any other be a fit Lord 
for you but he who has a fellow-feeing of 
your Infirmities s ? Your meek and lowly 
Mailer impofes upon you no tafks which 
he himfelf did: not fitt>mit to. He is not 
like the pharifaical doctors who faid> and 
did not, who bound heavy burdens, and 
grievous to be born., and laid them on other 
nrens jhoulders, but would not touch tbert 
with me of their fingers*. In the fevereft 

9 Ifa. xlii. 3. Matt. xii. 20. r Ifa. xl. 2. 
' Heb. iv. 15. f Matt, xxiii, 5, 4, 
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inftances of our duty, he left us an exam- 
ple, that we -mould follow his Heps. In 
what fchool can we learn,, where the in- 
flru&or would be fo ready to bear our fro- 
wardnefs, to pardon our neglects, and for- 
give our faults ? If you refufe this Savi- 
our, where will you find one like him ? for 
there >is no encouragement .that he refufes, 
no afiiftance that he denies. 

This leads me to confider, as another 
motive to induce you to take his yoke upon 
.you, which will likewife obviate every 
^objection from the depravity of our na- 
ture, the gracious aids ,of his holy Spirit, 
which he will vouchsafe .to all who fincere- 
ly afk them, and rely upon them. Our 
.Saviour did .not leave this world, till Jie 
.had promifed that the Comforter, which 
is the Holy Ghoft, mould come .to teach 
rand alHft his followers. Whatever diffi- 
culties therefore we may meet with in our 
.chriftian courfe, by the aid qf : the divine 
Spirit we may be rendered fuperior to them 
If the combat in which -w.e engage, in 
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order to fubdue our irregular appetites, 
be fevere, from the Spirit we may derive 
that ftrength which mall render us vitq- 
rious-. Do we labour under any difeafe 
whatever of the rnind ? By the help of that 
Phyfician who formed the heart, and knows 
Its maladies, furely it may be cured. And, 
chriftians, tho' we wrejlle not againjl flejh^ 
and blood, but againjl principalities and 
powers, againjl the rulers of the darknefs of 
this -world, and againjl fpiritual wickednefs 
in high places"*, yet by his Spirit who con- 
quered the powers of darknefs, and who 
overcame the world, all thefe may be re- 
iifted by us, and with fuch divine affiftance, 
his yoke may be termed an eafy one, and 
his burden light. 

Finally, my brethren, attend to the pro- 
mife that is here made to thofe who obey 
this exhortation. Learn of me, for I am 
meek and lowly in heart, and ye Jhall find 
rejl to your fouls. What is there in this 
world that is fo defirable, as a quiet, a 

u Eph, vi. 12. 
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contented, and a resigned fpirit ? Tell me 
who is the happy man ; he who arrives at 
the top of his ambition, and tramples upon 
his foes, but is domineered over by his 
lufts ? he who wallows in luxury t>y means 
of his ill-acquired riches, but has no go- 
vernment over himfelf ; or he who in this 
tranfient ftate, feels that internal fatisfac- 
tion which the world cannot give, nor take 
away ? Ye foft gales of peace, which pro- 
ceed from the Holy Ghoft, and are kept up 
only by an unremitting virtue, be you my 
choice, and do ypu ftill refrefh my foul. 
But where is that ferenity and felicity to 
be found, except by fubmitting to the yoke 
of Chrift ? At the creation of man, reli- 
gion was his companion, his perpetual at- 
tendant 3 and no care ruffled his brow, 
nor forrow difquieted his breaft; his eye 
beheld the lovely form, and his heart 
never ftrayed from her laws. JSut when he 
fell, his underftanding was darkened, he 
loft fight of his true good,, .and purfued an 
Imaginary happinefs in a thoufand delufive 
fhapes. The experience however of every 

G4 
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age has fufficiently proved that even the 
Imperfect fhare of happinefs which we are 
jiow capable of attaining, is no where to 
be found disjoined from religion. Wlfdom's 
ways are ways of pleafantnefs, and all her 
paths are peace 5 and belides that natural 
peace which a pious conduct is immedi- 
ately calculated to produce, the chriftian 
has moreover that fupernatural quiet and 
confolation to depend upon, which is pro- 
xnifed by his Mafter, for compoling and 
folacing his fpirit. Peace I leave with you :. 
my peace I give unto you : not as the world 
givetb) give I unto you. Let not your heart 
fy troubled, neither let it be afraid*. 

? John xiv. 27. 
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PSALM iv. 4. laft part of the verfe. 

Commune with your oivn heart upon your led y 
and beftilL 

THAT the royal prophet, by thefe 
words, enjoins retirement from the 
hurry and the tumults of human life, in 
order to give ourfelves time deliberately 
to confider the wifdom, the juftice, and 
the goodnefs of the divine adminiftration, 
and ferioufly to reflect upon our own ac- 
tions, and the motives of them, will, I 
imagine, be readily admitted by every 
hearer. Commune with your own heart upon, 
your bedy and bejlill. At leifure, uninflu- 
enced by the fpecious opinions, unbiafTed 
by the corrupt practices of others, deaf to 
the enfnaring voice of pleafure, and only 
open to the fober dictates of reafon, and 
the awful commands of confcience, fre- 
quently meditate upon the perfections of 
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God, and learn to reverence the ways of 
his providence. Often before-hand con- 
fider the courfe of condu6t which it be- 
comes you to follow; and often review what 
you have thought and a<5ted. You will all 
acknowledge that the nature and condition 
of man difcover religious retirement and 
recollection to be highly proper and ufe- 
fuL When we confider our wants, pur 
weaknefs, our dependence, the dangers to 
which we are expofed, the hopes and the 
fears, as well as the immediate happinefe 
and mifery which our conduct occafions ; 
they all confpire to force this acknowledgr 
raent. But how feldom our practice is 
influenced by it, let our confcience and 
our actions bear witnefs. For if the man 
who is of opinion that a frequent and fe- 
rious confideration of one's own behaviour, 
his difpofitions, and the awful account 
he muft render, might, by the blefling 
of God, prove a remedy for many vices, 
would but vifit the market-places, the ta- 
verns, and crowded, or private companies ; 
or inquire into the cafe of the opprefled. 
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or lend an ear to the wailing of the poor ; 
or obferve the cheats in bufinefs, the chi- 
canery of law, the haughtinefs of men in 
high ftations, or the envy of thofe below 
them, the unreafonable violence which 
occafions quarrels and divifions, the im- 
moderate keennefs in the purfuit of things 
temporal, and the remiflhefs in feeking 
after things eternal j he could not fail to be 
perfuaded, that the direction in our text, 
though heard with fome kind of reverence, 
is far from being devoutly, or commonly 
obeyed. 

In my difcourfe to you therefore at this 
time I propofe to explain the nature and 
defign of religious retirement and recollec- 
tion, and to endeavour to perfuade you 
to the practice of thofe duties. 

I addrefs myfelf to every one in this 
houfe j but I confider the fubjecl: as more 
efpecially fuited to thofe who have fo im- 
mediate a profpecT: of commemorating the 
death of Chrift in the facramentj for furely 
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it is particularly fit that our hearts fhould be 
purified by meditation and prayer, when 
we are in fo folemn and public a 'manner 
to profefs ourfelves the difciples of Jefus,, 
I propofe then in the firft place to explain 
the nature and deiign of religious retirement 
and recollection. When the illurtrious 
writer of this pfalm, who had fuch 3. deep 
infight into the difeafes of the human 
heart, and could .fo ably prescribe falutary 
remedies, here recommends religious re r 
tirement and recollection, it feems evi- 
dent that he has no defign to fay any 
thing in commendation of a total feclufioii 
from the world. The words by no means 
import any thing of this nature. A re- 
cefs from the world and its cares can never 
'be the object of a general precept. In con- 
formity then to the intention of the text, 
I am to confider that kind of retirement 
which is proper for men engaged in the 
bufinefs of life, and which is neceflary, in. 
order to fupport the focial character ufefully 
and honourably. Whether a total feclu- 
fion from the world, a refignation of all the 
i 
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endearing ties of friendship, afFe&ion, love, 
a departure from all the duties which our 
prefent ftate requires, and of which provi- 
dence feems to allot every one a fliare, be 
agreeable to the commands of God, or de- 
ferving praife of men, or a fit preparation 
for a ftate of happinefs in the heavenly king- 
dom, where there is a fociety united by the 
ftrongeft bonds, I will not at this time 
inquire* If they are ever allowable, the 
circumftances which call to them are very 
peculiar ; and I cannot hefitate to fay that 
the moft worthy of all characters is the 
man who maintains his ftation in life, ever 
animated by a fervent piety, and ever guid- 
ed by an inviolable integrity. To cherifh 
a fpirit of piety, and to affift him in fup- 
porting an uniform uprightnefs of inten- 
tion and action^ religious retirement and 
recollection will be of the greateft impor- 
tance. We will difcern this if we confider 
in what the exercife of them confifts. 

It confifts in devoting a portion of our 
time for the moft valuable purpofes, for 
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converting with our own hearts, for the' 
confideration of our behaviour, and com- 
paring it with the perfe&ions of God^ for 
inquiring after and applying the means of 
regulating every unlawful defire, and of 
moderating every unreafonable wifh. In 
religious retirement, we are employed in 
pouring out our hearts before the giver of 
our life and our mercies, in imploring his 
affiftance to improve our characters, irc 
a-dmiring and adoring the perfections of 
his nature^- and in expanding the powers 
of our minds to receive his moft gracious 
influences. The difpolitions chiefly to be 
exercifed in the hours of retirement are, 
fmcerity in the confideration of our own 
characters; impartiality in the examination 
of our lives ; a devotion of heart kindled 
by the contemplation of unerring wifdom^ 
imdeviating goodnefs and unlimited mercy j 
efpecially as thefe are difcovered in our 
Lord Jefus Chrift -> humility of mind, and 
contrition of heart, fo unavoidable when 
we are reviewing our own faults, and ador- 
ing the all-perfecT: God. The exacl: portion 
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of time that fhould be devoted to religious 
retirement and reflection, or how often 
the feafons for thefe exercifes ought to 
recur, cannot be precifely determinedj as 
the circumftances of mankind differ fo> 
widely. But furely there is no occupa- 
tion of life which does not admit of fome 
intervals. And fhall chriftians be lefs zea* 
lous about the interefts of virtue and reli- 
gion than the philofopher who enjoined his 
followers every night, before fleep fealed 
their eyes, to call themfelves to an account 
for the actions of the paft day. Besides 
this, by profefling our belief in the oracles 
of God, we look upon one day in feven as 
particularly dedicated to religion. And 
by the views many of you have, and your 
attendance here, you profefs a degree of 
reverence for other feafons fet apart for 
this purpofe. To the bufieft of us, I will 
venture to fay, neither time nor opportu- 
nities for retirement and reflection are 
wanting. To excite you to lay hold on 
thefe, I now proceed to propofe fome argu- 
ments, which I fhall endeavour to lay be-; 
i 
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fore you in fiich a manner, that they may 
not only ferve as motives to engage com-- 
pliance with the pfalmifl's advice, but like- 
wife, that they may convey to the attentive 
hearer fome farther inftru&ion,- as to the 
method in which we may moft advanta- 
geoufly fpend the hours of .retirement. 

May God grant to you the hearing ear, 
and the underftanding heart; and to the 
preacher, the power of perfiianon ! 

In the firfi place then, Religious retire- 
ment and reflection have a very direcl: ten- 
dency to reclaim and reftrain from vice,; 
and to improve in virtue. Man is compound- 
ed of feveral diftincl: powers and faculties,' 
all neceffary for human life and happinefs s 
provided there is that regular fubordina- 
tion preferved among them, which nature 
points out, and without which, experience 
{hews, that neither the individual, nor fo- 
ciety can fubfift. It is evident from our very 
frame, that God has conferred an autho- 
rity upon reafon and confcience. In the 
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narrow empire of the human mind thefe 
claim a right to. fway the fcepter. But 
whp knows not, that man is apt to be., 
milled by the influence of his paffions, that 
are ready to at as rebellious fubjedis 
againft the jufteft and the beft of fove- 
reigns ? To break the bands of reafon, 
and to obey the lawlefs dictates of irregu- 
lar paflion, the tumult .of life, the fug-r 
gefiions of the gay, and the example of the 
vicious, prove like fo many evil counfel- 
lors. They are the movers of fedition : 
and their chief way of moving it is not 
by offering arguments, but partly by hur- 
rying us away with the {bream, and partly. 
by raifmg fuch an uproar around us, that 
the voice of reafon, which may be corn- 
pared to the ftill, fmall voice of God, 
which fpoke to Elijah, is confidered as a 
whifper, from which we turn away our 
ear, .as if we heard it not. If confci- 
ence offers its threatening admonitions, the 
mixing more deeply in the circle of the 
diffipated, the bufy, and worft of all, the 
debauched, proves an opiate for that time 
VOL. II. H 
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to lull it afleep. And thus the wretched 
man proceeds, till, like the haughty king, 
who, having times without number tramp* 
led upon the divine laws of his nature^ 
loft his underftanding, and was fuffered 
to partake of every grovelling and degrad- 
ing pleafure. Is this declamation ? Alas ! 
it is fact. O though tlefs man, how of- 
ten haft thou eagerly engaged in a fecond 
diverfion to drive away the reflection, the 
painful reflection which the guilt con- 
tracted in a former occafioned ! I fee the 
cup in the drunkard's hand, and he greedi- 
ly fwallows the poifon, in order to drown 
the remorfe of his mind for laft night's 
intemperance. The unwary youth., once 
initiated into fmful pleafure, unwilling 
now to hear the counfel of virtue, but un- 
able to reprefs it, feeks for the witnefles 
and advifers of his tranfgreffions, and from 
the laugh of levity, and the madnefs of 
..mpiety, he believes wifdom overcome, 
and acquires new fpirits to rufh upon his 
ruin. This day you begin to take undue 
advantages of your neighbour : you begin 
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without daring to refolve that you will 
perfift. When you impofe upon your fe- 
cure brother, your tongue falters, and g. 
fmall degree of attention, (but honefty is 
always unfufpicious) would difcern the 
alterations in your countenance. But to 
become more expert, you herd with the 
more experienced in villainy, and never 
allow yourfelves a moment to reflect, till 
you be a proficient in that worft of trades, 
in which at firft you was a backward fcho- 
lar. Thus hurrying from vanity to va- 
nity, and from vice to vice, the wicked 
multiply acquaintance, and attach com- 
panions in iniquity, ftrangers, utter ilran- 
gers all the while, to what it behoves them 
moft to know, Grangers to themfelves. Ye 
ions of folly* fain would I introduce you 
to a new acquaintance, fain would I en- 
gage you to take pleafure in a new kind of 
converfation. Cultivate an acquaintance 
with your own hearts, and I will change 
your name, and with reafon : Ijften to the 
improving language of your confciences. 
Though you fhould meet with rebukes, 
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prefer them to the flattering voice of thofe 
foes to your improvement, peace and hap- 
pinefs, which aproach you under the in- 
finuating, but falfe appearance of pleafure. 
For in the religious retreat, with every paf- 
fion ftilled, and every defire quieted, be-- 
hold holy reafon feated on her throne, and 
exerting her full power. Here you form 
juft judgments of your own conducl, and 
of that of others, of the proper and lawful 
purfuits of life, and the means of attaining 
lawful ends. When, removed from the eye 
of the world, we converfe with our own 
hearts, then every man is upon a level. The 
external marks of dignity are removed, 
power is fufpended, and riches make no 
difference. Thefe things which are fo apt 
to intoxicate the human mind, being ab- 
fent, the fins which we committed in the 
hurry of life are remembered, confider- 
ed and lamented. Then is it that recol- 
lection executing the ofHce of the prophet of 
old, can thus addrefs the man in the mofr 
exalted ftation, King, let my counfel 
Is acceptable to ibee. Break off thy fins 
3 
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by righteoufnefs) and thy iniquity by jhnving 
mercy to the poor, iffo be it may be a length- 
ening of thy tranquillity. Let but the un- 
juft judge review the fentence for which 
his injured brother complains of him ; 
and will not the remorfe this occafions pre- 
vent him from pronouncing a like one ? Ye 
who fpend the night in revelling and 
drunkennefs, whom the morning fun (which 
the children of temperance rife to behold 
with rapture, and which enables them to 
purfue the various, honeit occupations of 
life) juft fhines upon as you are nniih- 
ing your debauch ; tell me ferioufly if 
you are not perfuaded, that you would curb 
your licentious appetites, and walk in the 
paths of fobriety, if you fet apart but ten 
minutes of every day for reflection, me- 
ditation and prayer ? Would ambition ra- 
vage the world, or engage men in projects 
for pulling down ftates, ruining families,, 
or reducing to mifery particular perfons, if 
thofe who feel its impulfes would often 
calmly confider the vanity, uncertainty and 
fhort duration of all temporal enjoyments . ? 
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If this were the cafe, would ambition be 
any other thing in the human breaft, but 
an honelr. defire of obtaining the means of 
promoting public, or private happinefs ? 
Would avarice hoard by every infamous 
method, if due fcope were given to medi-r 
tation, in order to convince us of the 
worthleflhefs of thofe riches which often 
make tbemfelves wings, of the folly of 
purchafing the accommodations of a pil r 
grimage at the rifque of lofing an everlaft- 
ing citizenfhip ? It is in retirement that 
objects lofe the falfe glare with which paf- 
lion colours them, and that our own char 
rafters appear in a juft point of view. Man 
will no doubt be partial to himfelf. I al- 
low that the vanity of individuals is great. 
I allow that the blindnefs of man with re* 
gard to his own vices is aftonifhing : but 
let any perfon, confidering himfelf under 
the awful influence of Godj and praying 
earneftly to him that he would open his 
eyes to make him difcern his faults, but 
once ferioufly reflect upon his temper and 
practice, and I maintain that he will nct 

3 
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remain fo vain, or fo blind as he was before. 
Had David obeyed his own direction be- 
fore Nathan cape to him, he had not heard 
fo apt an allegory without fparing the re- 
folute but charitable application, Thou art 
the man. Whence proceeds It, but from 
want of ferious confideration, that if I were 
to afk your characters at the moft candid of 
your neighbours, and mark down what they 
told me, that I fhould prefent you with 3 
lift of feveral vices which you could readily 
apply to fome of thofe with whom you 
converfe every day ; but before you dif- 
eerned that they belonged to yourfelf, it 
would be necefiary directly to inform you, 
ye are the men. The pharifee whom our 
Saviour defcribes in the parable was a ftran- 
ger to his own proper character, becaufe, 
though he feemed to bereligioufly employ- 
ed, yet he had not fufficient impreffions of 
the holinefs of that Being in whofe fight the 
heavens are not pure, becaufe he turned his 
view to his good qualities, rather than his 
faults, and becaufe he eflimated his worth 
not from God's law, but from a coHiparifoi* 
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with others. In one word, I really cannot 
cifcern a vice in human nature which levity 
does not fofter : and I am not fenfible that 
there is any one vice which reflection and 
confideration would not at firft tend to re- 
ftrain, and by degrees to cure. I faid like- 
wife, that recollection and religious re- 
tirement tended to improve us in every 
virtue. By proving remedies for vice, they 
effect this in a confiderable degree, but 
they have ftill a more direct tendency. 

Every one is fenfible, that refolutions to 
be virtuous have great influence to form a 
virtuous character. But refolutions en- 
tered into in retirement, and upon reflec- 
tion, are thofe to which we moft fteadily 
adhere in action. In retirement we can 
beft collect and moft deliberately refolve 
to apply the maxims which the knowledge 
of the world is calculated to teach. Then 
occur all thofe relio-ious and moral confide- 

O 

rations which prove the fences and guar- 
dians of virtue. Confideration difcovers 
the many failings and errors of which we. 
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have been guilty ; and thus it promotes 
charity towards others, the forgivenefs of 
injuries, at the fame time the ftrifteft cir- 
cumfpection over one's ******** 

************ commanding 
Situation he furveys the beauties which the 
chearful fpring or fruitful autumn fpreads 
around him, feels the moft pleafing emo- 
tions diffufe themfelves over his whole 
frame ? While walking along the founding 
fhore, does agreeable amazement fill the 
foul at beholding thefe inanimated forms 
erected by the Almighty's hand, the tower- 
ing precipices, the vaft ocean, or the 
boundiefs canopy of heaven. If thefe things 
are fo - 3 and that they are, let experience 
atteft, how reafonable is it to believe that 
the religious mind contemplating the ever- 
lafting Nature, before whom the fun is 
darknefs, the earth an atom, and who tread- 
eth upon the ftars, mould feel an expanfion 
of its powers inconceivably great ? and in 
this firuatioir, will not he that delighteth 
fo dwell in the upright and pure, manifeft 
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himfelf as be does not to the world ? moje 
efpecially, when the foul is enraptured 
with furveying the miraculous fcheme of 
redemption, admiring the infinite love of 
that Saviour, who, though rich, yet became 
poor y though high, yet humbled himfelf, and 
by a courfe of actions moft grievous and 
painful, opened the gates of glory to his 
followers 5 when we view him fuffering, 
dying, rifing again, when, as Elifha beheld 
his mafter, we behold him taken up into 
the fuperior regions, and are ready to cry 
out, My God, and my Father , will he refufe 
that a double portion of his Spirit mould 
reft upon us ? When piety prompts fuch 
expreffions as thefe, My foul thirjleth for 
God, for the living God : As the hart pant- 
eth after the water brooks, fo panteth my 
foul after thee, God j Is it not reafonable 
to think that prefent experience mould 
confirm this truth ? The eyes of the Lord 
are on the righteous ; his ears are open 
to their cry. 1 do not deny, my brethren, 
that much has been advanced about this 
doctrine of communion with God, with 
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more .zeal than knowledge. The manner 
in which the Spirit operates, we have the 
belt reafon to conclude, is often concealed 
from us, and inexplicable by us. But fpeak- 
ing the words of truth and fobernefs, it 
appears quite reafonable to afcribe the 
greateft part of that peace, joy and eleva- 
tion which the truly religious man feels 
in his retired and devout hours, to the fe- 
cret, though not lefs immediate or power* 
ful, operations of that Spirit. 

Having fhewn the ufefulnefs and the 
pleafure of religious retirement ; If I were 
not convinced that with mankind often, 
where more generous and noble argu- 
ments fail, pleas from neceffity engage to 
action, I fhould fcarcely urge, as an argu- 
ment to comply with the advice in the 
text, the unavoidablenefs of fuffering re- 
tirement often, of being often obliged to 
reflect by many of thofe accidents ancf 
afflictions, which are the lot of humanity. 
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The fun of profperity has as yet Ihone 
upon you. But think ye, will he never 
be overclouded, or will he never withdraw 
his beams, by which means levity will 
be banifhed from your foul j and reflec- 
tion, from which you fled as from an 
enemy, be forced upon you ? Will that 
river on which you defcend, and which 
terminates in the ocean of eternity, be 
always equally placid and ferene ? Are 
there no rapid ftreams where you will find 
the greateft difficulty to manage that fmall 
fkiff in which you are conveyed ? Are 
there no water-falls, many fathoms deep, 
where you will be in the utmoft danger 
of being overwhelmed ? Will no violent 
gufts, defcending from between the hills, 
be ready to overfet you ? In that period 
of time, which is confurned in the voyage 
of human life, will there be no ftormy 
days, nor dark nights ? Will there be but 
three feafons in the year, and thofe of the 
gentleft kind, fpring, fummer and autumn ? 
Or will never winter appear, furrounded 
with all his ilorms ? Vain mortal ! Man 
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that is born of a ivoman^ is of a few days : 
they are full of trouble. Though you have 
as yet Always attended the houie of feaft- 
ing and mirth, yet you know not what 
forrow may remain behind. At the table 
of the former, I know reUe&ion is feldom 
admitted as a -o-ueft, and men who fre- 

O J 

quent their houfe, rarely ever retire ; or 
when they do, they are taken up with the 
pleasures, or the bufmefs of to-morrow. 
T^hey never confider their hearts, their 
lives, or their tempers. Even in the houfe 
.of God, which they frequent for cuftom's 
fake, or perhaps to prevent their being 
alone, their affections and their deiires 
are ftill with the world, ruminating upon 
the guilty pleafures that are pafl, or look- 
ing forward to joys of the like nature. 
You have faid to yourfelves then, perhaps; 
in the pride of your hearts, My houfe {hall 
never lie moved. But I will make fome 
fuppofitions, that are often verified in life, 
which may perhaps convince you of the 
neceifity of reflecting in time. I will fup- 
pofe that you yet retain the virtue of na- 
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tural affeHon, and that you have friends 
and children who are dear to you. God 
fees fit to fend the rod of affliction,- and 
to take them out of life. Attending upon 
their funeral, v/hen every eye is ready to 
drop a tear, will you ftill allow thought- 
lefTnefs and inconfideration to pofiefs your 
hearts ? Perhaps you may here be able to 
boaft of your fuperiority. But know, that 
by folly many have been brought to a 
morfel of bread^ and by unforefeen acci- 
dents, this hath fometimes been the fate 
of thofe in whom the wifdom of this world 
has been remarkable. If you are fcnt 
then to the chearlefs hut of miferable po-^ 
verty, dependent perhaps upon the charity 
of thofe whom you formerly defpifed 5 
will your former companions now vifit 
you, to fill up every vacant and lonely 
hour ? Upon the very ftrect, they would 
pafs you without feeming to know you. 
Though in the days of your plenty, they 
Squandered profufely with you at the de- 
bauch or entertainment, yet they will now 
treat you, as reflection perhaps will in- 
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form you, you treated the beggar who was 
fhivering at your door, while you was 
wallowing in plenty. Finally, I will fup- 
pofe that thofe afflictions which befal ma- 
ny, pain, difquiet, iicknefs, lhall befal 
you. And no matter whether you are 
rich or poor, for it will make very fmall 
difference. Can you then believe that 
the goblet, fparkling with wine or ftrong 
drink, is the baniiher of care ? Will your 
vicious companions fitting at your bed- fide, 
prevent a vifit from thefe ftrangers, 
thoughtfulnefs and recollection ? Then in- 
deed, in any of thefe or the like circum- 
ilances in which you may be, they will 
Jay hold on you, and you can neither ba- 
-Jiifh them, nor fly from them. They might 
have come to your aid and fui>port, like 
guardian angels : but now they come like 
an armed force to bind you, and deliver 
you up to the tormentors. Therefore, 
my brethren, confider the fituation in 
which you are, the misfortunes to which 
you are liable, which will oblige you to 
think and reflect, even in fpite of your- 
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felves ; be perfuaded now to accuftom 
yourfelves to thefe, that you may meet re- 
collection and retirement, when they are 
neceffary, with peace and fatisfadtion. As 
you would wifh to abftain from vice, to 
improve in virtue, to enjoy the pleafures 
of devotion, not to render ficknefs, or po- 
verty, or death intolerable, comply now 
with the advice of the Pfalmift, Commune 
with your own hearts upon your bed^ and be 
full. Believe me, my brethren, by follow- 
ing this advice, you will live the more 
harmonioufly in the fame fociety and 
neighbourhood : you will love one another 
the better, be more willing to overlook 
each others frailties and faults. You will 
be the more faithful minifters, the- more 
diligent teachers, the more upright mer- 
chants, the more honeft artificers, the 
more affe&ionate parents, the more du- 
tiful children. In a word, you will be the 
more perfect in all the relations and cir- 
cumftances of life in which you may be 
placed. 
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LUKE vii. 36 48. 

And we of the phdrifees dejtred hint that 
he would eat with him. And he went 
Into the pharifeis houfe, and fat down to 
ineat. And behold, a woman in the dty 9 
which was a -Jinner, when Jhe knew that 
Jefus fat at meat in the pharifee's houfe 9 
brought an alabafter box of ointment, and 
Jlood at his feet behind him weeping, 
and began to wajh his feet with tears, 
and did wipe them with the hairs of her 
head, and kiffed his feet, and anointed 
them with the ointment. Now when the 
pharifee which had bidden him, faw it 9 
he fpake within himfelf, faying, This 
man, if he were a prophet, would have, 
known who, and what manner of womajt 
this is that toucheth him : far Jhe is a, 
Jinner. And Jefus anfwering, faid untb 
him, Simon, I have fomewhai to fay unto 
thee. And he fdyeth, Mafter, fay on, 
VOL, II. I 
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There was a certain creditor, which fiad 
tivo debtors : the one owed five hundred 
pence, and. the other fifty. And when- they 
had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave 
them . both. 'Tell me therefore, which of 
them will love himmojl? Simon anfwered 
and faid, I fuppofx that he to whom he 
forgave moft. And\ he faid unto him, Thou 
haft rightly, judged. And he turned to 
the woman,, and faid unto Simon,. Seeft 
thou this woman?. I entered into thine 
houfe, thou gavejl me' no water for my 
feet ; hut Jhe hath wajhed my felt with 
tears,- and wiped them with the hairs of 
her head. Thou gavejl me no kifs : but 
this woman) Jince the time I came in, 
hath not ceafed to kifs my feet. Mine 
head with oil thou did/I not anoint : but 
this woman hath anointed my, feet with 
ointment. Wlierefore I fay unto thee,.her 
fms which are many, are forgiven, for 
Jhe loved much : but to whom little is for- 
given, the fame loveth -little. And 
fold ui{tQ her, Thy Jins are forgiven* 
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FROM many principles of the human 
conftitution, it might eafily be fhewfl, 
that there is no method of inftruction fo 
pleafing and powerful, as that which is 
derived from a juft delineation of charac- 
ters, and an affe&ing reprefehtatlon of fa&s. 
Thefe take a ready and faft hold of the me- 
mory, and the conclufions to be drawn 
from them, being fimilar to what- prudence 
teaches every man to draw in the ordinary 
conduct of lifej are eafily apprehended - 9 
and leave a lafting impreffion. The fen- 
timent which has obtained fuch univerfal 
approbation, / am a man., and I think no- 
thing belonging to man foreign to me is 
deeply engraved upon every heart: and 
while the founded abftraft reafoning, or 
moft wholefome general rules are difre- 
garded, virtue fcarce ever fails to.infinuate 
itfelf, and to gain ground where it is re- 
commended by thofe examples which dif- 
cover the natural and amiable feelings of 
the heart. They attract our love. They 
operate on our fympathy. They convince 
us, that what was once pra6tifed } is ftill 
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practicable : and thus while they attacHy 
hey as it were transform the foul. On- : 
the other hand, the deformity of vice is befi 
reprefented in a living object. It becomes 
more odious by being contrafted with vir- 
tue. Its pernicious efFe&s are moft obvi* 
oufly difplayed, and the fentiments of ap- 
probation and abhorrence are mutually 
heightened by oppofition. We can fcarce- 
ly turn to any difcourfe of our Saviour's, 
which does not ferve to illuftrate thefe 
obfervations. 

The paflage I have now read reprefents 
to us, in the character of the pharifee,. a' 
proud, haughty and rigid temper, and dif-\ 
covers to us the dangerous nature of thofe 
vices, which may lurk in the breaft of a- 
man, and influence his conduct, who is at 
the fame time ignorant of them, The 
iincere marks of forrow and attachment 
exhibited* by the humble penitent, work 
upon our companion, and intereft us for 
'her recovery. The humane and generous- 
conduct of the great Infbu&or of mankind.,. 
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tfoothes and revives her deje&ed fpirit: and 
'.we partake of thefe pleafmg emotions. 
The acceptance of her humility, repentance 
,and love, difpels all thofe doubtful and 
.folicitous thoughts, which the fling even of 
forfaken guilt would otherw ( ife occafion, and 
jdifFufes .that facred ferenity and joy .over 
the human heart, which meet with the 
approbation of confcience and of heaven. 
.Such fentiments as thefe, I believe, .natu- 
rally prefent themfelves-to.a religious mind, 
-on reading this paflage. On account of 
.its perfpicuity and plainnefs, it does not 
require a long, commentary ; a few remarks, 
.however, will .not be improper:. 

The pharifees were a fet of the Jews, 
;.who pretended to a peculiar :fanc"Hty and 
.virtue. They valued themfelves on a ftricT: 
.obfervance of the law, and. an entire con- 
formity to all its ceremonies. The merit 
they affumed to themfelves on this account, 
exprefled itfelf in a fupercilious haughti- 
nefs of behaviour, and an avowed contempt 
of others. It is natural to imagine, as it in. 
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fat happened with the pharifees, that a 
religion which confifted fo much in exter- 
nals, fhould often be made a cloak to con- 
ceal the carnal purpofes of the heart. One. 
of this feel:, whom we may reafonably be- 
lieve to have had as much candour and 
charity as moft of the order, invited our 
Saviour to his houfe; and agreeably to the 
ufual condefcenfion and courteoufnefs of 
his behaviour, he readily accepted the in- 
vitation. The exclufive privilege which 
the pharifees claimed of being accounted 
holy, had introduced a diftin&ion that 
could not fail to be attended with very per- 
nicious effe&s. If a man was not admit- 
ted into their fet, if he did not conform 
tp every trivial obfervance, if he filled an 
office which happened with them to be 
unpopular, or difhonourable ; in one or all 
of thefe cafes, he was. regarded as a finner. 
Thus men, who in the eftimation of the 
flri6teft fedt among them, went ill under 
the fame denomination, being unreftrained 
b.y any regard to character, readily fell 
into thofe vices, an abftmence from which 
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would not have altered their general re- 
putation. Uninfluenced by the hope of 
honeft praife, or the fear of deferved re- 
proach, it was no wonder if the real vices, 
which an injurious and political diftin&ion 
had chiefly occafioned, and from which 
the pharifees could boaft they -were 'free, 
feemed tojuftify the appellation which they 
gave them, Pride and prejudice had car- 
ried the antipathy againft them fo far, that 
to hold any communication with them, or 
to eat with them, was accounted a ftain ; 
and a good office performed to them was 
fcarce reckoned one of the duties of huma- 
nity. Our Saviour, whofe native virtue 
and unftained integrity rendered no mean 
compliance with the prejudices of the 
times neceflary, and the overflowings of 
whofe benevolence were, .like -the rays of 
the fiui, difFufed to,all, never. avoided their 
company, notwithftanding the offence it 
gave, and'the contempt and malice it pro- 
duced : but by the apteft admonitions, and 
the moft merciful declarations, infufed in- 
to their minds, the obliterated principles of 
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virtue ; and by infpiring them with the 
hopes of the divine favour, recovered them 
from defpair and guilt, to penitence and 
reformation. 

It happened that while our Saviour was 
at meat with the pharifee, a woman of the 
city who belonged to the clafs we have been 
fpeaking of, and who had probably been 
notorious for her vices ? came into the houfe; 
and having brought with her an alabafter 
box of ointment, while our Saviour reclin- 
ed on the bed, ftood at his feet and wept. 
The grief of her heart, and the fervour of 
her affe&ion made her tears flow in fuch 
abundance, that flie wafhed his feet with 
them. She moreover wiped them with 
the hair of her head., and anointed them 
with the ointment. I will not enter into 
any curious inquiry who this penitent wo- 
man was, whether Mary the fifter of Laza- 
rus, Mary Magdalen, or fome other; or 
whether the hiftory before us relates to the. 
ime event which is recorded by the other 
eyangelifb, as happening immediately be- 
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fore our Saviour was betrayed. It is fuiE- 
pient to fay, that the firft is a point of mere 
curiofity, which it is neither eafy nor ne- 
ceflary to (determine, and that the relation 
we are considering, differs fo much from 
thofe of the other eyangelifts referred to, 
both in order of time, and a variety of cir- 
cumftances, that it appears extremely pro- 
bable to me that they are not founded on 
the fame tranfa&ion. It may be proper to 
make fome remarks upon the figns of pe- 
nitence- and attachment which are here 
(defcribed. 

There are fome expreffions of our paf- 
fions natural and univerfal. There are 
other indications of them, which may be 
ultimately founded in nature, but imme- 
diately derived from the particular manners 
and cuftoms that prevail in a country. Ac- 
cidental circumftances too, in the former 
part of one's life, may give an additional 
and peculiar expreilion to fome tokens of 
forrow. Thus the effufion of tears is the 
natural and univerfal indication of grief, 



S R M O N XV. 



the genuine exprefilon of a foul -melted 
with forrow and penitence. 'The wafhing 
the feet of a ftranger was an antient mark 
of hofpitality, as we may fee from Abra- 
Jiairi's addrefs to the angels, whom he in^- 
vited to come into his tent. The cuftom 
Spread over the eaft, and prevailed alfo 
among the antient Greeks. It had been 
retained by the Jews, and might naturally 
icome to be ceniidered as a token of regard, 
which is a fentiment fo nearly allied to 

* 

hofpitality. I might here therefore remark 
that, when our Saviour wafhed his difciples 
feet, it was an inftance both of condefcen- 
fion and regard, very fuitable to the manners 
of the country, -A falutation, in almoft all 
ages and nations, has been confidered as a 
token of good-will and friendship. And 
this very circumftance adds an infamy to 
the treachery of Judas, and a feverity to 
our Saviour's queflion, Betray eft thou the 
Jon of man with a kifs? 



The hair of her head, which this penitent 
probably been fo careful to braid and 
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attire, in order to fet off her beauty to the 
greateft advantage, to gratify her vanity, 
or feduce the unwary, now hangs loofe, 
unadorned and difhevelled. She ufes it to 
wipe the feet which her tears had bathed. 
The contraft of her former life and man- 
ners renders the negligence of her drefs, and 
the inftance of her humility more ftriking 
tefHmonies of the fihcerity of her forrow, 
and the purity of her purpofes. 

Ointments and perfumes were ufed in 
thofe days by way of ornament and neat- 
nefs, and were often offered at entertain- 
ments to the guefts. The practice of ufmg 
them gave occafion to our Saviour to ex- 
hort his difciples, when they failed, not 
to disfigure their faces as the Pharifees did, 
but to waih them, and anoint their head. 
What had formerly ferved for the deco- 
ration of her perfon, the penitent now 
employs to anoint our Saviour's feet. 

The compaffionate Jefus faw and re- 
ceived thefe natural, genuine and ftriking 
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tokens of remorfe, repentance, and regard 
with complacence. But on this the difpo- 
iition of the pharifee immediately appears, 
for be faid within him f elf ^ If this man were 
a prophet^ he would have known who^ and 
what manner of woman this is ; for Jhe is 
a Jinner. The vices .which this remark 
difcovers, I fhall have occaliqn to men- 
tion more particularly afterwards. At 
prefent I only explain the hiftory. Our 
Saviour, who judged not by the feeing of 
the eye, nor the hearing of the ear, but 
who difcerned the fecret fentiments of the 
-heart, that he might obviate the obje&ion, 
which was evidently the refult of pride 
and felf-confidence, makes ufe of a fhort, 
but appofite ftory. 'There was a certain 
-creditor winch had two debtor s^ &c. a . Si- 
mon, who perhaps did not know that the 
queftion had any relation to his own fuf- 
;picions, anfwers according to the natural 
-and firft feelings of his heart. Simon an- 
jwered and fald^ I fuppofe that he to whom 
'he forgave mojl b . In the 44th, 45th, 46th, 

a Ver. 41, 42. b Ver. 43. 
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and 47th verfes, our Saviour applies the 
converfation to Simon and the penitent;. 
the whole is to be taken together, and the 
meaning appears to me to be this, that as 
the generofity of a creditor, in the judge- 
ment of the pharifee himfelf, is the more 
to be praifed the larger the debt he re- 
mits, fo the mercy of God is the more 
to be admired in the pardon and accep- 
tance of a notorious finner : and as the 
gratitude of a debtor rifes the higher, and 
is on this account more the object of our 
approbation, the greater the fum that is 
remitted him, fo the gratitude and love 
which the remiffion of many fins kindle 
in a true penitent,, are fo ftrong and fer- 
vent, that the condefcending Father of 
goodnefs regards them with a particular" 
degree of approbation. 

The oppofition between the conduct of 
the pharifee and the woman fets both irt 
the ftrongeft light. I would only add, ta 
what I have already obferved, upon the 
eircumftances that occur here ? that the 
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cuftoms of giving water to wafh the feet 
of their guefts, of falutation and prefent- 
ing them with ointments, which had for- 
merly been marks of general refpect and 
hofpitality, had, by the fpirit of party and 
the mutual hatred of fects, been converted 
into tokens of more particular friendmip 
and connection; The conduct of the 
pharifee to our Saviour at this time, which 
is tacitly blamed, renders this probable. 
The fame alfo appears from our Saviour's 
obfervation in his fermon on the mount* 
And if ye falute your brethren only, what 
do ye more tban others? do not even the 
publicans the fame e /* 

After thefe observations, let iis now at- 
tend to tho'fe reflections which this paf- 
fage fuggefts to us. Let us, in the firft 
place, confider the character of the pha- 
jifee, whofe vices are -not expreily men- 
tioned, but are left to be collected fron> 
the general ftrain of the hiftory. There 
is no reafon to think that he was among 
the moft corrupt of that feel. We may 

c Matth. v. 47. 
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ftippofe that he was no ftranger to thofe 
virtues which the pharifee claims in the 
xviiith chapter of Luke, and that he was 
unftained by thofe vices, from which he 
glories in being free. He might have 
thariked God that he was neither an ex- 
tortioner, nor unjujl, nor an adulterer, that 
he fafted twice in the week, and gave 
tithes of all that he had* Fraud and op- 
preflion. he had-- never countenanced ; and 
we ma}? allow that the ordinary upright- 
nefs of his behaviour was irreproachable. 
Ye men of the world, would ye defire a 
better character, or wifh for a more blame- 
lefs reputation ? Strangers to the lovely and 
alluring form of virtue, you miftake for 
k a lifelefs image which only bears a re- 
femblance in a- few features. From the 
hiftory now before us, let us examine this 
character more minutely, and point out its 
defefts. 

Firft, The unjuft fufpicion which the 
pharifee's heart fuggefted, at feeing ou^ 

Saviour receive the kiadrtefs of the peni- 
i 
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tent, without {hewing any marks of dil- 
pleafure, evidently difcovers a high degree ; 
of pride and felf-confidence,; The whole 
hiftory alfo fhews that he h'ad no fenfe of 
his own imperfection, nor the leaft appre- 
henfion of his own demerit There is not 
a vice more unbecoming human nature,' 
conftdering its frailty and imperfection)' 
than an overweening opinion of ourfelves : 
as if we were exempted from follies and 
faults. When it is obferved in the ordi- 
nary tranfactions of life, it is a proof of 
great weakiiefs. But in the concerns of 
virtue and religion, it plainly difcovers 
that we have no juft and elevated fentiments 1 
of the ftandard of virtue; that we think of 
the fupreme Being, the fource and center 
of all perfection, in a manner that is un- 
worthy of his purity and holinefs, and that 
the culture and improvement of our owri 
hearts and temper are the leaft object of 
our attention. With refpeet to our fellow- 
creaturesj this temper has the worft effecT:.- 
It gradually weakens and confines our vir- 
tue, and at laft almoft defcroys the fenti- 
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ments of humanity, kindnefs, generofity 
and compaffioni If it fhould not happen 
entirely to corrupt and deprave the heart, 
it at leaft deadens all the beft and moft ami- 
able affections of our nature, and prevents 
the exercife of every great and exalted vir- 
tue. Will the man who has indulged and 
cherifhed his pride, till it has become the 
prevailing and ruling paflion of his heart, 
and blinded him to every frailty and fault 
in himfelf, be ready to forgive injuries ? 
Will he return good for evil ? Will he 
be patient under afflictions ? Will he bear 
oppofition ? Will he fpare the wretch that 
has incurred his refentment, and lies at his 
mercy ? Will he ftied the foothing tear of 
pity, or fpeak the words of kindnefs to quiet 
the diftrefs of a troubled heart ? Will he 
bind up the wounds of his poor inferior, 
and pour wine and oil into them to heal 
them ? Ah no ! Triumphing in the vir- 
tues, at whofe defects the heaven-born foul 
would blufh ; and glorying in his being 
free from flagrant vices, he defpifes his fel- 
low-fervant, and even approaches heaven 
VOL. IL K 
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with an affured countenance, and fays ter 
the humble and fearful, but devout worfhip- 
per, Stand by, I am holier than tbou. This 
pride and felf-confidence, by which man 
is moft directly allied with the fpirits who 
fell, is thus not only heinous in itfelf, but 
may properly be confidered as a fource of 
many other vices. Like a plentiful, but 
impure fountain, it emits a variety of 
itreams equally turbid and impure. Being 
the quality moft remarkable in the phari- 
faical character, the indignation which our 
mild and charitable Saviour expreffes a- 
gainft this fecit, may {hew its enormity. By 
afliiming an appearance of a confcious u- 
periority, of a high regard for virtue, of a 
deteftation of the abandoned, it fcreens it- 
felf from the cenfure of the world, and not 
rarely from the knowledge of the very man 
who is a prey to it. Thus being a foe 
equally powerful, fecret and pernicious, 
its attacks cannot be too cautioufly nor di- 
ligently guarded againft. And the decla- 
rations in the gofpel, that are fo frequently 
repeated againft this vice, are a moft awful 
and alarming warning to chriftians to at- 
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tend particularly to their characters, and 
not to reft fatisfied^ as men are but too apt 
to do, if their confidences reproach them 
with no positive guilt. 



^ I have the longer infifted upon this 
vice, becaiife I confider it as the fource 
from which others difcovered to us in this 
hiffcory do floWi And as they are capa- 
ble of being diftinguifhed From it, let us 
particularly attend to them. It appears 
then, in the fecond place, that he Was either 
devoid of the virtue of humanity and com* 
paifton, or that the vice which has been al- 
ready named had fo overpowered him, that 
it prevented its exercife. When the peni- 
tent came into the houfei, file difcovers the 
frrongeft and moft evident fymptoms of 
forrow and diftrefs. This language, which 
is the language of naturej never fails to 
roufe, and to intereft the heart. And to be 
ignorant of it, or inattentive to it, is the 
fureft fign of an unfeeling fouL Yet the 
forrowful appearance, the tears and the 
humble conduft of the penitent, fo far frqni 
K 2 



'13* SERMON XV, 

attracting the attention, and exciting the 
pity of the pharifee, only afford occafion 
for a captious and ungenerous reflection. 
Knowledge of the world, and the falfe ap- 
pearances that are to be met with in it, may 
render a man cautious and difcerning : but 
if it fteals the heart againft every ten- 
der and compaflionate feeling for a real fuf- 
ferer, tho' almoft the moft worthlefs of 
men, let my foul remain in ignorance. 
The woman here defcribed was, it is true, 
a fmner. But did the moft unfeigned and 
expreflive forrow carry no plea for pity ? 
Rigid and unrelenting virtue, is this the 
lefTon thou teacheft thy votaries ? No. The 
virtuous heart is ever humane. At the 
fufferings of guilt it foftens and melts, but 
with the tears of honeft forrow and peni- 
tence it mingles its own, and with the moft 
attracting and endearing fympathy fooths 
their pains, and mitigates their anguifh. 

3dly, Another fault with which the 
pharifee is chargeable, is this : It appears 
that he muft have entertained very low 
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and groveling notions of the divine purity 
and perfection. He harbours not the 
leaft fufpicion that his own worth is de- 
fective, or the leaft doubt that the divine 
favour may be withheld : he feems on the 
contrary to conftder it as his due. What 
muft this man think of that everlafting 
One in whofe fight the heavens are not 
clean., and who charges his angels with 
folly ? While he extravagantly exalts his 
own merit, how muft he have debafed the 
Father of lights, whom the cherubim can- 
not behold without vailing their faces ? 
Could his divinity be really the powerful, 
the jealous, the merciful, the glorious 
God of Mofes and the prophets ? or was 
he not rather the imperfect, the weak, 
the partial being of his own imagination \ 
Think not, my brethren, that in this his 
understanding was merely defective. Juft 
opinions of the Deity fcarce ever fail, ef- 
pecially where revelation is vouchsafed, 
to arife in the mind that is difciplined by 
virtue, and governed by good affections. 
The proud and the vicious, on the con- 
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trary, are fliut out by their own folly from 
the knowledge of God, arid have no dif-< 
cernment of the Moft High.. The Lord 
hateth a -proud -look y but he giveth gracs- 
unto the lowly d . Thus an attention to the 
character of the pharifee fhews us, that 
he was ruled by pride, and a confidence 
in his own merit - } vices moft unbecoming 
the nature and condition of man : that his 
heart was infenfible to the language of 
forrow, and eftranged from the feelings 
of humanity, and that his conceptions of 
the fupreme Being were altogether un-. 
fuitable, and unworthy of his nature. 

Let us now attend to. a very different 
chara&er, I mean that of the penitent wo-, 
man. Her humility and penitence renr 
der her tfye pbjet both pf our regard and 
inftruction. This woman, who had been, 
a fmner, bought an alabafter box of ointi 
ment, and while our Saviour was at meat.,, 
iiood behind him weeping, and began tQ 

d . Proy. vi. 16, 17. iii, 3. 
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-wafh his feet with her tears, and to wipe 
them with the hair of her head, and kilTed 
-his feet, and anointed them with the oint- 
ment. Thefe indications of her love and 
attachment, her humility and purpofes of 
amendment found fuch acceptance with 
our Saviour, that he faid unto her. Thy 
fws are forgiven tfae. 

Fain would man hope, even without re- 
velation, that the tears and cries of a re- 
turning fmner would bend the juftice of the 
divinity, and incline him to mercy. Fail* 
would nature lead us to afcribe a relenting 
temper to the Governor of the univerfe, 
like to that humanity, pity and compaffion 
which we difcover in man. But the trem- 
bling pinion of reafon fails, when fhe foars 
to fuch fublime heights : and the report 
ihe brings is various, uncertain and con*- 
fufed. After the longeft deliberation, the 
moft fenfible and moft natural prayer which 
a man fufpended between hope and fear 
would offer to his Maker upon this fub- 
would be fome fuch one as this, " Q 
K 4 
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" thou Sovereign of the univerfe, pour thy 
" eonfolation into a heart that is racked 
cc with doubts and difqutets, and dares 
^ neither diftruft thy mercy, nor rely on 
" thy favour." It is revelation that pro- 
perly defcribes the nature, and allures us 
of the efficacy of true repentance. Thefe 
Important and confolatory doctrines are 
difplayed to us in the inftance we are nov\? 
confidering. 
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MATTHEW xxvi. 36- 44. 

'Then cometh Jefus with them unto a place 
catted GethfemanC) and. faith to Ms dif- 
ripleS) fit ye here, while I go ' and pray 
yonder. And he took with him Peter 
and the two fans of Zeledee^ and began 
to be forrowfuly and very heavy. 
'Then faith he unto them. My foul is ex- 
ceeding forr awful) even unto death : tar- 
ry ye here and watch with me. And he 
went a little further , and fell on his face -, 
and prayed^ faying^ O my Father, if it 
be pojjibk) let this cup pafs from me: 
neverthelefS) not as I will y but as thou 
wilt. And he cometh to the difciples, and 
findfth them ajleep, and faith unto Peter y 
What) could ye.^ not watch with me one 
hour ? Watch and ^ray t that ye enter 

7 
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not into temptation : the fpirit indeed 
is willing, but the flejb is weak. He 
^vent away again the fecond time, and 
prayed, faying, O my Father, if this cup 
may not pafs away from me, except I 
drink it, thy will be done. And lie came 
and found them ajleep again : for their 
eyes were heavy. And he left them, 
and went away again, and prayed the 
third time, faying the fame words. 

T Hough it be univerfally acknow- 
ledged, that the example of Chrift 
is intended for the imitation of Chriftians, 
yet we feldom take fufficient pains to de- 
jineate the feveral virtues of his life, and 
to imprefs our own hearts with a fenfe of 
their dignity and importance. The fo- 
lemn inftitutions of religion, however, 
have a direct tendency to bring thefe ob- 
jects to our view ; and the infifting on 
them, when we meet for public worfhip, 
muft probably have the advantage of falling 
in with the natural current of our feelings 
and fentiments. 
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The knowledge of the characters of 
thofe perfons whom hiftory reprefents to 
us, is chiefly derived from obferving the 
manner in which they acted in the capi- 
tal and moft interefting fcenes of life. In 
thefe the leading qualities of the mind 
concentre, and exert themfelves ; and they 
are marked fo diftinctly, and reprefented, 
as it were, fo luminoufly, that we can af- 
certain them with precifion. But of all 
the circumftances in which man can be 
placed, that of calamity and affliction 
proves moft directly the vigour and the 
difpofitions of his mind ; and fuch as this 
fituation difcovers him to be, fuch he ge- 
nerally is. 

The paflage of fcripture which I have 
now read, reprefents our Saviour over- 
whelmed with fuch a load of forrow and 
fuffering, and overpowered with fuch a, 
variety of melancholy profpects, that fup- 
pofing the truth of his hiftory, even his 
enemies cannot fail to believe, that upon 
this occafion, the natural and the genuine 
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feelings of his mind muft have broke forth, 
and that now, when all art muft have been 
difconcerted, he truly appeared what he 
actually was, Every word therefore which 
he fpeaks, and every emotion he dii co- 
vers, ftrongly indicates the nature f his 
character, and, as it were, fets the feal 
to it. The former tranfactions of his 
life muft be tried by this touchftone ; and 
in every inftance wherein they correfpond 
to what he fpoke and acted in thefe cri- 
tical moments, we muft confider them as 
the exhibitions of an uniform and confift- 
ent character. But before we enter on 
this view of our fubjedt, let us attend to 
the preceding part of the evangelift's 
narration, and to the facts that are here 
reprefented to us. 

As the time of our Saviour's fufFering 
drew near, he gave more direct intimations 
of it to his followers, and pointed out 
the very perfon who was to betray him 
into the hands of finners. After the in- 
ftitution of his fupper, he had departed 
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with his difciples to the Mount of Olives, 
where he again declares to them his 
own impending fufferings, the general 
confirmation in which they fliould be in- 
volved, and their defertion that was to 
enfue. After this, our text informs us, 
that he went to Gethfemane, and his par- 
ticular attachment and affe&ion engaging 
him to make choice of fome of the dif- 
ciples for companions in that mournful 
hour which was to follow, he accordingly 
fele&ed Peter, and James, and John, and 
retired with them to a fmall diftance. To 
them he opened the calamitous and di- 
ftrefled ftate of his mind, in that plain 
and unaffected language which is fo na- 
tural to diftrefs. My foul, fays he, is ex- 
ceeding forrowful, even unto death. And 
while he knew that it was appointed for 
him to tread the wlneprefs alone, and that 
of the people there Jhould be none with him % 
yet the infirmity of nature fo far operat- 
ed as to make him- hope for fome aflift- 
ance from the prefence and fympathy of his 

8 Ifaiah Ixiii. 
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friends. He therefore entreats them 
tarry, and to watch with him. Then ] 
went a little farther, and in the bitterne 
of his foul, he fell on his face and in 
-.plored his Father's aid, in thefe word 
equally expreffive of his piety and his r 
fignation, his fufFerings and his fortitud 
Father, if it be pofjible^ let this cup pt 
from me : nevertbelefs, not as I will? b 
as thou wilt. Upon returning to his di 
ciples, he finds them afleep ; and addre 
fing himfelf to Peter, who, but a lit! 
before, had fo confidently, promifed up< 
the fidelity and fteadinefs of his fervic 
What) fays he, could not ye watch with ? 
one hour ? At the fame time he gives 
gracious admonition againft any futu 
defection, and points out the means 
avoiding it, Watch and pray^ that ye eni 
not into temptation : and with the fan 
mildnefs and benignity which ever d 
ftinguifhed his character^ he commen 
their afFeftion, and palliates their rrc 
*The fpirit indeed is willing? but the flefn 
weak. In the utmoft agony of mind whic 
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forced the fweat through every pore like 
great drops of blood, as Luke informs us, 
he reiterates the fame fervent and re- 
ligned prayer, and again finding the.dif- 
ciples afleep, he retires the third time, 
and prays to his Father, ufing the fame 
words. 

From what caufes this forrow proceed- 
ed, which our Redeemer felt, is not pre- 
cifely faid. But the whole hiftory {hews 
us that it was extreme and overwhelming. 
It certainly eonfifted chiefly in thofe views 
which arife from a dark and depreiTed ftate 
of mind, and which the foul that feels, 
knows to be more poignant than all the 
tortures that can be inflicted on the body. 
The future calamities of a city whofe over- 
throw he frequently laments in fuch pa- 
thetic terms, the wretched ftate of a pe- 
rifhing. world, the inconfiderable effects 
his divine inftructions had hitherto pro- 
duced, the falfenefs of a pretended friend, 
the infirmity of a few felect difciples ; all 
perhaps wrought upon his compaffionate 
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heart, and filled him with inexpreffible- 
anguifh. The forefight of fufferings which 
humanity fhrinks from, of pangs which an 
imagination full of fenfibility clothes with 
more terror than the actual fufferings in- 
flict, was perhaps too powerful to be borne 
in that fituation in which thefe ideas pre- 
fented themfelves. Add to all thefe, the 
confcioufnefs that thofe divine aids on 
which he had always depended, and 
which had been fo liberally communi- 
cated, were now for a feafon withdrawn ; 
and that alone and unfupported, he felt 
himfelf left to ftruggle with all the bitter- 
nefs of death ; I fay, let us attend to thefe 
things, and perhaps we may have fome 
conception of that difmal irate, in which 
our Saviour uttered this prayer. Father., 
if it be pojjiblsy let this cup depart from 
me : neverthelefsy not as I will, but as 
tbou wilt ; upon which, as Luke informs 
us, an interpofaion of providence became 
neceiTary, and an angel was fent from, 
heaven to ftrengthen him. It is fuffici- 
ent to mention, for it would be fuperfluous 
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to prove, that by the firft expreffion, Pa- 
tber, if it be poffible, is meant, not if the 
requeft I now make is within the verge 
of Omnipotence, but if it is confiftent 
with the plan of the divine government, 
and the great defign of my mifilon into 
the world. That fevere depreflion of mind 
which he presently felt, and the fufferings 
he was fo foon to undergo, are evidently 
what he meant by that cup which he prays 
to be removed from him. The lot of hu- 
man life in general may be figuratively ex- 
prefTed by a cup -, and the figure is fo fre- 
quent in fcripture, and fo appofite indeed 
of itfelf, that it muft be readily apprehen- 
ded. Thus the pfalmift, to denote the fe- 
licity of his fituation, ufes the expreffion, 
My cup runneth over b . And our Saviour, 
when he rebukes the fons of Zebedee for 
their intemperate requeft, does it in thefe 
terms, Are ye able to drink of the cup which I 
fiatt drink of c ? That is, to partake of the 
fufferings which I muft endure. 
VOL. II. L 

fe Pfalm xxiii. 5. c Matthew xx, 22, 
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Having faid thus much in explication of 
the pafTage now under confideration, I pro- 
ceed to my principal delign in this difcourfe, 
to wit, to confider thofe virtues in the cha- 
racter of Chrift which are here exhibited 
to us, and to illuftrate them from the cor- 
lefponding paflages of his life. That I may 
not engage in too wide a field, I fhall con- 
fine myfelf to the confideration of thofe 
features of our Saviour's character which 
appear in this paflage in the moft confpi- 
cuous light ; I mean his piety, his refigna- 
tion, and his fortitude : And of thefe I fhall 
difcourfe in the order I have now mention- 
ed them. 

ift, The piety of our Saviour's heart is 
nere difcovered in the ftrongeft light. The 
immediate recourfe he has to prayer in this 
diftrefsful fituation, the humble proftration 
he ufed, the fervour of his addrefs, and the 
tenor of it, all confpire to {hew that he was 

actuated by the trueft fenfe of the divine 

* * 

perfections, and the veneration that is due 
to them. And indeed, if we. can be faid 
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fcb perceive the principal qualities of a per- 
fon's character, who gave a perfect pattern 
of fo many virtues, we may pronounce them 
to be, a perpetual impreffion of the divine 
perfections and government;, and a humane 
and generous feeling for the diflrefles of 
mankind;, The firft difcovers itfelf by all 
the expreffions of veneration and zeal which 
the different circumftances of his life gave 
bccafion to, and in the frequent afts of a 
rational and elevated devotion. All the 
anfwers which he gave at that time, when 
he was led up into the wildernefs to be 
tempted of the devil, are plainly charac~le- 
riftical of this difpofition. When the tempt- 
er defired a proof of his. being the Son of 
God, by commanding the ftones to become 
bread, he replies ; It is written^ man Jball 
not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that proccedeth out of the mouth of 
GW d . Upon a fecond effort to feduce him, 
by a quotation from fcripture, he both ftiews 
his own piety, and infinuates a reprehetifion 

L 2 
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of the malicious employment of this wicked 
fpirit. It is written^ Thou Jhalt not tempt the 
Lord thy God*. The laft anfwer he gives 
difcovers entirely the fame temper. Thou 
Jhalt worjhipi fays he, the Lord thy GW, and 
him only Jhalt thou ferve f , In his fermon 
on the mount, which contains the fum of 
chriftian morals, there is this remarkable, 
difference from every other fyftem, that ths 
d-uty of piety is not only recommended as an 
eflential branch of morality, but that every 
other duty is infilled upon as flowing from 
or dependent upon it ; and that in the per- 
formance of every one of them, we are call- 
ed to eonfider ourfelves as creatures re- 
lated to the fupreme Being, anfwerable to 
him for our conduct, and under the ftri6t- 
eft obligation to promote his glory. The 
divine prayer which he taught his difciples 
is a perfect model of devout expreflion. 
It is impoflible to read it with attention 
without perceiving that it breathes the 
fentiments of a heart under this particular 
impreflion, that the happinefs of human, 

e Matth. iv. 50. f Matth, iv. 7* 
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creatures arifes principally from the ad- 
vancement and completion of the divine 
eounfels. When his difciples had taken 
fbme offence at feeing him converfe with 
the Samaritan woman ; from a fmall inci- 
dent which foon followed, he lays hold of 
an opportunity both of redlifying their mi- 
ftakes, and of informing them of the great 
object he had in view. When they prayed 
kitn, faying, Majler., eat. I have meat> fays 
he, to eat that ye know not of. For my 
meat is to do the will of him that fent me^ and 
to finijh his work &. As by the appoint- 
ment of providence, food is neceflary for 
invigorating our bodies, and for enabling 
us to perform the duties of ordinary life ; 
fo the exertions of piety, and the fpreading 
its interefts, feemed effential not only to 
the felicity, but alfo to the exiflence of 
the Son of God. 

There is another very affecting paflage 
in the life of Chrift, which evinces in a 

L 3 
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finking" manner the reality, the extent an<J 
the force of this principle of piety. While 
he was talking to the people, his mother 
and his brethren flood without, defiringto 
fpeak with him. Being informed of this, he 
anfwered, and faid to him that told him ? 
Ifylw is my mother^ and who are my breth- 
ren ? And he ftr etched forth his hands fo hi$ 
difciples, and faid, Behold my mother and my 
brethren.-. For whofoever doth the will of 
my heavenly Father^ the fame is my brother 
and Jifter and mother h . And to the fame 
purpofe,when a certain woman, ftruck with 
the divinity of his difcourfes, cries out, Blef- 
fed is the womb that bare thee, and the paps 
that gave thee fuck^ he anfwers, Tea rather 
HeJJsd are they that hear the word of God 
and do it 1 . Even thofe relations which 
generally form the clofeft union, and which ? 
as appears from feyeral incidents in our 
Saviour's life, he was far from overlooking, 
were ilill inferior to the connection form- 
ed by the prevalence of virtuous and de r 
yout difpofitipns. It is remarkable too ? 

h Matth. xxii. 46. ! Luke xi. 27, 28. 
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that when any emotion of his heart is ex- 
cited, it naturally mingles and aflbciates 
with that prevailing fpirit of piety, which 
feems ftill to have been predominant. 

Upon one occafion, when he faw the 
multitudes, we are told, he was moved 
with compajjion towards them, becaufe they 
fainted, and were fcattered abroad as Jheep 
having no J}}epherd. Then faith he to his dif- 
ciples. The harvejl truly is plenteous^ but the 
labourers are few. Pray ye therefore the Lord 
of the harvejl that he will fend forth labour- 
ers into his harvejl k . The afperity with 
which he rebukes the fcribes and pharifees, 
appears to have proceeded from the fame 
principle. They were not only guilty of grofs 
immoralities, but they pra&ifed them under 
the cloak of religion ; and it was this cir- 
cumftance, which a pious mind muft re- 
gard with indignation, that gave rife to 
all that feverity of cenfure, which exceeds 

L 4 
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the ufual bounds of his mildnefs and mo- 
deration. 

I might confirm the fame truth, and {hew 
the prevalence of the principle of piety in 
our Saviour's mind, from the ftrain of 
feveral of his parables, which are evidently 
Intended to give men juft ideas of the di- 
vine nature and government, to inculcate 
the importance of thefe truths, and to point 
out the eftimation which the belief of them 
beftows on human characters, . Our Sa- 
viour makes this application of the parable 
of the loft fheep, and the loft piece of filver. 
It is equally obvious in that of the prodigal 
fon : and it is plain, that the principal cir- 
cumftanee which rendered the prayer of the 
publican more acceptable than that of the 
pharifee, arofe from the juft conceptions he 
entertained of the purity and perfection of 
the fupreme Being, 

I mail now corjfider, as an illuftration of 
this fubjecl:, fome of the particular a<5ts of 
devotion which are recorded of our Saviour 
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in the hiftory of the gofpel. It is to be re- 
membered, that there are but a few of our 
Saviour's fayings and actions committed to 
writing : for if they mould all be mention- 
ed, as the apoftle John exprefles himfelf, 7 
fuppofe that even the world itfelf could not 
contain the books that Jhould be written 1 . 
But there is a fufficient number of fats 
for determining precifely his chara&er ; 
and the ats of devotion that are tranfmitted 
to us fully prove the.fpirit by which he was 
actuated. The firft prayer recorded by the 
evangelift Matthew, is that which he offers 
up after having lamented the inattention 
and l^ardheartednefs of thofe cities, in which 
he had performed fo many mighty works. 
/ thank tbee, O Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, becaufe thou haft hid thefe things 
from the wife and prudent, and haft revealed 
them unto babes* Even fo. Father^ for fo it 
feemed good in thy fight m i Can words ex- 
prefs more ftrongly a deep impreilion of 
the divine government, and an acquiefcence 

* John xxi, ,25. m Matthew xi. 25, 26. 
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.accompanied with gratitude in all its deter- 
minations. 

When our Saviour came to the tomb of 
Lazarus, we perceive by the anfwer which 
he gave Martha, that the glory of God was 
the principal objecT: of his confideration, 
from the miracle he was about to perform. 
Said I not to thee, that if ihou would/I be- 
lieve, thou Jhoulaft fee the glory of God? And 
when the ftone was removed, he lift up his 
eyes and faid, Father, I thank thee, that 
thou haft heard me, and I knoiv that thou 
beareft me always ; but for their fakes I 
faid it, who ftand by, that they may believe 
that thou haft fent me n . The exultation 
here exprefied in the confcioufnefs of the di- 
vine favour is evident ; and when we confi- 
der, that a particular event which, in itfelf, 
could to our Saviour be nothing extraordi- 
nary, but which was fo well adapted for 
imprefling the fpeclators with a belief of 
his divine miflion, the great mean of pro- 
moting the glory of God among mankind $ 

n John xi, 40, 41, 42, 
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when we confider, I fay, that this event was 
the immediate object in view, we fliall 
readily difcern the propriety of the latter 
part. of this prayer. The longeft act of de^- 
votion that the fcripture records of him., is 
that contained in the feventeenth chapter of 
John's gofpel. If there were no other, fure- 
ly this would fully evince the warmth of 
his devotional feelings, his ardent zeal for 
his father's glory, and his fupreme vene- 
ration of his perfections. The prayer con- 
tained in the paflage which I have taken for 
the foundation of this difcourfe, was re- 
peated no lefs than three times ; and it is 
put up with that earneftnefs, which touch- 
es the heart in fuch a manner as the long- 
eft comment upon it could not accomplifh. 
The line betwixt agonizing forrow and de- 
fpondency of mind, is precifely marked j 
and the reiteration of the fame petition, 
though his Father did not fee proper to 
grant his requeft, proves beyond contra- 
diction, that no difappointment could 
{hake the frrength of that piety which had 
grown from his earlieft years, and which 
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all the adverfities of life had tended but to 
confirm. When we confider, in conjunc- 
tion with all thefe 9 the regular and ftated 
benedictions he ufed, when he was receiv-^ 
ing the gifts of providence, or communicat- 
ing them to others ; the unwearied activity- 
he employed in fixing in the minds of hu- 
man creatures a fenfe of the importance of 
religious principles ; thofe frequent retire-^ 
ments from the world for purpofes of devo- 
tion, after one might have fuppofed that he 
was exhaufted by the public mmiftrations 
of his office ; his fpending whole nights in 
prayer, and his rifing often before day-break 
to the fame employment : when we confider, 
I fay, all thefe, they will certainly afford 
fuch proofs of the piety and the devotion- 
al fpirit of the Son of God, as muft tend 
ftrongly to affect the heart. 

2dly, Let us attend to that refignation 
of mind which is exemplified in this pafiage 
of holy writ, and marked in many other 
incidents of our Saviour's life. Refig- 
nation arifes fo naturally from a fpirit of 
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piety j and is fo infeparably connected with 
it, that we may view it as the offspring of 
this refpectable parent 5 or perhaps we may 
rather confider them as kindred virtues, 
mutually borrowing from, and lending lurcre 
to one another. Refignation fuppofes a 
flate of life, in which there are various 
calamities and afflictions : andt the greater 
mixture there is of thefe, the greater fcops 
is given for the exercife of this virtue, which 
implies a calm and chearful fubmiffiori to 
the will of God under the moil adverfe di- 
penfations of his providence. As our Sa- 
viour was a m&n of forrows, and acquainted 
with grief, and was expofed to a fcene of 
fuffering, that can in no refpect be paral- 
leled, there was the amplefl fcope for the 
exertion of this virtue : and accordingly no 
feature of his character is more plainly or 
diftinctly difcovered. 

It is to be remarked that virtue in gene- 
ral is by no means orientations, and the 
more ilncere and exalted the virtue is, 
the lefs it will affet to difplay itfelf to the 
4. 
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beft advantage. The pedant is always i& 
queft of an opportunity to fhine by a mul- 
tiplicity of words without knowledge^ 
while the man of real abilities never dif- 
covers them in an improper manner. You 
all know that the {hallow ftream murmurs 
along, while the motion, of the deep river 
is unheard and unobferved. A formal ex- 
hibition of any clafs of virtues in our Sa- 
viour'? life, though more obvious, muft 
have been lefs natural, lefs ftriking, and 
lefs effectual for all the purpofes of human 
reformation. We are in general therefore 
left to collect them as they occurred in 
thofe various incidents which gave proper 
opportunities for exemplifying them. The 
firft proof of his refignation arifes from 
that filent and compofed manner with 
which he bears the various ills of human 
life, equally remote from the infenfibility 
of the ftoic, and the pride of the cynic* 
When he had fafted fo long, that the 
powers of nature muft have been greatly 
depreiTed, and was afterward, expofed to a 
fevere temptation, he utters no repining ex* 
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preflion. It is incidentally and without 
the leaft complaint, when juftice feemedto 
require it, that he paints fo ftrongly the 
poverty and diftrefs of his external circum- 
ftances. The foxes have boles, and the 
birds of the air have nefts^ but the Son of man 
hath not where to lay his head. While he 
travels through Judea working the will of 
his Father, we hear no complaint of the ful- 
try fun by day, nor the unwholefome fogs 
by night, of the rough roads, or jfteep 
mountains, the rapid rivers, or dangerous 
lakes. In the execution of his office, 
though it was plain he was not infenfible 
of thofe hardfhips he was called to undergo,, 
yet we perceive no indication of peevifh- 
nefs or difcontent. He ufes no unbecom- 
ing fhifts to avoid adverfity, nor any un- 
worthy means to court profperity. On the 
other hand, he feems to confider all atten- 
tion to every human accommodation be- 
neath his notice, in as far as it would have 
taken up fo much of that precious time 
which was folely devoted to the eternal in- 
$erefts of mankind, .1 appeal to thofe who 
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know the world, whether this general man- 
ner of life, joined to that perpetual fenfe 

of divine things that was upon his mind, 
does not prove a general resignation of tem- 
per with more force, and With lefs fufpieion 
than a thoufand declarations could have 
done. But the occurrences of our Saviour's 
life were fo various, and fome of them of 
Tuch a particular nature, that in thefe the 
declarations of his refignation became per- 
fedlly natural and unfufpicious, and the 
exemplification -of it altogether proper 
and confpicuous. There cannot be a more 
appofite inftance to our prefent purpofc 
than that which is exhibited in the text. 
Under the deepeft agony of mind > and while 
he fuffers a fpecies of diftrefs which he 
had never before felt in fo great a degree, 
the powers of nature are ready to fail : he 
almoft recoils from the hour for which he 
had come into the world : he falls on his 
face, and prays that the cup might pafs from 
him : but though the conflict was terrible, 
and the profpecl: overwhelming, he irnme<- 
diately adds, NeverthelefS) nqt 0s I 



S E k M O N XVI. 161 

*w thou wilt, if this cup may not pafs' 
tiway except I drink it, thy will le done. 
My requeft is fervent^ be'caufe my fuffer- 
ing is extreme ; but my fenfe of refignation 
is ftill more powerful than my averfion to 
pain. Can language exprefs what he felt; 
or defcribe the fubmiflibn of his foul ? Let 
humanity here drop a tear, and the heart 
formed for the admiration of fufrering vir- 
tue revere his refignation. 

A very fhort time after he exhibits an~ 
other ftriking inftance of the fame temper. 
When the zeal of Peter induced him to 
draw his fword in his mafter's defence, and 
to fmite the fervant of the high-prieft; he 
defires him to put his fword up again into 
its place, arid in the ftrorigeft terms expref- 
fes his entire acquiefcence in the fufferings 
deftined for him by the counfels of the Al- 
mighty. The cup, fays he, that my Father 
has given me to drink, Jbali I not drink it? 
The evangelift Matthew likewife records 
another faying of his upon this occafion, 
which equally proves the calm refignation 

Vot. II. M 
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of his foul. Thinkejl thou that I cannot 
now pray to my Father, and he Jhall prefently 
glue me more than twelve legions of angels ? 
But then how Jhall the fcriptures be fulfilled^ 
that thus it mujt be ? The fame fpirit is 
alfo fhewn in that fevere reproof which 
our Saviour gave to Peter upon a former 
occafion. For when he foretold his fuffer- 
ings, this difciple faid to him, Be it far 
from thee, Lord; this Jhall not be unto thee. 
But inftead of approving an anfwer that 
in fome meafure difcovered affection, he 
iurned to him and faid, Get thee behind me, 
fatan, tbou art an offence unto me, for thoti 
favQureft not the things that be of God, but 
ihofe that be of men. And to mention only 
one other particular inftance which ac- 
companied the laft fcene of his life : A 
little after having borne with incredible, 
patience the tortures of his body and the, 
anguilh of his mind, he frill preferved the 
union betwixt foul and body : and it was 
not till he perceived all the counfels of God 
accomplifhed that he cried out, It is.finijh-. 

Matth, xxviii 53, 54, P Matth, xvi. 2z, 23; 
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and then bowed his head and refigned 
his foul into the hands of that God to whom 
he had commended iti 



$ Let lis corifider the fortitude which 
bur Saviour always difcovered under the 
preflure of the fevereft afflictions. Forti- 
tude is fo much allied to refignation^ that 
though perhaps we fometimes obferve the 
latter in people of a foft and tender caft$ 
who cannot properly be faid to poflefs the 
former ; yet the triumph and perfection of 
refignation always fuppofes an unfhaken 
fortitude and intrepidity of mind. AC A 
cordingly all the illustrations I, have ufed. 
upon the former topic of difcourfe might 
With propriety be produced as proofs of 
the fortitude of our Saviour's rnindi The 
coincidence of the fentiments of fortitude 
and refignation, with refpedT: to his charac- 
ter, appears the more unqueftionable from; 
this confideration^ that he was able to- 
have avoided the fufferings he endured by. 
an exertion Of that intrinfic power which 
was permanent in him ; and that the fols 

Ma 
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caufe of his fuffering the greateft load of 
calamities which ever fell to the lot of one 
man, arofe from his own native fuperiority 
of mind, and his unlimited fubmiffion to 
his Father's will. Thus he tells us himfelf. 
No man takeih my life from me ; I have 
power to lay it down, and I have power to 
take It again q : and he who could have 
obtained niore than twelve legions of angels 
from his father, was able to have ftruck 
dead with a word that armed, lawlefs mul- 
titude which came out of Jerufalem to ap- 
prehend him. The endurance therefore 
of calamities proves a degree of fortitude 
in our Saviour's mind, in fome meafure 
diffimi'lar, and in every refpedl: fuperior to 
that which was ever exhibited by any 
other perfon. And from what has now 
been remarked, it will appear how plain 
an example of this virtue is difcovered to 
us in the hiftory now before us. Forti- 
tude by rio means implies an infenfibility 
to the evils which befal us : on the other 
hand, wherever this infenfibility takes 

9 John x. 1 8. 
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place, the exercife of fortitude muft be en- 
tirely excluded. It is no lefs indifputable 
that the greater {hare of fenfibility we pof- 
fefs, the greater merit arifes from a conduct 
decent and proper under diftrefs and afflic- 
tion. Now it appears to me, that this paf- 
fage equally {hews the fenfibility of our 
Saviour's mind, the height of his diftrefs, 
and his resolution of enduring the utmoft 
extremity, rather than counteract the ends, 
or diminiih the dignity of his obedience. 

I fhall but juft mention two or three 
other inilances which {hew in a ftriking 
light the virtue now under our confidera- 
tion. Fortitude not only difcovers itfelf in 
the actual bearing of afHiflionSs but in the 
general turn of our behaviour to thofe who 
poffefs power and fuperior influence, and 
in whofe hands are the means of infiiiling 
punifliments, and taking vengeance for fup- 
pofed injuries. In this view the manner 
of our Saviour's behaviour to the fcribes 
and pharifees, who were the moil powerful 
and popular leaders of their time, anfl 
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whofe principal object was evidently the 
prefervation of their power, ftrongly indi- 
cates this difpofhion. Inftead of iblicit- 
ing their favour by direct praifes, or even 
by dubious filence ; there is no fet of men, 
againft whom he ufes the feverity of cen- 
fure with equal keennefs, Every reader 
tolerably acquainted with the hiftory of the 
gofpel will perceive the juftice of this re- 
mark. I fliall only appeal to the twelfth 
and twenty-third chapters of Matthew's 
gofpel, and th,e corresponding places in the 
other evangel ills. In the fame light we 

O ' O 

rnuft confider that fevere reply which our- 
Saviour gives to the pharifees, when certain 
of them came to him, and fai'd, Get ihee- 
out and depart hence, for Herod will kill tbee* 
Inftead of a foothing or an eyafive anfwer a 
which, considering the power and difpofi- 
tion of Herod, could not perhaps have been 
cenfured. Go ye, fays he, and; tell that fox y 
tybold I caft out devils to-day and to-morrow ' 3 
$nd the third day I Jhall be perfected r , 

r Luke xiii. 31, 32. 
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But there is nothing can fet this virtue 
of our Saviour in a ftronger point of view 
than his behaviour when the multitude, 
led on by Judas, came out armed with 
{"words and ftaves, and at a time of dark- 
nefs too^ which, as it is moft fuited tp 
the purpofes of malice and cruelty, is alfo 
moft apt to raife timidity, for they had 
brought with them, as the evangelift John. 
exprefly mentions, lanterns and torches. 
His conduct upon this occafion is through-- 
out fo noble and magnanimous, that I am 
fenfible all words are unequal to my con- 
ceptions of its greatnefs. When Judas 
approached and faid, Hall mafter, and kijjed 
him, he calmly replies, Friend, wherefore 
art thou come ? It was no wonder that all 
the effrontery of guilt was filenced by the 
fedate majefty and meeknefs of divine vir- 
tue. Accordingly we read of no anfwer 
made by his revolted difciple at that 
period, tho* as his beloved difciple tells us, 
he knew all things that Jhould come upon 
him, yet he Jlepped forth to the multitude* 
and faid, Whom feek ye ? When they re- 

M 4 
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plied, Jefus of Nazareth. He anfwers, I 
am he. As foon as be bad faid, I am be^ 
fays John, the multitude went backward^ 
and fell to the ground. The intrepidity of 
his reply appeared fo aftonrlhing, that the 
hearts of the cruel and mercilefs were al- 
moft changed : and had he been anxious 
to fave his life, no miracle wpuld have been 
neceflary to have diverted their, purpofe. 
-Then he a-fks them again, Whomfeekye? 
And when they faid, Jefus of Nazareth^ 
he anfwer.ed, I have told you that- I am 
be -, if therefore ye- feek me, let thefe go 
their way s , The brave, are ever merciful 
and compaffionate. And while Jefus him- 
felf meets fuffering with a daring and un- 
ihaken mind, he difcovers the moil ami- 
able attention to his followers, and that 
tqo in circurnitances in which even a great 
mind might have been properly cngrofied 
with its own concerns. It truly appears 
to me, that the mere fuperiority and in- 
trepidity of our Saviour's conduct would 
have naturally produced fuch an effecl: 
upon the multitude, as to have fent them 
5 John xviii. 4 6. 
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away without accomplishing their purpofe, 
had it not been for the zealous interpofi- 
tion of Peter, which gave them time to 
recover from their furprize, perhaps in- 
flamed them anew, and beftowed fufEcient 
courage to lead the unrefifting Jefus away. 
This difcourfe would admit of much prac- 
tical improvement, if I haft time to en- 
large upon it. But I mail contract what 
I have to fay into as narrow a compafs as 
poffible. 

In the firft place, my brethren, what 
think ye of Chrift f Do not the exalted vir- 
tues which he prac~tifed, mow that he is 
the Son of the living God ? Behold the 
admired wim of the heathen fulfilled : 
Virtue itfelf afiuming a human mape, and 
dwelling among men. This is the divi- 
nity fet up in our temples. To him bow 
your knees, and to him offer your hearts. 

2dly, From this particular delineation of 
fome of the virtues which were fo confpi- 
uous in the life of Chrift, let us learn 
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not only a general admiration of thefe vir- 
tues, but let us afpire after the practice 
of them in the. fimilar infiances of life and 
conduct in which the providence of God 
may place us. The refpecl: we pay to the 
qualities of the divine life, is by far of too 
general a nature. We too rarely defcend 
to particulars. Who is the man that pro- 
fits moft by this difcourfe ? He who goes 
away, applauding a devout temper ? Or 
he who forms the refolution of becoming 
more devout, and puts his refolutions into 
practice ? The latter alone is the profita- 
ble hearer. 
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JOHN xix. 30, 

Jefus therefore had received the vine-i 
he faid. It is finijhed: and he bowed 
his heady and gave up the ghoft. 

AMong the infinitely various characters 
of men, there are a few who are at-^ 
tentive to whatever feems to be ferioua 
and important ; there are many to whofe 
reafon we fpeak in vain, if we cannot in-- 
tereft their hearts ; there are fome of fo 
foft a mold, that whatever has the leaft 
degree of tendernefs melts and affedls them, 
while others can fee and hear what is quite 
overpowering to fuch, and ftill remain un^ 
moved. When we view men in a parti- 
cular light, the variety of their characters, 
propenfities, inclinations, and capacities is 
amazing. When we furvey them in a, 
different point of view, their refemblance 
is as evident and {hiking. Their refem* 
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blance conftfcs in their original powers 
and principles} their difference arifes from 
fituation, education, improvement, and a 
great number both of known and latent 
caufes. From their variety it happens, 
that different objects affect different men ; 
from their refemb lance it happens that 
fome things affect almoft all men, though 
in different degrees. 

The general propenfity of mankind to 
obferve and regard the laft words even of 
thofe who have been no way remarkable 
in life, cannot fail to be acknowledged ; 
but this propenfity particularly appears with 
regard to thofe who have acted a confpicu- 
ous part, or who are confidered by us as 
our friends and benefactors. The laft 
words of fuch imprefs the minds of moft 
men in the ftrongeft manner., and there is 
fcarcely one on whom they do not pro- 
duce fome effect. The words themfelves, 
the occafion on which they are fpoken, the 
circumftances with which they are attended, 
the confequences which follow, naturally 
7 
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excite fuch a variety of emotions, that fup- 
pofing a perfon to remain untouched by 
fome of them, yet he feels the force of 
others. The verfe now read, which con- 
tains the laft words of our Saviour, affords 
a variety of reflections, which muft prove 
interefting to every hearer. In treating of 
them I propofe, in the firft place, to confi- 
der the meaning and import of this expref- 
fion, It is fimjhed) which our Saviour ufed 
before he bowed his head, and gave up the 
ghoft. 2dly, 1 fliall confider the peculiar 
light in which this expreflion, with the 
confequence which immediately followed, 
difcovers our Saviour's character to us. 

In the firft place : By this expreffion, 
It is fimjbed^ we may underftand our Sa- 
viour as declaring that the great plan of 
divine providence, for which he was fent 
into the world, was accomplifhed. 

Thofe who live in the world propofe to 
themfelves various ends ; and we unavoid- 
ably confider thofe ends, as objects either 
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of praife, or of difapprobation. One aim 
at the gratification of his appetites, and 
the enjoyment of his pleafures. Another 
purfues riches, or makes ambition, and 
the love of power, the guide of his life* 
We cannot view thefe men in the fame 
light with thofe, who are fired with the 
love of virtue, of their country, of man- 
kind. We term fome ends, mean and 
unworthy, unworthy -of a rational crea- 
ture like man ; others laudable and becom- 
ing ; and fome truly great and heroic. It 
is farther to be obferved^ that we not only 
applaud the profecution of an end that is 
good, but if it be profecuted with a peculiar 
degree of fteadinefs, the more juftly and 
highly it obtains our approbation. It can 
fcarcely be faid of the worft, that they never 
purfued a good end j but how finifhed is 
that character, which never ftooped to any 
end that was mean and unworthy ! The 
eye of the generality of men is captivated 
by every glaring object. Objects of this 
kind fometimes even attract the heart, and 
divert the aim of the well-intentioned^ We 
7 
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can eafily apply to human, life the fable 
which reprefents one as obftru&ed in the 
profecution of a race, by meeting with gol- 
den apples which were induftrioufly thrown 
in the way. But amidft all the variety of 
poflible purfuits, it will be acknowledged, 
that none can be accounted fo truly great 
and heroic, or fo deferving of our utmoft 
fteadinefs, as promoting the glory of God, 
and fulfilling all the defigns of his provi- 
dence. That this was the end which our 
Saviour ever had in view; and that he 
purfued it with the moft unwearied fteadi- 
nefs and attention, is evident to every one 
who reads the gofpel. 

A little after his entrance upon his 
public miniftry, when his difciples afked 
him to take fome meat, to fupport him. 
under the fatigues which he had endured, 
he takes occafion to inform them, that -bis 
meat was to do the will of him that.fent bim 9 
and to ftnijh his work a ; and to the fame 
purpofe he declares in another place, / 
fame down from heaven not. to do my owit 

a John iv. 34. 
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will, but the will of him that fent me b ; 
Anxious to fulfil the great plan of provi- 
dence, he always difcovers that it was up- 
permoft in his thoughts. / mujl work the 
work of him that fent me, while it is day ; 
the night cometh when no man can work c . 
In that long prayer which he offers up 
to his Father a little before his crucifixion j 
recollecting what was already done, and 
confcieus of his fortitude to endure the lafl 
trial, he declares, I have glorified thee on 
earth^ I have finijhed the work which thou 
gavejl me to do d . When the zeal of one 
of his difcipies would have led him to op- 
pofe the unjuft violence that was offered 
to his Mafter, he admonifties him not to 
refift the will of his Father. The cup which 
my Father, fays he, hath given me, Jhall 1 
not drink it e ? If we attend to the actions 
of Jefus, we muft allow that they were 
Calculated for promoting the ends of di- 
vine providence, as far as we can conceive 
any coiirfe of life to be fo; 

b John vi. 38. c John ix. 4.. d John xvii. 4* 
* John xviii, n. 
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When we confider things in a very ge- 
neral view, it is true that every thing 
which happens may be faid to conftitute a 
part of the plan of divine providence* In 
this fenfe it is 3 that the wrath of man 
fraifeth God 9 and that he hath made all 
things for himfelf^ yetf, even the wicked for 
the day of evil. The natural courfe of things 
is nothing but certain difpofitions of his 
appointment 5 and under the plan of his 
adminiftration is comprehended both the 
conduct of the virtuous, and the behavi- 
our of the vicious. This we may call 
the natural plan of his providence. 

But when we attend to the moral per* 
fedions of the Almighty, the declarations 
he hath given in the conftitution of man, 
that he is the friend and patron of virtue 
and of virtuous men, the evidences he af- 
fords of his defire to promote the kingdom 
of righteoufnefs among men, we recognize 
another plan of a more particular nature, 
in which he feems to be more immediate- 
ly interefted. This we may cajl the mo- 

VOJL. II. N 
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ral plan of his providence. It is in this 
latter fenfe that the words now under 
confideration are to be underflood. The 
moft exalted piety, the moft extenfive be- 
nevolence, the greateft humility, the ut- 
xnoft meeknefs, patience, and refignation $ 
Lo ! thefe, and every other virtue (hone 
forth with the greateft luftre through the 
whole of the character of Jefus. The 
uniform piety and purity of his conduct 
give an irrefragable evidence to every de- 
claration that he made ; and force us, if 
We will not believe himfelf, at leaft to 
believe him for his works' fake. It is 
proper to be remarked, that the fcheme^ 
or plan of providence, and the view of 
accompliftiing it, were objects to the en- 
larged and comprehenfive mind of the Son 
of God, in a degree and manner different 
from- that in which they can be fuppofed 
to be objects to the wifeft and moft en- 
lightened of his followers. The whole 
fcheme was at once in his eye; the be- 
ginning, the progrefs, and the refult of it 
were fenfibly prefent to him. He difcern- 
ed the connectigns and dependencies, and 
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that infinite feries of events which it com- 
prehends. He faw the particular end s 
which every action of his life, and every 
inftance of his fuffering promoted as pre- 
cifely as one (killed in works of human 
art, can difcerri the particular tendency 
and purpofe of every part of any piece of 
workmanfhip that is prefented to him. 
Ever intent upon fulfilling that part which 
was allotted to him, jiift before he refign- 
ed his fpirit, he cried out, It is finijked. 
As it appears therefore, both from the con- 
duct and declarations of our Saviour, that 
the promoting the glory of God^ and the 
fulfilling the plan appointed by his provi- 
dence, was his conftant and invariable aim 
while he dwelt with mankind j it is ex- 
tremely reafonable to concludej that by 
the laft words he uttered he intended to 
iignify to the world, that this plan was 
now accompliftied ; that the intentions 
of divine providence, as far as they re- 
garded his miffion, his life, his fufFerings., 
his death, had their completion. The ge- 
neral ftrajn, and tenor of the paflage cort- 

N 2 



i.8o SERMON XVIL 

firms what has now been advanced. After 
this, Jefas knowing that all things wert 
now acco?nplijhed, that the fcriptures might 
lie fulfilled^ faith} I ihirft. Now there was 
fet a veffel full of vinegar, and they filled 
a fpunge with vinegar, and put it upon 
tyjjfipi and put it to his mouth. When Je- 
fus therefore had received the vinegar, he 
faid, It is finished: and he bowed his head y 
and gave up the ghoft*. But though this is 
the moft general fenfe in which we are to 
understand thefe words, and though we 
cannot ailign any other that is not com- 
prehended in the explication now given, 
yet they very rationally admit of a more 
particular and confined interpretation. 
Let us therefore confider the more parti- 
cular parts of this great and exteniive plan, 
which our Saviour might have had in 
view when he expreffed himfelf in this 
manner. 

I would obferve then, in the fecond 
place, that we may confider thefe words 

f John xix. 28, 29, 30. 
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as a declaration from our Saviour, that 
his fufferings were now ended. As endued 
with the feelings of human nature, fuch. 
a long and continued courfe of fufferings, 
fuch an uninterrupted feries of the fevere*ft 
affliction, could not fail to affe6t his fpirit 
in the moft fenfible manner. -And the 
confcioufnefs that now the meafure of 
his forrows was full, joined to the fore- 
fight of his fpeedy deliverance from them, 
made him cry out in thefe memorable 
words, It is finljhed. Thofe confolations^ 
which even the indulgent Father of mercy 
had by an extraordinary difpenfation of 
providence withdrawn from his own 
blamelefs Son, were now in fome mea- 
fure reflored. ffe commends his fpirit 
into his hands. He faw.the concluding 
fcene of that wretchednefs to which he 
had voluntarily fubmitted, the bitter and 
the baleful cup of grief he had drained to 
the very dregs, Still his unfiiaken foul 
with aftonifhing patience bore every (hock, 
and encountered every foe ; and not all 
the extremity of pain and ignominy en- 

N 3 
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gaged him to quit the body till he had 
experienced the laft indignity which it 
'^tvas decreed for l)im to endure. But when 
he received the vinegar, he declared that 
all his forrows were now accomplished, 
and by one voluntary effort he reilgned 
that facred fpirit which had exhibited fuch 
miraculous inftances of every human and 
divine virtue. 

In the third place : We may confider 
thefe words as a declaration that the or 
fences of men were now expiated, and 
that the juftice of God was fully fatisfied. 
This explication is perfectly agreeable to 
what has been advanced in the preceding 
part of this difcourfe ; and in this light 
they have commonly been confidered, 

There is nothing more plainly afTerted 
Tn fcripture, than that Chrift Jefus fuf- 
fered in our room and ftead, the jujl for 
the unjuft ; that he gave his life a ranfom 
for many ; that we receive atonement by 
him, Men who have confidered the di? 
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vine perfections in a particular view, have 
raife'd many objections againft this doc- 
trine : but I know of no method by which 
we can become acquainted with the nature 
and attributes of the Supreme Being, but 
by a ferious and humble attention to the 
works of God, to the ufual method of ad- 
mi niftration, as it is difcovered in the go- 
vernment of the world, and to the reve- 
lation which in his mercy he hath vouch- 
fafed to difpenfe to mankind. If we atr 
tend to the method of God's government 
of the world, we meet with many in- 
fiances where fome are involved in punifhr 
ment for the faults and crimes of others. 
The deliverance from calamities that were 
deferved, and ready to be executed, is 
often procured by the aid of others whq 
bear a fhare of thefe calamities though, 
they had no hand in the guilt that oc- 
caiioned them. Inftances of thefe, and 
fuch like difpenfations of providence, ren- 
der the doctrines of the atonement and 
fatisfa&ion of Jefus, as they are revealed 
in fcripture, very credible to men of 



1 84 SERMON XVII 

Attentive and humble difpofition of mind. 
We can never, my brethren, think with 
too much reverence, and judge with too 
much caution upon fubje&s of this nature;, 
and nothing can be more abfurd than that 
a creature like man, inftead of attending 
to fails and obfervations in order to form 
his opinions, {hould rely upon the, com- 
binations of his own imagination, and 
adopt thefe as the dictates of reafon and 
of truth. I have no intention of enter- 
Ing upon a full difcufiion of thefe fubjedts. 
To the obfervations now made, and the 
texts of fcripture already produced, I fhall 
only add the following. 

The apoftles declare in their epiftles, 
that while we were yet finners^ Chrijl died 
for us s , and that we are reconciled to God 
by the death of his Son h j Chrift is the pro- 
pitiation, not for our Jins only, but for~ the 
fins of the whole world 1 . Can it be ex- 
prefled more clearly that the great pur<- 
pole of the death of Chrift was to expiate 

5 Rom. v. 8. h Rom. v. 10, * John ii, 3, 
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our offences, and to reconcile the Almigh- 
ty to us his offending creatures ? When- 
ever we .attempt to explain things of this 
kind too particularly, we are in very great 
danger of running into error, by reckon- 
ing the objects, the manner, the ends, and 
the means of the divine government too 
much alike to thofe of human governments, 
though there certainly is an infinite differ- 
ence. By aflifting the imagination to 
form, diftincl: conceptions of the counfels 
and defigns of Omnipotence, we are apt 
to confound the conceptions that are fuit- 
aljle to the Supreme Being, with thofe 
which man may be fuppofed to entertain 
in fimilar circumftances. Unguarded ex- 
preilions have been ufed, as if the Divini- 
ty could be capable of revenge, implaca- 
bility, weaknefs ; all which are certainly 
far removed from him, and which it never 
was the deiign of thofe very men, who 
iifed the expreflions, to afcribe to him. 
But to all my ideas of goodnefs, of juftice, 
of mercy, it appears nowife contradictory 
Jo fay, that in that great and extenuve 

4- 
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fcheme of divine providence which is car- 
rying on in the world, and of which the 
wifeft of the fons of men fees but a very 
fmall part, it became fit and neceflary, 
perhaps unavoidable, that an extraordinary 
degree of fufFering fhould befall an inno- 
cent perfon, who, by his voluntary fub- 
mifllon to it, fhould rectify a number of 
thofe diforders which were introduced into 
the world, and by conciliating the Supreme 
Being fhould thus prevent its final de- 
Ihru&ion. 

* 

As therefore, my brethren, the expiation 
of fin, and the reconciliation of men to an 
offended God, were the principal parts of 
that plan which our Saviour was to exe- 
cute upon earth j and as the afTurance of 
the completion of it could not fail to af- 
ford the higheft comfort and joy to his 
followers ; he, agreeably to the general 
benevolence of his nature, and the atten- 
tion he ever paid to the great ends of his 
million, regardlefs of the pain and anguifh 
he endured, and folely intent upon what 
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was great and becoming, juft before he 
refigned his foul, proclaimed aloud, It .is 
f,nijbed. 

Having thus taken notice of the diffe- 
rent explications of which thefe laft words 
of our Saviour are capable, let us confider 
the peculiar light in which this difcovers 
Jiis character to us. 

What has been now faid, may (erve to 
give us a view of the death of Chrift fome- 
what different from that in which it is 
commonly corifidered, but not lefs inte- 
refting. According to the general confti- 
tution of the human frame, and the connec- 
tion between the foul and the body, it is 
impoffible, by any mere effort of our own, 
and without fome violence, to feparate- the 
one from the other. There is alfo a cer- 
tain degree of pain and fuffering which 
unavoidably produces this dirTolution, and 
which no inclination nor defire of the in- 
dividual can prevent. Thefe are eftablifh- 
ed laws, to which in general all the fons of 
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Adam muft bow. But with refpe& to our 
Saviour, it does not appear that they took 
place. He had that power over the con- 
neclion which fubfifted between his foul 
and his body, that at any period he could 
have difiblved it, without the intervention 
of any ordinary means. On the other 
hand, he could have prevented any of the 
ordinary means which take away life from 
being ufed againft him; or when they 
were ufed, he could have been above their 
efficacy. The magnanimity then of our 
Saviour's life and death appears in this, 
that as long as the purpofes of divine pro- 
vidence required it, he endured the mofi- 
excruciating and intolerable pains, though 
it was in his power to quit that veil of hu- 
manity which fubje&ed him to them ; and 
that as foon as the moment was come, 
when the will of heaven was fulfilled, he at 
once diflblved that connection which, ac- 
cording to the counfels of that will, and 
on account of a moft generous love for a 
periming world, he had fo long preferved. 
Thus he fpeaks always of laying down hie 
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own life; and exprefly fays, No man taketh 
my life from me, but I lay it doiun^ and I 
pave power to take it again 



,k 





The Jews fent out an armed force againft 
him, and affaulted him as a common male* 
faclor. He could have refcued himfelf 
by his own power, or cabled for legions of 
angels, who at his command would have 
immediately delivered him. But as a lamb 
is led to the Jlaughter, and as a Jbcep be- 
fore her Jhearers is dumb.) fe opened be not 
bis mouth 1 . Patiently did he bear every 
contumely, indignity, and torment, till the 
whole will of God, and all the defigns of 
his miraculous difpenfation were accom- 
plifhed. Then by a like voluntary at 
which had occafioned his affumption of the 
human frame, he greatly refigned it. It has 
been juftly obferved, that the words which 
we tranflate be gave up the gkofl, would be 
more properly and literally tranflated, be 
refgned) or he difmij/ed bis fpirit. And it 
is remarkable, that when the centurion 

fc John x. 1 8, Uf. liii. 7. 
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heard him cry out with a loud voice before; 
this happened, and obferved that the force 
of his natural vigour was not abated, he 
immediately concluded that there was fome- 
thing miraculous in the manner of his 
death. For, (faith the evangelift Mark) 
when the centurion which flood over agalnjl 
him, faw that he fo cried out y and gave up 
the ghoft, he faid. Truly this ?nan was 
the Son ofGod m . 

It is impoffible to difcover the conduct 
and character of Chrift in a more intereft- 
ing point of view, than that in which this 
exhibits him to us. In how faint a light 
does the virtue of patriots and heroes, of 
all the juft, and good, and great appear, 
when contrafted with the virtue and mag- 
nanimity of Jems ! By an election properly 
his own, he fubmitted to mifery. Though 
fenflble of all its feverity, and able to avoid 
its ftroke, yet he never fhrunk from the 
combat, or rejected the bittereft draught 
that was prefented to him. The Jews went 

111 Mark xv, 39. 



SERMON XVII. 191 

out againft him with fwords and fraves, as 
againft a murderer : the apparatus of his 
death, and the circumftances which at- 
tended his execution, were difpiriting and 
fhocking; fuch as would have difarmed 
mere humanity of its fortitude. The ex- 
tenfion of his body, the piercing of his 
hands and feet, the cruel and unrelenting 
malice of his enemies, doubtlefs produced 
a degree of pain that was excruciating. But 
with what meeknefs, compofure and re- 
fignation does he bear it, though we can- 
not doubt but he might have avoided it ! 
Could not he have quitted that manfion in 
which his fpotlefs foul was lodged, and 
would not heaven have immediately opened 
to receive its priitine, immaculate inha- 
bitant ? If he required it, would not the 
earth have heard the voice of its former 
Matter,, and fwallowed up his mercilefs 
tormentors ? The fage of antient Greece 
would not violate the law of his country, 
nor defert the prifon where he was con- 
fined : a ftriking, but unequal reprefenta- 
tion of the magnanimity of our Saviour, 
4 
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He knew that the operation of poifon would 
foon terminate a life that had been devoted 
to the fervice of his fellow-citizens ; and 
rather than tranfgrefs the laws, under 
whofe influence he had afced fuch a diftin- 
guifhed part, he fubmkted to death ; and 
with true intrepidity met his fate* But 
our Saviour, unreftrained by any law, un- 
fubje&ed to any neceffity, fuffered a thou- , 
fand pangs, and though defpifed and in- 
fulted by a whole nation, deferted by his 
own difciples, deprived of every thing, to 
all human appearance, that can difarm death 
of its terrors, yet ftill refufed to quit the 
prifon in which his celeftial fpirit was 
lodged, 'till the whole purpofes of heaven 
were fulfilled. <c Yes," fays a writer whofe 
faith is not ftable, but whofe heart is open 
to the fentiments of greatnefs, of worth, 
and of humanity, when he considers mere- 
ly the external circumftances which attend- 
ed the death of the Athenian, and of our 
Saviour, " if the life and death of Socrates 
*' are thofe of a fage, the life and deatk 
** of Jafus are thofe of a God." 
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" No perfon," fays the antient maxim, 
" can be called great or happy before his 
" death." It is this which crowns the 
moft illuftrious life, and fets the feal upon 
the faireft character. Eftimate our Sa- 
viour's chara&er by this rule. To depart 
out of life with proteftations of injured in- 
nocence, gives no unfavourable impref- 
fion i but to fufFer the life and actions to 
fpeak for themfelves, and to remain un- 
ihaken under a load of infamy and inju- 
tice, as confcious of fuperior dignity, af- 
fords fen fations far more pleafing and 
powerful. To forgive one's accufers, to 
pardon the moft undeferved ill-treatment, 
is truly great j but to return condefcen- 
fion for malice, to fhow the moft gene- 
rous piety, and to pour forth the moft fer- 
vent prayers for one's bittereft foes, is a 
pitch of glory that is tranfcendent. To be 
folicitous about one's future ftate, and to 
fupport one's mind under unjuft fufferings 
with the profpe<5l of after-felicity, is be- 
coming and manly; but to be folely in- 
tent at the hour of death, upon the execu- 

VOL, IJ. O 
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tion of a plan undertaken to promote the 
welfare and happinefs of others, is truly 
divine. That the foul upon the immediate 
profpect of its feparation from the body, 
ihould hefitate and flutter, and leave its 
ancient receptacle with fome reluctance, is 
natural to humanity ; but to difcoyer the 
precife moment, when the purpofes of 
heaven are accomplifhed, to make a volun- 
tary refignation of the foul, to quit the 
body by a proper exertion of inherent 
power, are actions becoming a Deity, 
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ISAIAH liii. 3. 

He is defpifed and rejefied of men,, a man of 
forrows^ and acquainted with grief. 

O U all know that thefe words are a 
part of a moft remarkable and pre- 
cife prediction of the character of our Sa- 
viour, whofe death many among you de- 
fign to commemorate this day, by partaking 
of that facrament which he infHtuted for 
that very purpofe. 

I need not tell you that you ought to be 
inflamed with the higheft love and grati- 
tude to your Matter, and affected with the 
deepeft forrow for your fins, on fo folemn 
an occafion. Not to raife in you thefe dif-^ 
portions, for I am perfuaded you feel them 
already, but to ch'erifh, to improve, and to 
exalt them, I fhali at this time relate fame 

Q 2 
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of the chief fufferings our Saviour endured, 
which plainly point him out as a man of 
farrows, and acquainted with grief. And, 
O blefied Jefus, I humbly implore thy af- 
fiance to enable me to fpeak on this affecl:- 
ing fubjecl:, with that fervour which is be- 
coming thy votary, and that divine energy 
which may touch the hearts of thy difciples. 

Before we introduce the fufferings of our 
Saviour, let us juft take notice of the pri- 
meval, and fallen ftate of the human race, 

Man came out of the hands of his power- 
ful and beneficent Creator, an innocent and 
upright being, feeling no difquiets within, 
and expofed to no tempefts without, enjoy- 
ing full means of immediately gratifying 
every defire, and entirely happy in the fen- 
fible friendfhip of the univerfal Parent of 
heaven and earth. With the moft unbound- 
ed fcope to fatisfy every want, and liberty 
to range in a paradife of delights, there was 
impofed but one fmgle prohibition, as the 
mark of his dependance, and the tefl of his 
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obedience. This prohibition, however, 
man disregarded, and defiring to be equal 
to God, fell below the true dignity of a 
man, loft the favour of his Maker, his in- 
ward peace and tranquillity, and introduced 
into the world fin, and difeafes, and pain, 
and death. The race indeed increafed ; 
but ignorance, violence, oppreflion, and 
every kind of iniquity increafed with them ; 
and the calamities which were at firir. con- 
fined to two, extended to millions, and in- 
volved the numberlefs pofterity of the apof- 
tate pair. To this deplorable condition, 
confifting in the lofs of innocence, the con- 
fcioufnefs of guilt, the dread of mifery, and 
the train of tormenting thoughts, which 
muft accompany thefe, was man funk. 

A human eye might have pitied his fel- 
low-mortals : but no human hand could 
have helped them. This tafk was even too 
arduous for any of thofe exalted orders of 
beings which continually furround the 
throne of God, and fing his praifes. But 
it was referved for one who was fully able 

03 
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to execute it : and while angels faw and 
compaffionated fallen man, in the affembly 
of heaven the Son of God declares his 
merciful intention of fubje&ing himfelf to 
their ftate, in order to be the author of their 
falvation. His Father approves, and to pre- 
paring the way for his appearance, the mi- 
niftry of angels, and the fchemes of man 
are made fubfervient. 

At length the appointed period for that 
wonderful event which prophets foretold, 
and for which martyrs bled, arrives. The 
eternal Son of God, the brightness of his 
Fathers glory ^ and the exprefs image of his 
perfon, by whom the heavens and the earth 
were made, condefcended to appear among 
mankind. He put off the effulgence of 
divine glory, and was cloathed with 'the 
robe of humanity. Where fhall I look for 
this divine perfon ? Is he born in a palace ? 
or does he make his appearance with the 
pomp and fplendour which the misjudging 
world reckon the companions of greatnefs I 
Behold he comes 3 the Saviour comes ; but 

7 
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it is in a mean and humble condition. He 
left the joys of heaven, the bofom of his Far 
ther, that feat of ferene and unmixed hap- 
pinefs, the veneration of angels^ and for 
thee, O man, he enters into the ftate of 
wretchednefs. A ftable is his birth-place, 
and a manger is his cradle. How extraor- 
dinary was this change ? From living with 
cherubs and with feraphs;, yea, from being 
their fuperibr, he becomes an inhabitant , 
of the fame manfion, with the beafts of the 
field. O Jefus, in this humble condition, 
when tender and innocent upon the knees 
of thy mother, fhe beheld thee with divine 
complacence, who could difcern the Son 
of the Almighty, and the Saviour of the 
world ? None but heaven-directed minds. 
And they difcern him. Lo angels acknow- 
ledge thee, and at thy birth proclaim peace 
on earth, and good-will to men a . Some of 
the wife and worthy confefs thee as the 
falvation of the Lord, the glory and the 
king of Ifrael b . 

4 

* Luke ii. 14. f> Verfes 30. 32^ 
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But this very confeflion becomes to Jefus 
a fource of forrow, and draws upon him 
the hatred and refentment of a powerful 
tyrant. To efcape the fatal effects of thefe, 
it is neceflary to convey him into a foreign 
land, and in thofe tender years which fel- 
dom raife envy, my Redeemer is forced 
Into exile, and expofed to all the hard- 
fhips that attend it. He is again brought 
into his own country, lives in fubjeclion to 
his parents, enduring hard labour, and all 
the inconveniencies of a mean condition. 

But now the fcene opens. He prepares 
to execute the work for which he appeared 
among men. The world confiders him as 
nothing elfe than the carpenter's fon : but 
his forerunner, that powerful preacher of 
righteoufnefs, declares his dignity. Yea, 
the declaration of heaven itfelf is given in 
his favour. That awful voice, which the 
dead fhall hear and obey, the voice of the 
Almighty, pronounces him his beloved Son 
m whom he is well pleafed. Could he have 
been ufliered into the world in a way more 
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ready to conciliate the love and approba- 
tion of mankind, to make the good to re- 
vere him, and the wicked to dread him ? 
Thus one would judge. But attend to 
the hiftory. 

The apoftate angel, the king of darknefs, 
the patron and head of the wicked, always 
watchful agamft the firft appearance of any 
thing that is good, and ever defirous to fe- 
duce from righteoufnefs,, has power allowed 
him to tempt him. He ufes his moft pre- 
vailing arts. But neither hunger the moft 
extreme, nor the offer of earthly power 
and fplendour, could draw him from the di- 
rect path of integrity. Secure on every fide, 
a fuit urged with a religious appearance 
could not deceive him. At laft baiHed, as 
when he fell from heaven, he leaves the 
Son of God, and angels receive him. 

Our Saviour now enters upon his public 
miniftry : and what aftonifhing fats are 
we prefented with ! Behold and wonder, 
the moft fmgular predictions of the pro- 



202 SERMON XVIIfc 

phets are fulfilled ! The eyes of the blind 
are opened j and the ears of the deaf un- 
ftopped, ^the lame leap like the hart, the 
dumb fmg for joy, and the inhabitant of 
the filent tomb is reftored to life. Surely 
thefe wonderful afo of love and kindnefs 
procured him fuch approbation, that he 
could want neither the neceflaries, nor th 
conveniencies of life. Whofe door would 
not have been open for the reception of fo 
honourable a gueft ? Who that had two 
garments would not have beftowed one 
upon him ? Or who would not have fhared 
with him the very laft morfel ? But the cafe 
was far otherwife. I am covered with 
fhame, when I reflect upon the ingratitude 
and inhumanity of the Jews, and hear my 
Saviour thus fpeaking of his own condition, 
The foxes have holes , and the birds of the aiir 
have tie/Is^ but the Son of man hath not ^uhere 
to lay his hcad c . The rains did not fooner 
defcend, the winds did not fooner blow, 
and the tempefts did not fooner roar, than 
he, without aid, without flicker, felt all 

c Matth. viii. 20.. 
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their force. Shrinkeft thou, O ehriftian, 
at the relation of thofe hardfhips ? Let thy 
tears flow in admiration of that patience 
and fortitude which never fhrunk from the 
feeling of them* 

But I come to tell you of forrows which 
pierced thy Redeemer much deeper. Thofe 
I am to mention, tho" to him unfpeakably 
great, yet unlefs thy foul feel fomething of 
that benevolence which actuated him, will 
not perhaps ftrike thee much. Yet hear 
and conlider them. I mean then the forrows 
and grief which Jefus felt in being defpifed, 
rejected, hated by fuch numbers of his 
countrymen. O the diftorted eye of ma- 
lice, what will it not fee ? Does our 
Saviour keep company with jinners, in 
order to reform -them ? Then is he called 
their friend. Does he wear no forbidding 
or auftere appearance, but partake inno- 
cently and chearfully of the gifts of pro- 
vidence ? Then he is a glutton and a wine* 
bibber d . Does he perform miraculous 

d Matth. xi. 19. 
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cures, in order to beftow health, in order to 
fpread happinefs and joy; and does his de- 
fire to be the author of thefe prevent him 
from obferving rites that were merely ce- 
remonial, inftitutions that were merely po- 
fitive, and never defigned to preclude fuch 
beneficent works ? Then is he a difrefpec- 
ter of their laws, a contemner of their law- 
giver. Yea, do the devils obey his word, 
and leave thofe who were poffeffed by them ? 
He effects this by a combination with their 
prince; and works of piety, juftice, and 
charity, are the foundation on which the 
kingdom of Satan is reared e . Do you fay, 
were undeferved hatred and reproaches, 
which many men have borne bravely, fo 
difficult to be fupported by Jefus, when he 
had the inward teftimony that there was no 
guile in him, and when unfpotted innocence 
and integrity were his robe, and his dia- 
dem ? Miftake me not. The pain and 
forrow which Jefus felt, did not proceed 
from the reproaches which were thrown 
upon him : but from this caufe they pro- 
ceeded, from knowing the difpofitions 
e Matth. ix. 34. 
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which prevailed in thofe who reproached 
him. How are we fhocked, and what pain 
do we feel when we fee our fellow-creature 
in the laft ftage of a loathfome diftemper ? 
But could mental difeafes, the difeafes of 
malice, of hatred, of envy, of obftinacy be 
exhibited to our fenfes, how much greater 
anguifh would a generous mind feel for 
the miferable fufFerer ? By looking for- 
ward, and confidering the end, how would 
the anguifh be increafed ? Now to the pe- 
netrating eye of Jefus, thofe difeafes ap- 
peared in their blackeft deformity : and the 
unhappy wretches who were infefled with 
them he beheld ignorant and blind, ready 
to fall into that miferable ftate, where is 
weeping and wailing^ and gnajhmg of teeth^ 
where their worm dietb not, and their fire 
jhall not le quenched. Ye benevolent minds, 
figure to yourfelves what the benevolent 
mind of Jefus endured, when to the in- 
habitants of Chorazin, Bethfaida, proud 
Capernaum, and Jerufalem itfelf, he, fore- 
feeing the final day of retribution, pronoun- 
ced woes, the very thought of which muft 
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chill the warmeft blood, and to avoid which 
they will but in vain call upon the moun- 
tains and hills to cover them for ever. Be- 
hold him then defpifed and rejected of men, 
and overwhelmed with grief, not on his 
own account, but on account of the very 
iinners who defpifed hirru Jerufalem, 
Jerufalem^ how often would I have gathered 
thy children together , even as a hen gathereth 
her chickens under her wings^ and ye would 
not / 

But the meafure of his forrows is not 
yet full. And before I could relate all 
that even man can declare, the fhades of 
night would cover the earth; for from the 
cradle to the grave, his life was one un- 
interrupted fcene of the deepeft affliction. 
Let us only then, in order to raife the 
higheft emotions of love and gratitude, 
view him in the laft period of it. 

Attended by his favourite difciple and 
Peter and James, he withdraws into the 
garden. In this folitude, removed from his 
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enemies, can fo innocent a mind fufFer 
diftrefs ? But what an aftonifhing fpec- 
tacle ! He is in an agony. He fweats 
drops of blood : and his own words, who 
never uttered a complaint but when the 
caufe was infupportable, are, My foul is 
exceeding forrowful^ even unto death f . He 
alks the aid of his friends, and entreats 
them to watch with him till that hour of 
extremity fhould be over : but the wake- 
ful eye of friendfhip is foon fealed at this 
time , and alone, unfupported and unpiti- 
ed, he endures the dreadful anguifh. The 
united force of the powers of darknefs, 
combined with the malice of all man- 
kind, could not have filled him w\th fuch 
anguifh. It is an invifible, but an infi- 
nitely powerful hand that afflicts him. 
The cup of his Father's wrath is now 
prefented to him, and that vengeance 
which would have crufhed a guilty world, 
is now directed againft this innocent and 
holy one. For the iniquities of man, 
from the eating of that fruit which intro- 
duced all our woe, tilHhe confummation of 
f Matth.xxvi, 38. 
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the world, the punifhment was now in- 
flicting upon him. I adore, O adore with 
me, that infinite love of Jefus, that entire 
fubmiffion to the divine will which makes 
him fay, Tho' the potion be bitter, yet 
for man I can drink it- s not my will, Fa- 
ther, but thine be done. Yet, all ye fons 
of calamity, ye children of affliction, I ap- 
peal to you, if ever ye felt, or if there ever 
was forrow, like unto that forrow where- 
with the Lord in his fierce anger afflicted 
the Saviour of the world. 

This fcene is not over when his un- 
grateful difciple comes to betray him. Thy 
Matter, Judas, thy loving Matter, thou be- 
trayeft with a kifs. This token of love 
that traitor makes the fignal for feizing 
upon his Lord. Unhappieft of mortals ! 
In thy hearing the purett, the moft fub- 
lime and elevated doctrines were taught, 

O * 

the mott pathetic exhortations delivered, 
and the wifdom of divinity itfelf difplayed : 
but all. without effect upon a heart which 
was harder than the rock. Yet know, that 
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vengeance purfues iniquity. And deliver 
us, O juft heaven, from ever feeling any 
degree of that remorfe which haftened the 
exit of this wretched man. The fpotlefs 
Son of God now a lawlefs, armed mul- 
titude drag away, and pour on him all 
manner of indignities. How meekly is 
he led along, though legions of angels 
would have appeared at his word to ref-?- 
cue him ? How tamely does he bear the 
reproaches which malice invents, and fpite 
utters ? Harmlefs and innocent,, like a 
lamb to the Slaughter, is h& led, and his 
mouth is not opened againft his moft in- 
veterate foes. The Shepherd is now /mitten, 
andtbejkeep are fcattered%. His difeipleSj 
whom he had treated as his moft familiar 
friends, who had been the companions of 
many of his former woes, now defert him. 
In his fufferings he did not behold the 
alleviating tear of fympathy med upon his 
account. One difciple indeed^ more zeal- 
ous than the reft, who had greatly refolved 
Vol. II. P 

Zech xiii. * 
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rather to die with his Mafter, than forfake 
or deny him, mingles among the croud. 
But how weak is human refolution ! In 
the very prefence of his Lord, thrice he 
denies him with oaths. Yet {truck by 
his eye, which looks on me, on ail, he re- 
pents, weeps bitterly j and He, who never 
knew what it was to refufe pardon, for- 
gives him. 

In the mean time, to all the infults of 
a tumultuous rabble, to the derifion, of the 
very loweft of the people is Jefus expofed. 
They mock him : they fmite him : they 
ilrike him on the face. His vifage was 
more marred than any man, and hh form 
more than the fans of men h . How was 
the priefthood degraded on that day, when 
Caiaphas joined with the people in fuch 
unjuft, fuch barbarous treatment of the 
Lord of glory I 

He is now hurried before Pilate's tri- 
bunal. Pilate fees no fault in him ; but 

b Ifaiah lii. 14.. 
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his enemies cry, Crucify him. Let never 
a judge deliver an innocent perfon to ap- 
peafe a multitude, or to preferve his own 
power. Let the laws ever be, as they 
ought to be, the guardians and avengers 
of the righteous caufe - 3 and let their pu~ 
nimment never fall but on the guilty head. 
How different was the cafe at this time ? 
That integrity and impartiality, which 
ought to be dearer to a judge than his life, 
is laid afide by Pilate. But his confcience 
fmites him : he calls for water *. Alas 
Pilate ! water could not clean fe from the 
ftain which this heinous crime infixed. The 
multitude^ whofe rage had pufhed them 
not only to devote themfelves, but as far as 
they could, their children to definition, 
having now the fan&ion of the high-prieft, 
and the licence of the governor, drag my 
Saviour, and my King, to execution. 

Thofe hands which had wrought fo 
many miraculous cures, are bound like 
the' hands of a common malefactor. The 

P 2 
Matth. xxvii. 24. 
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head which deferved to wear a crown of 
glory, and which now wears it, as a mark 
of their contempt, they crown with thorns. 
Happy woman ! thou who pouredft a box 
of precious ointment on this facred head, 
fhalt ever be mentioned with honour, and 
this fhall ever be recorded as a memorial 
of thy name 3 while the crucifiers of the 
Lord of life fhall be confidered from ge- 
neration to generation, as obje&s of the 
higheft abhorrence. They renew their 
former infults. Having clothed him with 
the mock enfigns of royalty, they bend 
the knee before him, faying, Hail King of 
the. Jews k . They fpit upon him, and take 
the reed which they had put in his hand, 
and finite him on the head. Then be gave 
bis back to the falters, and Ms cheek to them 
that pulled off the hair ; he did not hide his 
face from Jhame and fpittmg 1 . 

At laft with relentlefs hearts they bring 
him to Calvary. But who is able to re- 

* Matth. xxvii, 29* * If. 1. 6. 
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late what pafled at Calvary ? A crofs is 
ereted, a punifhment for the moft atroci- 
ous criminals, and criminals of the loweft 
rank, remarkable too for the exquifite pain 
it infli&ed, and for its long continuance. 
Here they fix the innocent Jefus between 
two men who were to receive the due re- 
ward of their deeds. Now his lovers and 
his friends Jfand aloof, his kinfmen Jland 
afar off" 1 , and there is none near to help. 
Is not the hatred of his enemies now fa- 
tiated ? Sufpended between heaven and 
earth, ready to die, and yet patient under 
the calamity, is he yet an object of deri- 
fion ? When the golden lowl is breaking, 
and the Jilver cord is looling, is this a fea- 
fon for infult ? Cruelty, be thou ever my 
abhorrence, and with thy ions let my foul 
never partake ! In this very extremity they 
mock and revile him. O all ye that pafs 
by ! here humanity calls for your pity. 
Here ye may flied the generous tear ; and 
the world will applaud it. But paflengers 

.PS 
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join with his .crucifiers and deride him. 
He is thirfty, and the foldiers prefent him 
with vinegar. His fide they pierce with 
a fpear: the very parting of foul and hody 
they endeavour to render more infupport* 
able than it generally is. Yet what a be- 
nign and merciful look was that, and what 
an earneft petition to his Father? Surely 
a prayer for his deliverance. * No. O ini-. 
mitable love ! O divine charity ! It is a 
prayer for his crucifiers. And now his 
foul is fo overcaft; his profpect of the end 
of impenitent fmners fo linking, his con- 
cern for them fo great, his love of man- 
kind fo infinite, and his Father's wrath 
fo totally overwhelming, that it is impoffi- 
ble to exprefs his condition. Can the Fa- 
ther of goodnefs withdraw his aid from his 
own immaculate Son ? Can mercy fhut its. 
ear againir the cry of innocence ? To pro- 
claim to the world his abhorrence of man's 
tranfgreffions, he can ; and the words of 
Jefus are, My G^d, ?ny GW, why loft thgts 
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forfaken me*? This total ^efertion he could 
not fupport ; and now one dying prayer, 
and one laft groan, and the fountain of life 
fails, and the Son of God expires. That 
expiring groan, hear it, O ye heavens ! 
and be aftonifhed, O earth ! Lo all nature 
hears 'it, and bears teftimony to thy digni- 
ty. The fun withdraws his light, terrified 
at what unrelenting man performed. The 
vail of the temple is rent, the earth -quakes, 
the rocks are rent. His very enemies now 
declare him innocent. Behold your Sa- 
viour- now with his head dependent, his 
eyes clofed in darknefs, and his body ftifr 
and cold. Could you fee your enemy, O 
chriftian, endure fuch affliction as this 
man of for-rows enduredj, and not weep 
for him ? But confider that he was your 
firmed friend, your moft bountiful bene- 
fe&or, ever true to your interefts, ever 
anxious for your falvation, and that in 
order to promote it even death was wel- 
come to him. that my head were waters? 

?4 
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jmdmine eybs a fountain of tears ^ that I might 
weep day and nigh! Here admiration, gra- 
titude, love and fympathy prompt our tears, 
flere the dauntlefs hero fhould weep and 
not be afhamed. This day Jefus looks 
from heaven, and fees how we are affecl:- 
ed. He approves of our forrow: but kind 
and Beneficent as ever, he would alleviate 
our grief on his account, and defires us to 
turn it into a mean of pur imprpvement. 
He feems to fay. Why mourn ye for the 
Jiving as if he were dead ? Behold I am 
alive, and live for evermore. But as he 
addrefled the daughters of Jerufalem of 
old, he adds, Weep not for we, chriftians, 
l>ut weep for yourfelves, for I was woundea] 
for your tranfgrejjions, I was bryifedfor your 
iniquities. 

O my brethren, confider then all your 

fins as the caufe of your Saviour's fuffer- 

ings. He was the propitiation for the 

fins of many. He gave his life a ranfpm 

for finners. Efteem him not ftricken an4 

faiitten of God for his own fake, but bq-r 
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caufe he bore the griefs which we fhould 
have felt, and carried the forrows which 
we deferved. Confider the fins by which 
we deferved them, repent of them, and 
forfake them, that you may have redemption 
through the Hood of Chrift^ even the for give- 
tiefs ofyoyrjins. 
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join with his .crucifiers and deride him. 
He is thirfty, and the foldiers prefent him 
with vinegar. His fide they pierce with 
a fpear : the very parting of foul and -body 
they endeavour to render more infupport- 
able than it generally is. Yet what a be- 
nign and merciful look was that, and what 
an earneft petition to his Father ? Surely 
a prayer for his deliverance.* No. O ini- 
mitable love ! O divine charity ! It is a 
prayer for his crucifiers. And now his 
foul is fo overcaft; his profpect of the end 
of impenitent fmners fo ftriking, his con- 
cern for them fo great, his love of man- 
kind fo infinite, and his Father's wrath 
fo totally overwhelming, that it is impoffi-; 
ble to exprefs his condition. Can the Fa- 
ther of goodnefs withdraw his aid from his 
own immaculate Son ? Can mercy fhut its. 
ear againir the cry of innocence ? To pro^ 
claim to the world his abhorrence of man's 
tranfgreflions, he can ; and the words of 
Jefus are, My Gqd, my God, why loft t 
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forfaken me*? This total <lefertion he could 
not fupport ; and now one dying prayer, 
and one laft groan, and the fountain of life 
fails, and the Son of God expires. That 
expiring groan, hear it, O ye heavens ! 
and fee aftonifhed, O earth ! Lo all nature 
hears it, and bears teftimony to thy digni- 
ty. The fun withdraws his light, terrified 
at what unrelenting man performed. The 
vail of the temple is rent, the earth quakes, 
the rocks are rent. His very enemies now 
declare him innocent. Behold your Sa- 
viour- now with his head dependent, his 
eyes clofed in darknefs, and his body ftiff 
and cold. Could you fee your enemy, O 
chriftian, endure fuch affliction as this 
man of forrows endured 9 and not weep 
for him? But confider that he was your 
firmed friend, your moft bountiful bene- 
fa&or, ever true to your interefts, ever 
anxious for your falvation, and that in 
order to promote it even death was wel- 
come to him. that my bead were waters? 

P4 

* Matth. xxvii, 46, 
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jindmine eyes a fountain of tears ^ that I might 
weep day and night! Here admiration, gra- 
titude, love and fympathy prompt our tears, 
Jrlere the dauntlefs hero fhould weep and 
not be aftiamed. This day Jefus looks 
from heaven, and fees how we are affet- 
ed. He approves of our forrow: but kind 
and beneficent as ever, he would alleviate 
our grief on his account, and deiires us to 
turn it into a mean of pur improvement, 
He feems to fay, Why mourn ye for the 
living as if he were dead ? Behold I am 
alive, and live for evermore* But . as he 
addrefTed the daughters of Jerufalem of 
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caufe he bore the griefs which we fhould 
have felt, and carried the forrows which 
we deferyed. Confider the lins by which 
we deferved them, repent of them, and 
forfake them, that you may have redemption 
through the blood of Gbri/i, even thefsrghe- 
nefs ofyoi<irjins. 



SERMON XIX. 

i CORINTHIANS xi. 26. 

For as often as you eat this bread, and drink 
this cup., ye do jhew forth the Lord's death 
till he come, 

IT was the intention of the apoftle in this 
chapter to point out to the Corinthians 
fome of thofe abufes which they had in- 
troduced into the worfhip of God, and 
to bring them back to a purer and more 
perfect plan. Their manner of celebrat- 
ing the Lord's fupper had been remark- 
ably indecent. When they met together 
for this purpofe, inftead of behaving fo 
that this inftitution might promote their 
piety, and confirm their integrity, they 
had fhamefully converted it into a mean 
of foftering fenfuality, riot, and even in~ 
humanity. The apoftle openly charges 
them with their vices, and boldly condemns 
them on account of them. His zeal how- 
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carer is the zeal of an honeft man, fenfible 
of the faults, but anxious for the reforma- 
tion of thofe to whom he wrote. 

With a view to their reformation, he 
gives them a fimple, yet full and perfpicu- 
ous account of the Lord's fupper ; which, 
he declares, fprung not from the tradition 
of men, or from the fuggeftions of his own 
reafon or imagination, but from the im- 
mediate revelation of the Lord Jefus Chrift : 
for I have received of the Lord, that which 
alfo I deliver unto you, that the Lord Jefus, 
the fame night in which he was betrayed, took 
bread: and when he had given thanks, he 
brake it andfaid, Take, eat ; this u my body 
which is broken for you : this do in remem- 
brance, of me. After the fame manner alfo 
he took the cup, when he hadfupped, faying, 
'This cup is the new tejiament in my blood: 
this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remem- 
brance of me a. After this account of the 
jnftitution of the Lord's fupper, the apoftle 
endeavours to turn the attention of the Co-. 

? Ver. 23, 24., 25* 
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rinthians to its principal end, and thus to 
infmuate an argument for the decent and 
orderly obfervance of it : For as, oft as ye 
eat this bread,, and drink this cup, ye do 
Jhew forth the Lord's death till he come. 

This and the fimilar paflfages of the new 
teftament clearly point out the intention 
and object of this inftitution, and give us 
a diftinct and full view of them. Can any 
thing be more plain than it is from fcrip- 
ture, that the bread and wine, which 
are made ufe of in the Lord's fupper, are 
intended to be memorials of the body of 
Chrift which was broken, and of his blood 
which was fhed upon the crofs ; and that 
the eating of this bread, and the drinking 
of this wine, were enjoined his followers 
as folemn acts to be performed in remem- 
brance of his deatfi ? Almoft every chriftian 
underftands this. And yet, making allow?- 
ance for the manner of fpeaking common 
at that period, and fuppoiing nothing in- 
tended contradictory to our reafon, and our 
fenfes, the words of Chrift appear to me to 
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be as intelligible and perfpicuous as the 
paraphrafe now given. But tho' the defign 
of the institution may be eafily underftood, 
being delivered with that plainnefs for 
which the gofpel in general is remarkable j 
yet certainly it is not for that reafon to be 
regarded with the lefs reverence, or obferv- 
ed with the lefs folemnity. All religious 
and well-difpofed chriftians, nay many of 
very indifferent characters, have common- 
ly confidered it as an inftitution extremely 
facred, the neglect or contempt of which 
betrayed a very corrupt heart, and a very 
impious temper. 

, ***** 

I propofe, in difcoiirfing upon the words 
now read, to inquire what thofe caufes 
are, which have engaged men to view it 
in this light, to regard it with this pecu-< 
liar reverence. Before I enter upon this in- 
quiry, let me premife an obfervation or two. 

I ft, When I fpeak of the caufes which 
engage men to confider the Lord's fupper 
as an ordinance peculiarly facred and fo- 
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lemn, I do not intend to infift upon thof 
caufes which, though they may have at 
particular periods, and with particular 
perfons, or even with large bodies of men, 
greatly contributed to this, yet are not 
founded in the reafon of things, or the na- 
ture of the institution. I am very fenfible 
that for many ages of the church, the myf- 
tery which the priefts affected, and the ig- 
norance in which the people were involved, 
together with many abfurd doctrines' re- 
fpecting this inftitution, occafioned much 
of that veneration which was paid to the 
Lord's fupper. With many men, there is 
nothing which more promotes admiration, 
than a ftrong faith, and little knowledge. 
Curiofity excited, but not gratified, proves 
the fureft foundation on which fuperftition, 
enthufiafm and error can be built. I wifh 
that even in our days the veil, which is 
fometimes induftrkmfly, fometimes unde- 
fignedly, and fometimes ignorantly thrown 
over the ordinances of religion, ' be not 
often the principal caufe of our reverence 
for them. But the caufe of God and virtue 
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have fo many real fupports, that they need 
no falfe ones. Every fraud is deteftable : 
but a pious fraud (the very appellation, is 
an affront to heaven) is the worft of all 
frauds. I propofe therefore to eonfider only 
thofe caufes of reverence for this facred 
ordinance which I regard as juft and well- 
founded, and which I believe chiefly to 
have prevailed in the firft and pureft ages 
of the church, and to prevail ftill with wife 
and fober chriftians. 

2dly, In mentioning the peculiar reve- 
rence with which the inftitution of the 
Lord's fupper is to be regarded, I do not 
mean to infmuate a comparifon between 
that degree of reverence which is due to 
this ordinance of religion, and that which 
is due to other ordinances of God's appoint- 
ment. Comparifons of this kind are gene- 
rally improper; fometimes impious. But 
there may be fome duties of religion, a 
failure in which does not difcover fo great 
corruption of heart, nor is accompanied 
with jfo bitter remorfe as a failure in others : 
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and there may be fome duties of fuch a 
complicated nature, as to touch many of 
the feelings, and work on many of the af- 
fections of the heart at once ; fo that an 
irreverent behaviour in the performance of 
them may fhock us more, and indicate a 
more abandoned character, and a more cor- 
rupted heart than the fame behaviour in the 
performance of other duties ; tho' in thefe 
alfo it would be highly impious. For in- 
ftance, in reading the word of God, if we 
willingly permit the cares, anxieties, and 
temptations of the world to intrude upon us* 
we are certainly guilty of a fin : but if we 
indulge the fame wandering and worldly 
difpofition in our immediate addrefles to 
God, we are guilty of a greater fin. A- 
gain, every addrefs to God demands the 
moft ferious and recollected temper. For 
a weak creature to ftand in the prefence of 
the all-perfedl: God, to raife his foul to the 
contemplation of his wonderful nature, 
and at the fame time to think of him as his 
father and his friend, ought at once to ele- 
vate and compofe, to footh, and to expand 



SERMON XIX. ^225 

the foul : and infenfibility, at the very time 
we feem to be employed in devotion, is 
furely highly criminal. Yet infenfibility 
or irreverence in the participation of the 
Lord's fupper is more highly criminal. 
For this participation not only implies 
prayer, and that too animated by the moft 
affe&ing confutations, but alfo recalls 
to our mind a character and an event, 
which have the ftrongeft tendency to work 
upon all the riobleft, and the moft gene- 
rous principles of our nature. In this 
iituation, irreverence difcovers a foul not 
only loft to piety, but almoft deprived of 
the common feelings of humanity. 

Having premifed thefe obfervations, I 
proceed to take notice of the caufes which 
fhould engage chriftians to confider the 
Lord's fupper as an ordinance extremely 
facred, and to regard it with peculiar re- 
verence. 

In the firft place : I would obfefve that 
it is a pofitive inftitution of chriftianity, 
VOL. II. Q, 
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and there may be fome duties of fuch a 
complicated nature, as to touch many of 
the feelings, and work on many of the af- 
fections of the heart at once ; fo that an 
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the foul : and infenfibility, at the very time 
we feem to be employed in devotion, is 
furely highly criminal. Yet infenfibility 
or irreverence in the participation of the 
Lord's fupper is more highly criminal. 
For this participation not only implies 
prayer, and that too animated by the moft 
affecting confiderations, but alfo recalls 
to our mind a character and an event, 
which have the ftrongeft tendency to work 
upon all the nobleft, and the moft gene- 
rous principles of our nature. In this 
iituation, irreverence difcovers a foul not 
only loft to piety, but almoft deprived of 
the common feelings of humanity. 
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Lord's fupper as an ordinance extremely 
facred, and to regard it with peculiar re- 
verence. 

In the firft place : I would obferve that 

it is a pofitive inftitution of chriftianity, 

VOL. II. 
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appointed in very peculiar and affe&ing 
circumftances. 

The pofitive inftitutions of the gofpel. 
have frequently been confidered merely as 
means to an end, not eflentially neceflary, 
but fit and proper to be obferved. Perhaps 
this fentiment, under proper limitations, 
may be free from error. But I do not feft 
that the obfervation is very important. I 
can conceive a ftate, in which the perform- 
ance of the pofitive duties of chriftianity 
would not be binding, becaufe in that ftate 
it might be impofiible to perform them. I 
can alfo conceive a ftate in which feveral 
moral duties may be lawfully omitted, 
nay muft unavoidably be omitted, be- 
caufe there would be no fcope for the prac- 
tice of them. But I can conceive no ftate 
in which a chriftian can with a good con- 
fcience omit either, a moral, or a pofitive 
..duty, if he has a proper opportunity for per- 
forming it. Men may differ concerning 
the times and feafons proper for the obfer- 
vance of pofitive inftitutions, or they may 
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differ in their opinion concerning the fre- 
quency of their repetition j but they may 
differ alfo concerning the extent and obli- 
gation of moral duties. We know that 
thefe depend in fome meafure upon parti- 
cular characters, circumflances and oppor- 
tunities. 

Thus much appeared neceiTary for re- 
moving a prejudice againft the reverence 
due to a pofitive infritution of religion, 
which an incautious manner of expreffion 
may have fometimes occafioned. Let us 
now consider the particular circumftances 
and folemnity with which the inftitution 
prefently under confideration was appoint- 
ed. 

Our Saviour had gone with his difci pie's 
to celebrate the high feftival of the Jews. 
He had given ftrong intimations of his im- 
mediate departure from his friends and fol- 
lowers. He had plainly told them, that he 
would not again partake in a feaft which 
they probably thought was to continue thro' 

Q.2 
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all generations. He had particularly inform- 
ed them that, by the treachery of one of 
thofe few whom he had fele&ed from the 
world, he was to be delivered into the hands 
of fmners. This threw a general damp 
upon the company, and each, anxious and 
forrowful for himfelf, faid, Is it I? His 
reply confirmed all their fears. It could 
not remove their concern for the lofs of 
their mafter, their friend and their benefac- 
tor j nor was it fo precife, as to remove 
from any of them all a fufpicion that his 
own fidelity was called in queftion : // is 
one of the twelve that dippetb with me in the 
It is added, The Son of man indeed 
^ as it is written of him, but wo to that 
man by who?n the Son of man is betrayed ! 
good were it for that man if he had never 
been born c . It was at this time, when the 
difciples could not fail to be in a ftate of 
the utmoft anxiety, agitation and defpon- 
dcncy, that our Saviour took the bread, and 
having given thanks r brake it, and gave it 
to them., and faid ', This is ?ny body*-, and 

i: Mark xiv. 20. c ver. 21, d ver. 22. 



SERMON XIX. 229 

afterwards took the cup, and gave it to them 
with thefe remarkable words, This is my 
blood of the new tejtament, which is Jhed for 
many e . I afk any man, if this was not a 
fcene which muft leave the deepeft impref- 
fion on the minds of the difciples ? Could 
they have been men, efpecially confidering 
what followed, if they had ever forgot it ? 
Can any thing, which tended to raife 
a greater variety of emotions and affections, 
be defcribed or conceived ? Could there 
ever be a folemn meeting in which the 
apoftles and firft chriftians were together, 
where the converfation would not turn upon 
this fubje6r., and where every apoftle would 
not expatiate upon the words, the looks, 
the manner of his matter - 3 upon the anxiety, 
uncertainty and terror which poflefled his 
own mind, and upon the emotions which 
Jiis companions difcovered ? 

If this very tranfa&ion were painted 
upon canvas by a fkilful hand, and prefent- 
ed to a man of fenfibility who had refufed 

0.3 

c Verfe 23, 24. 
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his belief to the evidence of religion, jet 
he would for a moment become a chriftian, 
as it were by contagion ; and fympathy 
would be the predominant emotion of his 
heart. But how dead is all defcription, 
compared to nature and living obje&s \ if 
Judas was prefent, furely his heart re- 
lented for a little : had not the very fpirit 
of fatan dwelt in him, it had relented for 



When we attend to thefe circumftances, 
we muft be fenfible that in the primitive 
days of chriftianity, this institution could 
net but excite the utmoft refpedT: and reve- 
rence in chriftians ; and that the being en- 
gaged in it could not but call up every 
pious, every affectionate feeling in the 
higheft degree of fervour. I allow that it 
cannot be expected to operate fo ftrongly 
upon us : but is it poflible for any believer, 
who is not deilitute of fenfibility, (erioufly 
fco read the defcription which Mark or the 
other evangelifts give us of this fcene, and 
not feel the powers of his foul roufcd, its 



S E R M ON XIX. 231 

Worldly defires rebuked, and its religious 
afre&ions awakened ? The circumftances 
therefore, and the folemnity of the original 
inftitution render the Lord's f upper highly 
worthy of our reverence, and {how the 
want of this temper in observing it, to be 
extremely culpable and criminal. 

2dly, Another reafon which may proper- 
ly engage men to confider this inftitution 
in the moft folemn light, and poflefs them 
with the higheft reverence when they are 
employed in it, may be difcerned by at- 
tending to its nature and defign. 

This reafon had probably more influence 
afterwards, than at the firft appointment : 
for at that time it is likely that the apoftles 
were far from entertaining clear and di- 
ftincl: conceptions on this fubjefl. We 
know fufficiently, that the Lord's fupper 
was intended for a commemoration of the 
death of our Saviour, and that this great 
event is the object which it fenflbly repre- 
fents to us. Now there is fomething in 

0.4 
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the very idea of death which tends to make 
men ferious and thoughtful. The recolr- 
leb'on of the laft end of mortals, .even 
when we do not view it with a particular 
refpecl: to purfelves, throws the foul into a 
iblemn ftillnefs, which is friendly to every 
pious and religious meditation. But it is 
not merely the view of death in general 
that this ordinance fuggefts : it recalls to 
our thoughts the death of a particular 
perfon who ftands in a particular relation 
to us, and who by his death procures in- 
eftimable bleffings for us ; a death which 
is defcribed with . all thofe circumftances 
that can lay hold of the mind, and excite 
either admiration, or gratitude, or fympathy, 

To confider this fubject in its full ex- 
tent would be more than fufEcient for a 
whole difcourfe. Let us therefore view 
the death of Chrift as briefly as we can 
in thefe two lights ; as the death of a great 
man, and as a mean of purchafing our re- 
conciliation to God, and our title to eter~ 
pal life. The firft is a general view ? into. 
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which even a heathen might enter, and ex- 
prefs his admiration on account of it. The 
fecond is particularly interefting to chrif- 
tians. 

Is it then poflible to contemplate the 
blamelefs life, and the heroic death of Jefus, 
and not feel the workings of admiration 
and love ? If I met an ignorant and un- 
taught Indian, and could inform him in 
his own language that at a certain period 
there lived a moft extraordinary perfon, 
who, before he was thirty-three years of 
age, had done more good, and fuffered more 
evil than any man ever did in the longeft 
life:; that his whole employment was to 
promote happinefs, and prevent mifery ; 
that no human creature ever applied for his 
aid in vain ; that he had the wonderful 
power of healing all difeafes, of making 
men wife, gentle, kind, merciful ; that in 
purfuing thefe ends, he refufed neither 
cold, nor hunger, nor watching, nor po- 
verty, nor reproach; that notwithftanding 
all his beneficent actions, his cruel an4 
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wicked countrymen, after making him fuf- 
fer every hardmip, led him to a ihamefui 
execution ; that being perfuaded he could 
live no longer for the good of mankind, he 
chearfully died to give them a proof of his 
firmnefs, and conftancy, and refignation to 
the will of the great God ; that he (hewed 
neither fear of death, nor refentment againft 
his murderers ; that on the contrary, he 
exprefled the tendered folicitude for their 
happinefs, and prayed for them with his 
dying breath ; and that he expired after 
having exhibited a perfect pattern of pati- 
'ence, meeknefs, forbearance, generolity, 
fortitude, of every thing great and good ; 
would not nature work in the honeft fa- 
vage, and would not his countenance de- 
clare the feelings of forrow, love and ad- 
miration ? Shall a favage then feel, and a 
chriftian be hardened ? 

But this view of the death of Chrift, in- 
terefting as it is, is ftill very imperfect. 
When, as chriftians, we reflect that for 
our fakes he was a man of forrows, and ac- 
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quainted with grief* : When we attend to 
the nature of the bleffings which he pur- 
chafed, the favour of God, the means of 
fan<5lifying our natures, our accefs to glory 
and immortality; muft not all the beft 
and moft devout feelings of the foul be 
raifed to the higheft pitch of fervour ? If 
we attend to the unfpeakable dignity of his 
character, to his condefceniion in becom- 
ing man, to the amazing fortitude of his 
death, muft not the higheft admiration 
rife ? If we view our fins as the caufes of 
his fufferings, what can we feel but humi- 
lity, compunction and penitence ? If we 
turn our obfervation to the feverity of his 
pains, the anguirh of his foul, and the 
torments of his body, muft not fympathy 
melt the heart and fill the eye ? If we fur- 
vey all the bleflings of his purchaib, muft 
not gratitude to fo generous a b nefadtor, 
and fo divine a friend, exert its influence ? 
But thefe, my brethren, are all fubje&s 
immediately connected with the death of 
Chrift, which we commemorate in the fa- 
f Ifaiah liii. 3. 
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crament of his fupper. To render our 
obfervance of this inftitution acceptable, it 
is neceflary indeed, that every one of thefe 
confiderations fhould actually occur to the 
mind. But when an ordinance has a ten- 
dency to operate upon fo many of the moft 
virtuous principles of our nature, does not 
this (hew that it ought to be regarded with 
the greateft reverence and veneration ? 

3dly, The folemnity of this ordinance, 
and the reverence due to it, will further 
appear, if we confider that the obfervance 
of it implies the exertion of many affec- 
tions, which are all in their own nature of 
high importance and excellence. If each 
of thefe be facred, furely that which implies 
them all muft be particularly fo. 

Now though the principal end of this 
inftitution be extremely fimple, namely 
a commemoration of the death of Chrift, 
yet it involves feveral other views. This 
may be collected from what was faid on 
the laft head. If a fenfe of the primary 

7 
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intention of this ordinance has a tendency 
to excite fo various feelings as have been 
pointed out, it is impoffible but thefe 
muft produce their natural and ordinary 
effects. Let the communicant's view be 
turned to the fufferings of Chrift, and to 
the confideration of fin as the caufe of 
them ; furely this is extremely natural. 
But can thefe be the objects of attention 
to a fmcere and honeft mind, without in- 
troducing a refolution againft fin, or a 
prayer for its forgivenefs ? Holy refolu- 
tions then, and -fervent prayer, have both 
their {hare in the devout obfervance of 
this inftitution. Yea, the latter, from the 
practice of all ages, and the example of 
our Saviour, is efTentially neceflary before 
the ordinance can be celebrated. 

I know it may be difputed, whether the 
examination of our conduct, and refolu- 
tions againft all fin, be abfolutely requi- 
file for a proper participation in this facra- 
ment. I doubt not but circumftances might 
be fuppofed, in which a good man would 

3 
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think himfelf obliged to commemorate the 
death of his Redeemer, without having time 
for a previous examination of his conduct, 
or in which, during the time of his parti- 
cipation, his mind might be fo totally occu- 
pied with love or gratitude, that he might 
form no direct refolutions againft fin. But 
this is nothing to thofe who would be moft 
anxious to have it determined that fuch 
cxercifes are not neceflary. But put the 
cafe, that at the time of participation, a 
man's conference condemns him for his 
fins, and impells him to refolve againft 
them, which yet the corruption of his 
heart, and his attachment to vice, engage 
him to neglect. In this fituation, could 
he approve of his conduct ? would not his 
heart condemn him ; and if his heart con- 
demn him, will God juftify him ? At the 
tribunal of divine juftice, would one choofe 
to truft to the refinements of an acute 
underftanding, or to the fimplicity of an 
upright heart ? Thus refolutions, againft 
fin may often become an indifpenfable 
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part of our duty, during the participation 
of the Lord's fupper. 

In like manner, if the inimitable love 
of Jefus Chrift, and the ineftimable blef- 
fmgs of his purchafe, are the obje&s of our 
reflection while we are employed in this 
duty ; does not the gratitude which thefc 
excite, naturally engage us to vow perpe- 
tual attachment to him, and ftedfaftnefa 
in his fervice ? If the outward meannefs, 
the poverty, and low condition of Jefu3 
Chrift, induce us to reflect upon the infig- 
nificancy and fmall importance of the 
things of this world ; and if at the fame 
time confcience bring to our remem- 
brance an inftance in which they have 
had influence enough to make us forfake 
the road of integrity, and abandon our- 
felves to fin ; does not this lay us under 
an obligation to enter into a refolution 
of repentance, and to begin immediately 
tp carry it into execution ? 
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Thus prayer, pious and virtuous refo- 
lutions, vows of attachment, obedience 
and repentance, if not eflentially neceflary 
to the participation of the Lord's fupper, 
yet may become indifpenfable parts of our 
duty during this action. What there- 
fore implies fuch ferious and folemn du- 
ties muft be an object of the greateft re- 
verence. 

4-thly, My brethren, this institution, 
which is defigned to commemorate the 
death of Chrift, is alfo intended to carry 
our thoughts forward to his fecond com- 
ing. The New Teflrament connects it 
with this event; it is particularly con- 
nected with it in the words of my text ; 
J?or as oft as ye eat this bread, and drink 
this cup, ye do Jhew forth the Lord's death 
till he come. If there is any event in na- 
ture that can excite the awe, reverence and 
refpect of reafonable and accountable crea- 
tures, it is furely the future judgment. 
But this judgment is only to take place 
at the fecond appearance of Jefus. For* 
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God has appointed a day in which he will 
judge the world in righteoufnefs by that 
J^an whom he hath ordained '^ even the 
Lord Jefus Chriift the righteous. Thd 
apparatus, the procedure, the dignity of 
the JudgCj the particular part we fhall all 
have' in this grand tranfa&ionj render it 
particularly interefling and important. If 
the foul of man Can be occupied with 
any object, this muft command its regard 
and attention. To this important event . 
the Lord's fupper naturally directs our 
thoughts* It is a lively reprefentation of 
that obedience of Ghrift unto death ^ even the 
death of the crofs h j on account of which 
God hath highly exalted him, and given him 
a name which is above every name*^ and 
which, being the ground of his whole 
exaltation 3 is confequently the very reafon 
why God hath given him authority to execute 
judgment alfo k . It confirms our faith 
of the general judgment, it is a pledge 
given us, that he who was one? offered id 
VOL. IL R 
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bear the fins of many, Jhall unto them that 
look for hlm^ appear the fecond time.^ with- 
out fin unto fahation ! . Can it fix our 
thoughts on the future judgment, can it 
enliven our conception of -its folemn pro- 
cefsj without imprefiing every ferious and 
^onliderate mind v/ith the deepeft awe ? 

I fhall but make two reSe&ions on what 
has been faid. ift, Since the Lord's fup- 
per is an mftitution of fo great folemnity, 
we ihould by no means neglect to obferve 
It. Shall any chriftian treat that with 
neglect, which deferves the greateft reve- 
rence from every chriftian ? Not to obfcrve 
it, is to treat it with total neglect. 'Twas 
in the night in which he was betrayed to 
death for you,, and it was with all the 
agonies of his death full in his view that- 
your Saviour faid, Do this in remembrance 
cfme: can you hear his voice uttered in 
that night, uttered in that endearing fitua- 
tion, and yet difregard it ? Every tender,, 
every affecting, every interefting circum- 

i Heb. yc. 2&. 
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ftance of the fcene, which that night ex- 
hibited, is a ftiong argument for our ton* 
tinning in that breaking of bread m , which 
nvas piirpofely appointed for the comme- 
moration of it. The dignity of him who 
died, and the end of his death, which was 
to expiate fin, add folemnity to this me- 
morial of his death 5 and they no lefs pow* 
erfully plead for every chriftian's joining 
in this memorial of it. This is the tri- 
bute which you are called to pay to the 
greateft perfon that ever trod this earth ; 
it is the acknowledgment demanded from 
you, to him who made his foul an offering 
for your iins. All thofe good affections 
which this inftitution is fit for drawing 
forth into exercife, it is fit alfo for im- 
proving: to neglect it Ihews indifference 
about the improvement of our beft affec- 
tions. It is only Chrift's coming again to 
judgment, that can extinguifh the obliga- 
tion of chriftians to Jbew forth his: death ; 
till he come let us take every opportunity 
of doing this in remembrance of him, 

R 2 
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2dly, Since the Lord's fupper Is fo fo- 
lemn, fo fit to command the lincereft re- 
verence of our fouls, we fhould be always 
careful to prepare ourfelves for partaking; 
in it with ferious and fervent devotion. Ir^* 
reverence in any acT: of worfhip is a heinous 
lin: but irreverence in obfervins; this chrif- 

o 

tian inftitution, is in fome refpe6ls pecu- 
liarly atrocious : -it is a mark of very great 
depravity: it fhows infenfibility to the moft 
moving objects, and obduracy which the 
moft alarming views cannot overcome. 
This inftitution may make fome impreffion 
on the moft unthinking, it may force re- 
flection for a moment on the moft diffipat- 
ed, it may excite fome emotions of piety, 
in thofe who are for ordinary the greateft 
ftrangers to them. The Corinthians ob- 
ferved it in an irreverent manner ; and the 
apoftle reproves this irreverence with great 
feverity, and warns them that it was of the 
moft dangerous confequence ; Whofoever 
Jbatt eat ibis bread and drink this cup of 
ike Lord unworthily^ jhall be guilty of the 
body and blwd of the Lord: He that eatetb 
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and drinketh unworthily, eatetb and drinketh 
judgment to himfelf^ not dlfcerning the Lord's 
body". The religious affections ajl pre- 
vailing in their greateft vigour, and ming- 
ling their warmeft exertions, form the tem- 
per which becomes this commemoration . 
By examining ourfelves, by humble con- 
fefiion of our ims, by earneft prayer, by 
meditation on whatever can moft effectual- 
ly melt our hearts into contrition, or touch 
them with love, and gratitude, and joy in 
God's falvation, let us prepare ourfelves, 
as often as we have opportunity, for the" 
religious performance of this <luty. 



i Cor. xi. 27. 29. 
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ACTS xx. 35, 

And to remember the words of the Lord 
fus } how he faid) It is more blejjed to give 
than to receive* 



THE moft interefting concern of 
man creatures is happinefs ; and no 
rule fo unexceptionable can be fixed for 
eftimating the value of any object, or the 
propriety and importance of any difpofr* 
tion, or action, or courfe of behaviour, as 
its tendency to promote happinefs, But the 
rule, however univerfally acknowledged, is 
often very ill applied, and indeed with re- 
fpect to many purfuits and difpofitions 
is fcarce ever thought of. Nature Jjas pro- 
vided us with a touchftone, but we neglecl: 
to try the moft precious metals by it, and 
by the neglecl: fuffer ourfelves to be im-r 
pofegl upon by the bafeft counterfeits. 
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The happinefs which is derived from the 
exercife of a beneficent temper, is very 
rarely an object of confideration, efpecially 
in an age, when the fpirit of commerce, the 
love of lucre, and a contracted regard to 
the individual, give the ftrongeft bias to all 
our opinions and judgments. They who 
inherit overgrown fortunes, they who have 
received liberal donations, they who have 
acquired wealth, are reckoned among the 
happy, though they employ them only in 
fulfilling the purpofes of folly, vanity and 
vice. A fplendid table, a fine houfe, a 
handfome equipage, even gaudy apparel, 
we are more apt to confider as characterif- 
tical of the happy man, than generous ef- 
forts to relieve the wretched, to fupport the 
unfortunate, to comfort the difconfolate, to 
patronize the deferving. Thefe we ftill re- 
gard as marks of virtue, but we feldom corr- 
fider them as fymptorns of happinefs. Even 
the motives which excite the generality to 
actions of a publick and beneficent nature, 
when they are not merely fordid and felfifh, 
are fo dependent upon the views fuggefted 

R 4 
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by pur reafoning powers, that they havQ 
little conne&ion with the heart ; and the 
man who mould urge the pleafure of a kind 
and beneficent a<5tion, arid the fweet en- 
joyment which it brings along with it s 
as the motive to a perfon's performing it, 
would be deemed ignorant of what is rec- 
koned the moft efiential branch of human 
knowledge, the knowledge of the world. 
But in reality, under this boafted know- 
ledge, the blindeft prejudice, and the 
grofleft ignorance often lurk : and the 
world, not only in its pureft and moft vir- 
tuous, but even in its corrupted and der- 
praved ftate, affords arguments fufficient 
to confute the men who value themfelves 
for knowing it beft. 

It was hinted already, that the moft in- 
fallible teft of the value of any difpoli- 
tion or behaviour, is its being conducive 
to the natural and real felicity of men : 
and to this teft I might fafely fubmit all 
the laws, and all the maxims of the gof- 
pel, If the temperate, the manly, the con,-: 
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fcientious, not the effeminate, the weak, 
#nd the timid, were to be the judges, I 
ihould not fear the decifion even with 
refpeft to its fevereft laws, the endurance 
of perfecution, lofs of goods, refignation 
of life. 

But our prefent inquiry is more con- 
fined. It was the faying of the Lord Jefus, 
It is more blcfTed to give than to receive. 

- Jtf - O 

In this faying, the felicity of a benefi- 
cent temper is afierted in the ftrongeft 
manner. The encomium feems to be 
given to the action ; but it is obvious that 
human aclions are praife-worthy, only fo 
far as they refult from right difpofitions, 
and that it is only the agent that deferves 
commendation or blame 3 reward or pu r 
nifhment, 

The circumftances of our Saviour's life 
gave him frequent occafions for introducing 
this fentiment with propriety ; and as it 
is addrefled to the* tender and generous 
feelings of human nature, it muft 

7 
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made the deepefl impreflion on his follow- 
ers. The application which the apoftle 
Paul makes of this faying in my text, 
difcovers the effect which it produced 
on him, and fhews that he regarded it as 
a, practical truth of the greateft moment. 
In this laft difcourfe to the elders of Ephe- 
fus, whom he had aflembled at Miletus, 
he was able to make this noble appeal to 
them ; / lave coveted no man's Jilver^ or 
gold, or app&reL Tea, you yourfelves know, 
that thefe hands have mimjlered unto my 
necejjities,, and to them that were with me. 
1 have Jbewed you all things^ how that fo 
labouring ye ought to fupport the weak ; 
and to remember the words of the Lord Je- 
fus, haw he faid y It is more blejjed to give 
than to receive. Though in thefe words 
there is a comparifon between the happi- 
nefs of beftowing, and that of receiving, 
yet it will be putting no violence on them 
to confider them fimply as a declaration- 
of the bleffednefs of a beneficent temper* 
That with which this temper is contrafted, 
and to which it is preferred 3 being an ac- 
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knowledged mark of good fortune, and a 
fource of enjoyment, the other muft be 
frill more fo. 

I propofe therefore in this difcourfe, to 
confirm and illuftrate the happinefs of a 
beneficent difpofition ; and to fuggeft a few 
of thofe reflections which naturally arife 
from the confideration of this fubjecT:, 

By a beneficent difpofition-, I mean a 
difpofition to do good to others from the 
principles of kindnefs, affection, or hu- 
manity, which includes not only acts of 
chanty, generofity and liberality, for thefe 
muft in a great meafure be dependent 
upon our external circumftances, but alfo 
all the means we ufe, the pains we take, 
or the wimes we entertain for the comfort, 
enjoyment and happinefs of our fellow- 
creatures. That fuch a difpofition muft 
be of the utmoft confequence to our ewn 
fatisfalion and happinefs, I think will ap- 
pear evident from fever. al cpnfiderations. 
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In the firft place, This will appear by 
eonfidering in general what it is that muft 
conftitute human felicity. 

To write a treatife concerning human 
nature requires perhaps as much know- 
ledge, attention and reflection, as the COHI- 
pofition of a performance on any other fab* 
jet whatever ; but fuch a treatife is not 
necefTary, either for directing our conduct, 
or for determining the operation of our 
feelings. We are all men, and we all feel 
that the gratification of our natural defires, 
where the gratification is not forbidden by 
any other principle of our mind, is alv/ays 
a fource of enjoyment to us. But the na- 
ture, and the kinds of our enjoyments are 
as different and various as the powers and 
principles which give rife to them. Ex- 
cept- a few of them, however, which regard 
felf-prefervation, they are almoft all con- 
nected with our focial natures, infomuch 
that the enjoyments of a human creature 
entirely feparated from his kind, tho ? pof- 
fefTed of all the neceflaries for fatisfying his 
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hunger and thirft, his love of labour and 
defire of repofe, would be totally different 
from thofe of the man who is placed among 
his fellows* As the fun nourifhes, invi- 
gorates, animates objects external ,to him- 
felf, and was certainly created with a re- 
ference to them ; as the planets by their 
mutual attraction promote and preferve 
the regularity of their feveral motions, fo 
man was created for man ; and his ftate, 
his wants, his defires, point out his con- 
nection with, and his dependence upon his 
fellow-men. Philofophers have fometimes 
talked of man's being a felfifh, and a foli- 
tary being, having all his views centered 
in the happinefs of the individual, with- 
out the leaft regard to others : but the 
hut of the Indian, the cottage of the pea- 
fant, the pipe of the fhepherd, the tent 
of the wanderer, as well as the concourfe 
of the city, the palace of the prince, the 
government of the ftate, contradict the 
afTertion, 
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Religion which, notwithftanding the 
imperfection of its effects, has occupied a 
great deal of the joint care and attention 
of the human race, in every age, and every 
nation, as far as ever I have read or heard, 
ihews that a focial concern for others is the 
object of man's heart, and the principle of 
his conduct. Without this, I fhould juft 
as readily believe, that political ftatefmen 
and cunning priefts have built in antient 
times cities without handsi, made men of 
mere clay, and fupported mountains upon 
their feeble (boulders, as that they could 
have introduced religion as the general oc- 
cupation and employment of mankind. 

Since then the whole of the human 
frame points to a ftate of fociety and con- 
nection with others, the very nature of de-^ 
iire renders it impoflible that the gratif^ca- 
tion of thofe affections which refpect others 
fhould not be attended with enjoyment and 
happinefs. But the benevolent affections 
of our nature, our defire to flied the tear of 
fympathy over the diftreljed, to take part 
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in the injuries of the opprefled, and to be- 
friend them, to partake the innocent plca- 
fures of the happy, are the affections which 
moft immediately refpect others $ and there- 
fore we may conclude that the indulgence, 
pf them will be a fource of particular plea- 
iure and delight. 

It further deferves to be remarked, that 
though the gratification of defires which 
refpect the individual, and the gratification. 
of thofe which refpect others, have this in 
common, that they are attended with a cer- 
tain pleafure, yet they differ in a very ma- 
terial article : the pleafure which attends 
fuch defires as terminate in the individual, 
even when moft intenfe, is confined to the 
moment of indulgence - 9 to none but the 
groveling and the fenfual, is it the object 
of agreeable reflection : but the focial plea- 
fures of our nature are not agreeable onjy 
in the mean time, but extend to diftant 
jSjeriods, and are the objects of after-confide- 
ration, and the fources of permanent en- 
joyment. The flafljes of heaven's light- 

7 
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ning dazzle and overpower, but the re- 
fplendent and benign rays of the fun cheer, 
enliven, and afford a light conftant, and 
invariable, and univerfal* 

I add but one more general obfervatibn* 
Human creatures are made for action and 
exertion. Whenever thefe are employed, 
a feparate and additional pleafure attends 
the gratification of all our defires. To do 
good, to beftow, to give, requires an ex- 
ercife of our active powers. In that flate 
when every impulfe is felt, when every 
power of the mind is awake, we enter 
with the higheft felifh into every pleafure 
that nature warrants, and religion fanH- 
fies. The mind that groaned under the 
load of fuffering, is calm and ferene when 
that load is removed, but the foul that re- 
moved it is elevated. The compofed coun- 
tenance of relieved diftrefs, the affectionate 
look of gratitude combine with the plea- 
ling efforts of ^liberality and kindnefs to 
increafe the joy and felicity of the bene- 
fador. 
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In the fecond place, the happinefs of a 
beneficent difpofition may be proved from 
fact and experience. 

We are ignorant of our true happmefs, 
only becaufe we pay fo little attention to 
what pafles in our own minds, and fuffer 
ourfelves to be impofed on by external ap* 
.pearances, from which we draw inferences 
often not in the leaft connected with them. 
But an impartial confideration of the fen- 
timents and feelings of our hearts, of thofe 
fuggeftions which proceed from the confti- 
tution of our fouls, or the immediate mo- 
tions of that divine Spirit which pervades 
the univerfe, would free us from number- 
lefs miftakes, and lead us to expect our en- 
joyments from fuch objects as can really 
beftow them. Now can any man, when he 
attends to himfelf, doubt wherein his plea- 
fure and enjoyment chiefly confift ? Deep 
refearches and intricate difquifitions are 
hot neceflary for determining it. An or- 
dinary degree of attention only is requifite ? 
and fortitude enough to take the anfw.er 
VOL. II. S 
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implicitly from none, but to truft to the 
natural feelings of one's own heart. Can 
any perfon who has the foul of a man hefi- 
tate to pronounce that among the pureft 
and beft pleafures of which he is fufceptible 
are thofe which arife from the opportuni- 
ties he has laid hold of, to be ufeful to his 
fellow-creatures, to fupply their wants, to 
eafe the load of their fufferings, to add to 
the number of their enjoyments ? When 
the rich have fpared of their fuperfluities to 
minifter to the neceflities of the poor, let 
the luxurious tell if what they referved had 
not a higher relilh. When the poor, out of 
real pity to thofe who were ftill poorer, have 
beftowed a fmall pittance to feed the hungry, 
or to clothe the naked, was it not natural for 
them rather to regret that they had not 
more to give, than that there was too little 
left behind ? Did the widow, think you, 
who threw in two mites into the treafury 
with the beft intention, depart with a heavy 
heart, becaufe fhe had kept nothing to her- 
felf ? If ever your prefence, your attention, 
your converfation, your look of filent fenfi- 
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bJlity, your falling tears (for thefe I count 
more facred gifts than your gold, or your 
filver) have adminiftred confolation to a 
widowed mother, or difconfolate children, 
did not your hearts in that moment feel the 
bleffednefs of giving? and when you came 
away, would you have exchanged the me- 
lancholy pleafure for all the vain illufions 
of folly and vice ? When the gratulations 
of the blind and the lame, and the bene- 
dictions of the perilling foul came upon 
Job, would he have compared the joy with 
what arofe from the poffeflion of his oxen, 
his afies, his camels, and his fields? It was 
the character of the Lord Jefus, that he 
went about continually doing good, foorh- 
ing the penitent, comforting thofe that 
mourned, raifmg up the bowed down, and 
healing the difeafed ; and as he felt like a 
man, we may conjecture the inward joy 
which this continued courfe of benefi- 
cence gave him. I verily believe it to be 

C* 

the chief natural mean that rendered him 
fo intrepid, fo patient, fo forgiving, fo re r 
fiened, How' iirnilar to him fliould we 
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become, if we yielded to the beft impulfes 
of our hearts ! If the Ephefians had divided 
their pofleffions to enrich the apoftle Paul ; 
how fmall muft his pleafure in receiving it 
all have been in comparifon.with what he 
felt from reflecting, that he had been the 
minifter of God for good unto them, with- 
out profpeft, or poflefiion of human re- 
ward? 

Were the apoftles in general, who watch- 
ed with fuch vigilance, and laboured with 
fuch vigour to promote the falvation of man- 
kind, ftrangers to the moft heart-felt plea- 
fure, becaufe they were not loaded with 
gifts, fecured in pofleflions, or furrounded 
with affluence ? No. They had imbibed 
the maxim of their Mafter, It is more blejjed 
to give than to receive j and while they 
fuffered hunger, and poverty, and perfecu- 
tion, and death, they rejoiced, and were 
happy, becaufe they were doing good. 
Abraham might rejer, even royal gifts, 
and refufe a fepulchre for his family with- 
out paying an adequate value for 'it: his 

5 
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conduct neither proves that the patriarch 
was ignorant of the means of happinefs,. 
nor leffens him in our efleem. But no man 
ever yet omitted an opportunity of per- 
forming a kind, a generous, or a benefi- 
cent action, who did not in that inftance 
abandon the happinefs of his own foul, and 
render himfelf lefs worthy of the approba- 
tion of all mankind. 

It is needlefs to multiply inftances. I 
appeal to yourfelves. Happinefs is within 
the mind. It is not of our own making, 
but flows from conditutions that are efta- 
blifhed by the fame power that ordains the 
revolution of the fun, the courfe of the ri- 
vers, the afcent of the vapours. To fuppofe 
happinefs entirely or chiefly placed in ex- 
ternals, is as ridiculous as to fuppofe that 
you are as much conne&ed with the dull 
on which you tread, as with that portion of 
it which the Almighty operation has form- 
ed for your body. There is no difputing 
the point. If beneficence renders the foul 
calm, tranquil^ and elevated, it is a fourcc 



262 S E R M O N XX. 

of felicity. If it aflimilates the mind to 
God, and to Jefus Chrift, it muft render 
us partakers of their blifs. If the reflection 
upon it is agreeable, if it remains when the 
lujl of the fiejh^ the lujl of the eye, and the 
pride of life put on an appearance at heft 
diminutive, often difguftful ; if it cafts an 
unfading ray on the lateft hours of human 
life, and prepares for a participation of the 
life of angels, the reality, and the value of 
the enjoyment muft be acknowledged. 

In the third place; The felicity of a be- 
neficent difpofition may be evinced from 
this confideration, that by this quality we 
are moft directly affimilated to God, and to 
Jefus Chrift, after whofe image we were at 
firft created. 

As it is the nature of tv/o drops of 
water, when placed near each other, mu- 
tually to be attracted, and to coalefce ; as 
it is the nature of heavy bodies to fall to the 
ground, and of light ones to be buoyed up; 
as it is the nature of worms to crawl upon 
5 
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the earth, of fifties to fwim in the fea, and 
of birds to fly through the air ; fo it is the 
nature of the human foul to afpire after a 
fimilitude to its divine original. The con- 
fequences of a fallen irate, and of corrupted 
principles, are but too perceptible, and to 
thefe we juftly impute thofe miftakes, de- 
ceptions, difappointments, and difgufts 
with which we meet in our fearch after 
felicity. The piety, and the fall of David, 
the wifdom, and the weaknefs of Solomon, 
the zeal, and the infirmity of Peter, with a 
thoufand inftances that could be produced 
from facred and profane writers, of the vir- 
tue and the ambition of the fame princes, the 
allegiance and the turbulence of the fame 
people, might all be brought in proof of 
the fall of man, if any other proof were re- 
quifite, than merely to read the hiftory of 
this cataftrophe, and to look into our own 
hearts. But the inftances would fhew, that 
though man be fallen, he is not annihi- 
lated ; that though his luftre be fullied, it 
is not extinguished. He ftill raifes his mind 
at times to the contemplation of uncreated 

S 4 
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excellence, and the inftincts of his heart in* 
dicate his relation to the divinity. In every 
approach that he makes to his primeval pu- 
rity, he feels the gratulations of his own 
foul, and enjoys the triumphs of his con- 
fcience. But in no way can he become fo 
like his Maker, as when his heart is intent 
upon doing good. The beneficent hand 
of the Almighty formed, and his power 
fuftains the univerfe. He maketh bis fun to 
rifejn the evil and on the good, and fendeth 
ram on the jujl^ and on the unjuft*. He is 
good unto all., and his tender mercies are 
over all his wor&s b . The divine perfon 
who was the brightnefs of his glory ^ and the 
exprefs image of his perfon c , imitated him 
in his bounty and beneficence, and gave us 
an example that we (hould follow his fteps. 
If then the felicity of man confifts in his 
refemblance to his Maker, if the joy of the 
redeemed fhould bear a fimilitude to the de- 
lights of the Redeemer, if to participate in 
the blifs of the Supreme be the fupreme 
happinefs of us the emanations of his 

Mat. v. 4.5. b Pfal. cxlv. 9. c Heb. i. 3. 
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goodnefs ; furely, it Is more UeJJed to give 
than to receive, and happy are all who 
have rightly learned the divine leffon. 

The fubjecl I have been confidering 
would naturally give occafion for a variety 
of reflections concerning the regulation 
of our conduct. Let us felect a few. 



The general effect of what has been 
faid ought to be, to infpire us with the 
love of a kind, humane, beneficent difpo- 
fition, and to lead us to cultivate it in our 
hearts. It is the heart that is the fource 
of good, or the fource of evil. The ftreams 
will ever partake of the qualities of the 
fountain. If the love of p-oodnefs be not 

O 

rooted in the heart, in vain will formal 
rules, or general, or particular precepts 
ever attempt to make a virtuous man. 
When the love of juftice dwells in the 
heart, two neighbours of the moft exten- 
five property will eafily agree together. 
But where this principle is wanting, all 
the ftatutes that were ever devifed, all the 
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complicated laws that were ever made, will 
only fet the ingenuity of the mind at work 
to elude them. The defign of the gofpel 
Is therefore to change the heart, to renew 
the mind where it is depraved : and the 
life of its Author, the manner, and the 
matter of his doctrine, and all his infti- 
tutions are directed to thefe purpofes. 
The language of the whole is, My fon^ 
give me thy heart rf . 

If this general effect be in any meafure 
produced upon them who profefs them- 
felves the difciples of Jefus, what has been 
faid may fuggeft particular inftruction to 
^thofe of every rank. How fhould it enlarge 
the fentiments, and dilate the benevolence 
of the opulent, making them conflder riches 
as the gifts of heaven for the good of man- 
kind, and the happinefs of their own fouls ? 
With what wifdom is the advice given, to 
make to yourfelves friends of the mammon 
of unrighieoufnefS) that when ye fail^ they 
?)wy receive you Into everlajling halitati- 

d Prov. xxiii. 26. 
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cns c ? In every corner, upon every fpot, 
the objects of misfortune prefent them- 
felves to our view, if we will not fhut our 
eyes from feeing them. I grant there is 
a feler.ion and a caution neceflary in dif- 
,penfmg our charity, or liberality. The 
avowed folicitors of it are neither perhaps 
the moft meritorious, nor the moft indi- 
gent. But bleffed heaven! how generous 
is it, how delightful to prevent thofe whofe 
hearts refufe to afk it, and to wipe away 
the tear that flows from fecret forrow, to 
befriend thofe that have known better 
days, and entertained happier profpe&s, 
to cafe the anguifh of a mother's heart, 
who fuffers more for her orphans than for 
herfelf. What means of luxurious enjoy- 
ment does money thus employed afford ! 
And know that, judicioufly applied, even 
a fmall revenue may confer much power 
of doing good. Beftowed with fympathy, 
given without oirentation, attended with 
the finccre look of honeft kindnefs, a 
fmall thing to many is a great matter, 
e Luke xvi. 9. 
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- But farther, though the bleffings of this 
world fhould not fall to our mare, how 
much is in the power of every man to 
beftow upon the wretched ? The hard- 
hearted alone are ignorant, how far atten- 

-J * 

tion, companion, feafonable advice, kind 
words can go to alleviate many of our for- 
rows, and our fufFerings. The tear that 
mingles with mine as it falls, its value 
cannot be reckoned in gold, or filver. 
The affection I perceive in my friend when 
my heart is overwhelmed, if I could com- 
pare it with the idol of the interefted, let 
my heart never perceive it again. 

Finally, Let what has been faid cherifh 
in us a fpirit fuperior to the little fordid 
views of being dependent upon others for 
the neceflaries of life. The apoftle wrought 
with his hands that he might be burden- 
fome to none, and that he might have 
fomething to beftow. It is more blejjed to 
give than to receive. All the duties of 
benevolence, of cornpaflion and of kind- 
nefsj to an honcfl heart rnuft be granted. 
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not (elicited. The man that throws him- 
felf upon the charity of the world without 
abfolute neceffity, by that very action ren- 
ders himfelf lefs worthy of it, and renders 
the beft men lefs difpofed to give it. The 
charity of a chriftian is an offering of his 
heart. The call to it is not the importu- 
nate cry of the mendicant, but the obfer- 
vation of human fuffering and diftrefs. As 
we are men, let us yield to this call where 
we difcern it, and let us never try to raife 
the emotions of pity, or engage the hand 
of charity, when Providence calls us ra- 
ther to give than to receive. 



END of VOLUME SECOND. 
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